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to the READER. 
HIS Treatiſe, Entitled, Nicgde- 
mus, or a Diſcourſe againſt 
the Fear of Man, appears nom 
in 8 wiſh and affords the World a very 
" and nſeful Leſſon. There is no doubt 

but there are as many nowas ever amo 
all ſorts of Alen, who, tho' they are «by 
Name and. outward” Proſeſſion, of a far 
purer and better Religion than his wa, 

_ eſpecially. at that time, when. the 7emiſh ewiſh 
Church was quite degenerated from its firſt 
Divine Inſtitution, are yet no-leſs ſhy-of 
the Light han Nicodemus war. Tie had i 
. deſire to he inſtructed in the may WM 
thas Rabbi and Teacher, who 


. e did own, came from: God ʒ but 4 


- withal was ſo much afraid of incurring the 


Reproach of the. Phariſees, and Contempt by = 


an open Confeſſion of the Truth, that, to a- 


void this, he rather choſe to come to Jeſus 


by Night, which bis Fearfulneſs would 
not allom him to do openly and in the yes of 
the World, To be in, is it not a:ſhame 
for us, that profeſs our ſelves Chriſtians Þ 
that is, ſuch a, . embrace Chriſt's moſt Ml 
Holy Doctrine, and imitate bis moſt perſett i 
e even we i wo 3 
5 * 1 


The Tranſlator 
in Mind of our Duty by one, who, tho" he 
bad but an imperſtet Glymple sf the moſt 
- glorious Rays of the Lyghts that nom ſhines Ml _ 
in the Goſpel, yet did improve this Dawn NN 
ing eh, 10 that) degree} that he more 
wa ont gave. publick Demonſtration 
£ otchis Proficiency in Chriſt's School? 
For it is very remar labile and michi to the 
pur poſe 0 oh ſer ve, t gat Nicodemus . 1 
mentioned in ti ſacred Hiſtory. of the Goſ- 
8 pel at three different times, and witk 
= three different Characters, Firſt, Then 
. he begun to ſeeł Chriſt's Acquui utance, ] oh. 
3. order to h inſtructei by him in the 
_ 7:7ht way to the K ing dom of God; where we 
_ fd him ſomemhat timorous, and much a ; 
_ Ffraidof the Wrath of the Phariſees, which | 
be could not have eaſily eſcaped, iſ he had 
: expreſſed his eſteem for that Deceiver (as p 
they were uſed to call him) before them. Ne- 1 
_wertheleſs, it ſeems he had a ſincere and | _ 
_ earneſt deſire to have a right knowledge of ⁶ů 
the Truth from the Mouth of Chriſt, which 
made him willingly. bear the ſeveral ſharp. 
-Reproofs Chriſt gave him in his heavenly 
Diſcourſe with him concerning Regenera- 
tion, as the only means to reg ain a. right to 
Heaven. The Second time we find Ni- 
codemus appear more bold for Chriſt, Joh. 
7. againſt his Brethren the Phariſees, en- 
Atavouring to vindicate him by an Axiom 


* 
* 


e - ww v7 


and brought a mixture of 


b 5 ie 


of #” En that no Man ought to be 
Judged and Condemned before he be 


dauly heard, and his Works be tried and 
- examined. Here me fee him act with a 
. much freer. air, and with leſs Fearfulneſs, 


the? at the. lame: time with. great Circum- _ 
ſpection. Laſtly,. His Faith in Chriſt was 
more clearly ſeen than before, and that at a2 


time hen dur Lord ng in the loweſt ſtate 
| of his Humibliation.: A. For at's remarkably | 
| ſaid of him, Joh: '1-9, that, when;Joleph h of 


Arimathen(forher:Nitedetis, that it, 


a Diſciple. of Chriſt fecregly for fear of - 
the Jews) had beſong bt Pilate wo he might 


tale away the Body 'of © the Crucihed - = 
Jeſus, there eme, alſo Nicodemus 


e 


(which at firſt came to Jeſus by Night) 
Yrrhe, and A- 
loes, about an Hundred Pound Weight. 


So that from theſe ſeveral Circumſtances, 


we may fuſttyconcl:: ade, that he dia not always 
remain the ſame timoro! 1 0 Man, but 


that the Words of Life, [poken tobim by the 


Eternal W, tſaom of the Father, became a liV- 


ing Seed in h m, which produced moſt noble 


Fruit, and at laſt a free and undaunted Con- 


feſſion of the Truth, which he had long 'fmnce WM 


believed in his. Hart. And would to God 


that all who find their Portraiture dramm in 


this ſmall Treatiſe, and are made ſenſible of 
the e * eriſeth from ſuch a fear- | 
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ful, that it, unbelievins Mind, may follow 
fencerel the Steps of our Nicodemus, 
and by this Teſtimony of the Truth be exci- 
ted to give God the Glory, and confeſs the 
Truth 7 reely without any regard to Men. 
Which is the Scope and Deſign of this Diſ- 
courſe, which as it has proved extreamly 1. e 
ful throughout all Germany, ſo it is not doubt: 
ed, but it will produce ſome good Fruit here 
alſo; eſpecially if we would mind the matter 
and ſabjelt here treated of, more than the 
Words and Expreſſions, which, I fear, do not 
reach the excellent ſpirit of the Author ,where- 
by be has rouxed (by God's powerful Aſſi- 
ſtante many a Soul out of 1 4 deep ſlumber 
and Lethargy, who might . Pave 
ſept on to eternal Death. © 
I have endeavoured, as near as I 0 70 e 
preſs the Author's baſe and the Candid Reader 
hy hope, excuſe any miſtakes that may have 
Bappened i in the Tranſlation by my being a Fo- 
. * Teupnere If any. think the Author ſpeaks too 
li boldly in ſome things, and deviate from the com- 
mn 12 let them conſider, that he hath given \ 
Jufficient proof of that living, true and divine L 
power of Faith whereof he ſpeaks, ſo that it is but 1 
5 
( 
| 
{ 
( 
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|! Tuſtly expected, that he whoundertakestojudps 

= -:nwould: firſt be pleaſed togive a like powerful 

= demonſtrationof true Faith and Love, imo great 

| ' Fundamentals of Chriſtian Reli gion, as he hath 

: done. He that would be furt her . in this 
matter may read a Book Intitled Pietas Hallen- 

fis, or an Hiſtorical Narration of the Building 


1 of the Hoſpital at Hall ately Printedin Engliſh. | 2 
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. Churches and Schools through. 
|| -_ out. Germany; Grace, Mer. 
, and Peace, from God the 
| ©. Father, and our Lord Jeſus 
a Ps in "the 1 and 
5 5 PE Hache {4 


be Dearh dee Eee, 


"IVE me leave; ho am [the ; 
I leaſt of: all the Servants: of 
A Jeſu Chriſt, or the Love 
Ich God bath loved us in his 
Son, to Dedicate to You, the follow- _ 
ing Treatiſe. For tho I be the mean- 
eſt Member in the ſpiritual Body of: 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (if ſo much may 
be allowed me) yet am I thereby par- 
taker of the Life, Spirit, and Power ' 
of our ever bleſled Head, and Wwhat 
deſcends from him, is not mine, aut a „ 


| A- 
7 Yo 


ay 
* 


ui The Author's Dedication. _ 
and deriveth it ſelf, by virtue of that 
Head, not only to 'the weak and de- 


55 ſpicable, - but alſo to the ſtrong and 


more honourable Members Which ſtand 
in need of the co-operation 'of the weak 
eſt Member, to the End, the whole Bo- 
dy may perform the Work for which 
it is deſigned, v. its own Growth 
and Edification. If there is any thing 
in theſe few Lines, conformabie unto 
the Mind of our chief Shepherd, and 
0 proceeding from the Energy. of bis Spi- 
rit, why ſhould i it not be received ? And 
if after a truly Spirituat Tryal, you 
find any thing herein humane, faulty or 
imperfect, tis hoped you will com- 
mend the ſame to the Mercy and Love 
pf our great Shepherd, that he would 
| be pleaſed to correct it in me; and 1 
ſhall be very thankful, if any one en- 
dued with a greater Meafure, will be 
pleaſed to Inſtruct = 45 80 wy further 
Edification. © Ga} - [1.717% 
I do not offer this ae piece of cat 
- Learning; ora thing extraordinary, as 
ſome will perhaps conclude, from the 
Perſons; to whom it is Dedicated. ie 
plain ſimplè truth of my God, and the 
leaſt communication of his Divine 
power, is infinitely more valuable to 
95 than all che E and . 4 
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The 


; of this World ; ; and my only boaſting 
in the Lord is this, that J have betaken 
my ſelf to that School, and Without 
any Merit or Worthineſs of my own, 
have been received into it, herein the 
- higheſt Wiſdom is to know Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him Crucified. And tho? The 
have ſcarcely learnt my ABC in this 
School) have the Boldneſs to repeat 
this my Leſſon in the hearing of all ; 
pet ovght it not to be deemed, an effect 
of pride in me, ſince I do not offer it 
_as any thing great or fingolar.... But 
the Love of my Neighbour 0 lice \ we 
all have but one Creator and Redeem- - 
er) hath conſtrained me ſome Years ag 
to offer my plain Thoughts to the Con- 


ſideration of others, concerning the n- 


ord nate Fear of Min, vnder the Title 
of Nicodemus, who came tg. Chriſt by : 
Night: "And altho' ſome, ſheets of it 


were then Printed; yet, hath the finiſn- 


ing of it by manifold intervening hin- 

: drances been interrüpted kill r now, that 
the Lord was pleaſed to excite me a- 
new, and graciouſly. afford. his Aly: 
ance to finiſh it. 


of Fx 


My Soul hath been gr e many 2. 


time In the ſenſe of, the apparent. Cor- 
- ruption, hot only, of a} Meg in general 
but alſo of our Order in particular. 


As | More. 
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= 1 he Author's Dedication. 
more eſpecially hath my Heart been 


touched to the quick, when from in- 
numerable Inſtances I have been con- 


vinced, that the Fear of Man is become 
i The Epidemical Diſeaſe of our Teachers. 
For when | reflected, with what Spirit, 
with what Joy, with what undaunted 
Courage, the Servants of God in the 
Old and New Teſtament, ſet. aſide all 


regard and Fear of Man, and as the 


Lord's Ambaſſadors, delivered their 
"Meſſage fo plainly, and without mincing 


the matter, tho' it expos d them to the 


apparent hazard of their Lives: and 
how gently and ſoftly we go about it 
now a days; how little we manifeſt the 


FTruth to the Conſcience of every one; 


as alſo how much they ſuffered with 
Chriſt their Lord, for the ſake of their 


| I; Teſtimony; whereas the moſt of us 


take care to preach ſo ſmoothly, as not 
to incurr the leaſt ſhadow of their Suf- 


ferings: All this made the difference 
between us and them appear fo ex- 
ceeding great, that I could not but be 


amazed and aſtoniſh'd at it, Pardon 


me, Beloved Brethren, if you think me 
to ſpeak with too much plainneſs and 


ſimplieity; for J am not at all aſhamed 
to become a Foal for Chriſt's ſake, that 
. 1 Wiſe inde ed. 1 muſt own 
* - that 


* Fl a 
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that it is much upon my Mind, how ve- 
ry few there be amongſt us that Be- 
liere what Chriſt ſaith, Lal. 14 33. 
Whoſoever he be that for ſaleth not all that" WM 
he hath, he cannot be my Diſciple: As al- 
ſo how. few there be amoneſt us, that 
can ſay with St. Peter, and the reſt of 
the Apoſtles : Lord, we have forſaken al 
and followed thee, Matth. 19.27. I queſtion- 
not but we are all very well pleaſed. 
that we are allowed to have Wives and: 


* 


Children, and to poſſes the Goodsof: 


this World, and indeed the Scripture - _ 


does not diſallow it. But do we: as 
well conſider, that of St. Paul? x Cor. 7. 


298, 30, 31. This I ſay, my Brethren, . 


the time is fhort. It remains therefore that 
both they that have Wives, be as th they 


had none: and thoſe that Weep, as h, 


they Nept not; and they that Rejoyce, 2 
tho they Rejoyced not; and they that Buy, 


48 tho they poſſeſſed not; and they that uſe- 


* 


this World, as not abuſing it, for the Faſhion, | 
of this V orld paſſeth away. When our: 


Lord and Maſter was in this World, 


he was ſo far from deſiring the Honours, . 


_ Pleaſures, and Riches of it, that he was 


indeed the. pooreſt and moſt deſpiſed + 


* 


amongſt Men, and ſpent the Days of 


his Humiliation in procuring our Sal- 
vation and Happineſs. And he tells 


us, Luk 1 4.27. Muoſoever doth not 


vi | The Author s Pretty. — 55 


bear his Crofs, and come after me, cannot 


be my Diſciple, And St. Peter faith, 
1 75 2. 21. Chriſt ſalfered for , leav- ! 
ing us an Example, that we ſhould follow 
555 Steps. Wbence Iconclude, that 


we alſo on ght to be ſo many ſhining 
Lights dende others, by our hearty de- 


niat of all the Honours, Pleaſures, and 


Riches of this World, and by employ- 
ing our Lives for the Service and Aſſi- 
ſtance of our, Neighbour. But if on 


: the contrary we ſeek our ſelves, then, 
as far-as 1 underſtand, we depart from 
the Pattern' Chriſt our Lord and Ma- 


fter hath ſet before us: Neither is there 


4 any thing to my apprehenſion, that 


doth more effectually deprive | us of 


God's Blefling in our Calling, than 
© this doth ; for ſure it is, that the great- 

er concern we have for our own Pro- 
fit, Eafe, and Honour, the more care- 
= bes and negligent ſhall we be found in 
= procuring the good of our Neighbour. 


And as long as our Minds are not bolts 


conformable to the Mind of our great 

Shepherd ( whoſe Servants we are) it 
is impoſſible he ſhould be well pleaſed 
with us; for he ſearcheth our very 
Hearts, and regards all our doings and 
Intentions, whether we Feed the Flock, 


or 


17 * 
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or our ſelves; whether we ſeek every 
one his own, or that which is His. 
And if he be not well pleaſed with us, 
whence can we expect aBleffing upon our 
Calling, fince we cannot have it but 
from bis Grace? This I take to be 
3 true Cauſe, why we are ſo ſtrong- 
1y poſſeſſed with the Fear of Man; for 
a we deſire nothing in the World, 
We ſhould not Fear it. | = 
Give me leave, Beloved ahve tc; 
add a Word more to You. We bave 
a Day of Judgment before us, when 
we muſt give an Account to the Su- 
pream Biſhop of our Stewardſhip, who 
will demand of us, whether we have 
deſired the things i in this World infi- 
nitely leſs, than the Salvation and Hap- 
pineſs of Men, according to his Exam- 
ple, who had nothing elſe in his Eye? 
How can we then entertain the leaſt 
thought of appearing before him in that 
Day with Joy, when our Hearts will 
upbraid us, that whilſt we were here, 
we took more Pains to improve our 
Land, than to gain Souls; to encreaſe 
our Stocks, and improve our Money, 
than to lay 1 up in ſtore a good Founda- 
tion againſt the time to come: That 
we were either careleſs in our Preach- 
ing, without the leaſt Tincture of god- 
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viii The Author's Dedication. . 
Iy Zeal and Earneſtneſs, as if it were 


no more than ſome other common 
Work; or elſe intending by it rather 


to ſet forth our own Science and-Learn- 
ing, than to recommend the ſimple 
Truth of Jeſus Chriſt, without any 
Gloſs or Trimming, to the Conſcien- 
ces of Men? Alas! is it not too ap- 


parent, that the generality of Men, both 
in Cities and Villages, are ſunk into 
|. all manner of Crimes and abominable 


Wickedneſs. 


If fo be now we continue ſleeping, 


and do not ſet upon the Work with 
another kind of Earneſtnels, than hi- 
therto we have done, how think we, 


ſhall we be able with any boldneſs, to 
ſtand before the Son of Man, or al- 
ledge that common Excuſe, that we 
have done our Endeavour, and we can 


do no more. There are but few 


amongſt us, who ſo truly take to Heart 
their incumbent Duty, as did the late 
pious (4) Groſgebauer in his Watchmar's 
=. (a) Theophilus Groſgebauer 4 Lutheran 
Miniſter as Roſtock, left the mentioned Book 
at his Death, which - was ſoon after printed 
| With an. Approbation of the Faculty of Divines. 


2 


— | 


S ms mw 


— 
®- 


1 


＋ 


The A $ Dedication ; ix | 
Voice. For did we ſeriouſly conſi der, 


what he hath written, it were impoſſi⸗- 
ble for us not to join Hand in Hand, 

and with united force, to hazard Life 
and Eſtate, Heads and Gowns, i in reſ⸗ 


cuing the Honour of God, Which 1 ts ſo ip 5 
horribly Aſlaulted and Violated. 
It appears alſo, that we are very 


little concerned about what the Scri- 


ures. both of the Old and New Te- 
ament repreſent to us, viz. that our 
Order hath been always moſt in Fault, 
whenever a general Corruption hath 
2 read the People. Do we con- 
der en a Thundering Lecture is read 
o Paſtors and Teachers in Jeremiah 23. 
Eck. 34. and Matth. 22? If we did, 
mould not we apply our ſelves to our 
Duty with another kind of fervour 
than 1 205 we haye? ſhould we not 
be more ſolicitous about the ſtate of 
our own Souls in the firſt place, 


and in the next, about the Souls that 


e to our e ſhould: we not 


e 1 
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cay 6f Chriſtian Piety, and the Unſucceſsfulne 
of the Mord of God, and of the Sacraments. Wy | 
the Evangelical Churches, for the Promoting a 


. Real Converſion in Souls. See TO TOTO, te ; 


the Pietas Ha lenſis. 


e Author's Dedication, 
break looſe from the Tranſitory A- 


muſements of this World? Should 
not we enter into greater fa- 


miliarity with Chriſt our Lord and | 


Maſter by Prayer? should not we, in 
many things, give a more edifying Ex- 
ample to our Flocks? Should" not we 
more effectually clear bur ſelves from 


| All ſuſpicion of Covetouſfeſs, and o- 
ther Reigning Vices? Should not our 


Preaching be compoſed with more plain- 
neſs and ſimplicity, and delivered 
with greater Power and Demonſtrati- 

on of the Spirit? Should we not be 
more careful to examine thoſe that we 


admit to the Communien, whether they 


be worthy Receivers, and whether the 
grow better by ReceiFing it? Should 
not we be more expreſs and Earneſt 
to admoniſh every one in particular? 
Should not we ſtrive and Wreſtle more 
in Prayers, for the Welfare and Salva- 
tion of their immortal Souls ? Shoul 
we not, as ſoon as any Deſire ant 
Love to God's Word appears in our 
Hearers, more. readily lend them our 
helping Hand, that the ſparks of Grace 
Kindled in their Hearts might not be 
extinguiſhed, but encreaſed and blown 
up into a Flame? Should not we by 
frequent Catechizing, endeavour to 1255 


„ w tn ad en ( one ES 
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Ker to overflowing, Ignorance and 
7 Should not our outward Con- 
verſation with Men be more Holy, and 
F wt more ſucceſsful and edi- 
fying? Verily, my Brethren,” I fear 
we have good reaſon. to be aſhamed, 
when: we read, avhat (b) Taulerus ſaith, 
in his Expoſition of the Goſpel for 
the 4th» Sunday in Advent, A Spiritu- 
al Perſon ought to be fo ava and all- 
flaming with Divine Love, and both in- 


r 
in- 


ed War aly and outwardly. ſo conformable to 
5 G od, that whenever _ one came to him, 
3 V 2 he Fi 
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1e 2 „ _ 8 82 145 N 44 . — 
81 60 This W 5 5 a Dominic Friar” 
uld of a. very Hoy Life and Converſation, and 
eſt Preached firſt. at Cologn, and afterwards at 
ir ? Strasbourg, where he died in the Par 1379. 
Ire He is higly commendedfor his Holy Doctrine and 
Exemplary Life, both by Proteflants and Pa- 


1 piſts, - eſpecralh * by Luther and Melancton. 
po His Excellent Works, written original. in 
in the Old High Dutch Language, are tran- 


Our lated into Latin by Surims, and Printed 


our ſevered. times at Paris, and Calogne.. Tint - 


ace n Fam nt of them are bis Sermons, In- 
be ſtitutions, er Meditations upon the 
5 Pafficn of Chriſt, and à ſinall Treatiſè con- 


4 cerning the Poor Life 5 eſus Chriſt, which 
a = 15 now. Tranſlating into Eneliſh, being a m:ſt 


| almif able Teftimmy of the true Spiritual pare 
top of Fhe Chriſtian 1s in. | | 


xii The Author's Dedication;. 


he might hear nothing from him but God; 4. 
and his Heart and Mind ought to be fix- 
| ed on him by burnins: Love, and fo ready it 
in all things faithfully to. ebey his Will, n 
that ſuch as viſited him, tho with cold and Y 
Inkewarm Hearts, might be heated and ſet * 
on Fire by him, as we ſee that cold and dead 0 
Coals are kindled, when they are put to 8 


glowing ones, which ſoon impart their Light 
6 
Did we without intermiſſion ſuppli- 
cate our/ Lord and Saviour, what could 
hinder him from making us Spiritual 
Men, not in Name only, but in deed. 
and in Truth, and fo far eſtranged from 
the Friendſhip of this World, that ac- 
cording to. the Example of God's 'Ser- 
vants of Old, we might brandiſh the 
Sword of the Spirit, with af chearful 
and undaunted Courage, that it might 
be ſaid of us: Behold the Sword of the 
Tord and of Gideon. True it is, we 
have this our Treaſure, the Light of 
the Goſpel in Earthen Veſſels; but ſince 1 
Gideon Earthen Pitchers muſt be bro- L 
Eken, what a Folly is it for us to dream b 
of faving our Skins by being aſhamed |} !! 
bor afraid of Suffering? As if we on- n 
ly, forſooth, were an Exception from. Þ| 
the general Rule : For thy ſake we are a) 
killed all the Day long, we are accounted. b 
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Type Author's Dedication. 4 xili 
as Sheep for the Slaughter ? Alas! What 
will this Temporal Life, or the Eaſe of 


it, the. Riches we hoard up, our Dig-- | 


nities, or the high Eſteem of Men, a- 
vail us, when, for purſuing of theſe, 
we ſhall ſuffer loſs in the Life to come, 
or neglect the welfare of one ſingle 
I I have opened my Mouth, and made 


bold to Addreſs you with the ſimpli- 5 


city of a Child; and am very wil- 
ling to appear mean in your Eyes, my 
Beloved Brethren, only deſpiſe notthe 


Truth, which is not mine, but my Lord 
and Saviour's. I am not at all aſhamet 


freely to acknowledge, that I do not 
account my {elf to haye apprehended, 
or to be already Perfect. But this I 
dare tell yon in Truth, (my Conſcience 
bearing me Witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, 
which alſo the Righteous Judge will 

teſtifie for me at that Day) that I do 
not in the leaſt ſeek to diſtinguiſh my 

ſelf, by Publiſhing any ſtrange or new _ 
Doctrine, by what Name ſoever it may 
be called: But ſince I have found Grace 


in the Eyes of the Lord, to perceive - 


my own Miſery, and to find the way, 


which Chriſt calleth the narrow way; 


all my Thoughts and Endeayours have 
been bent, in the ſimplicity and Faith- 
. „ 


Kur 


D * 
TS "> 
2 1 
of j ns 1 


. xiv = he Author? . eee. 


> ale of my Heart, to continue in it, 


and ſtill more eageriy purſue, it, and as 
far as poſſible, to direct all Men. to it. 


I 1 deſpiſe or envy none of vou tbat 


are of the ſame Function Wit me, ei- 


* © ther in the Univerſities or lliniſtry ; ; 


nay 1 know many amongſt you, whom 
I Honour to that degree, as to think 
my ſelf unworthy to do them the 
meaneſt Service, and whom 1 Love and 
Venerate Without Bn ee of En- 
by or Conteft pt. But ons th 15 other 
hand, I Know many, aud i fear the moſt 
of our Profeſſion, whoſe Converſation, 
5 far as Ian Biſcern, i is not at all con- 
; formable t tothe Pattern, Chriſt hath' ſet 
us, and he lake not yet attained to a 


= living Experience of the Work of Con: 


verſion in. their own Souls, which it is 


; 4 theit Duty to Preach to. others. Andas 


for theſe, 1 heartily-pity 'em, and pray 


| Wy for ? em, that the God of all Mercies 
WW would enlighten their Eyes to know the 


things that belong to their everlaſting 
Peace. Neither is my Heart in the lealt 
incenſed againſt thoſe, that do moſt un- 
juſtly Slander and Reproach me, upon 
no other ground, hut that of falle Sup- 
poſition and Prejudice. 1-rather: find 
my Heart, med w ith Compaſſion 
» towards them, being we. muſt. all 
one 
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with : 
part, I cannor call Black white, nor take 

im for 'a 'Follower of Ohriſt, and a 
Parterh of His Flock, in who Lind 


The Made 5 Da f 


one e Day appear before the ime a 
to give an Account how we haye lived 


u 


our Fellow,” Servants. For my 


nothing of the Nature and Mind . 
Chriſt. True it is, I have made this 
the matter of my Pablick! Complaints, 


nm WK 


and continue ſo to do, but not at all 


out of any bitterneſs or diſreſpect, but 
rather from an hearty and inward pi- 
ty for the loſs of fo many Thouſand 
Souls, who, in my apprehenſion, might, 


after. 


aud ought” to be more carefully 59 93 


By Nakure I am never a whit 


better than another, but what L am, 1 


wholl 
Lord and Saviour Chriſt Jefis;'to whom 


y Gwe to the Grace. ba 


alſo I aſcribe all the Glory, ad het at 
all to my ſelf; And therefore I def piſe e. 


no body, tho* Lam not inſenſible of the 


dangerous ſtate of their Immortal Souls. 


When I fay, that by the Grace of God 


Jam what I am, I intend” nothing 


elſe, 


but that God has been plea eaſed to 


ſhew Mercy to me, and of: meer 


Grace draw me to himſelf „ Or if a- 


ny thing more hath been vouchſafed if 
to me, it is this (wherein alſo Thear- .. MW 
* rehoyce) 5 Lhave been made 


Partaker 
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 kvi The Author's Dedication. , 
partaker of the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
tho” in a very low degree. And it is 


7 


ſpeak all manner of Evil of me falſly, 
ad manifold Judgments of me, 
the Groundleſneſs whereof, the Lord 
at that Day will diſcover. Let us 
all, my Brethren, think of this great 


\ 


Day, and ſo even our Accounts a- 


gainſt it, that we may then appear 
with Joy and Confidence. Let us 
caſt away all other Cares, and be 


earneſtly concerned about this only: 


Then will To many unprofitable Cqn- 
teſts and Oppoſitions drop of theffi- 
ſelves, and we with united Hands 
carry on the Work of the Lord, and 

be heartily glad to ſee any Fruit 
raiſed thence to the Glory of God, be 

it by our ſelves or others. And 1 


beſeech God, from the very bottom 


of my Heart, to Influence you all 
with a rich Meaſure of his Holy Spi- 
rit, and to Sanctifie you to bimſelf, 
for Veſſels of his Honour, and to 
pour down his Tranſcendent Bleſſing 
and Divine Power upon all your 
Planting and Watering; that it may 
appear Clear as the Day, that the 
Lord is riſen to Build his 22 
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the greateſt Comfort to me, that Men 
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Tue Author's Dedication, xvii 
The Spirit | of Love and Truth 
keep all our Hearts, and lead them 
into the true Fellowſhip and Com- 
munion of Jeſus Chriſt, who alone is 
able to give that true Peace, which 
the World cannot give. 
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e 1 W 145 Wy 1 75 of Man is, 
and the ſeveral. kinds; of 1 pag. 1. 
| -Chap. II. Of the Soarces rl Catt 
1 of the Fear of Man, pag. 6. 
Chap. III. Of the Signs and Ef- 
feds, which diſcover the Fear of: Man, 
pag. 10. 
Chap. IV. 07 the 1 Mi if. 
chiefs cauſed by the Fear of Man, þ.26. 
Chap. V. Of the Excuſes that are 
uſually made to  palliate the Fear of 
Man, pag. 38. Tas. 
Chap. VI. Of the 3 whereby 
we may be delivered from rhe Fear o 
ä 
Chap. VII. Of Chriftian Diſerers | 
on, IV. i;dom, and Prudence, to be ob- 
ſer ved i inthe Exerciſe of true Chear- 
fulneſs and Joy in Believing, and that 
we muſt diſtinguiſh perwixt Faith ani 


' Raſhneſs, pag. 117. 
7 115 p. V H. Of *  enefimabi 


. Go which ariſeth from a. Chearful 
Faith that C ee all Fear of a May E. 
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Concerning the 


Chap. x 


| hat the PILE of Man is, | and the | 
ſeveral Kinds of BE = 
* the Fear of Man, ( hs Fr 
ject of this Treatiſe): is not 
underſtood (1) that natural ' 
F Baſhfulneſs whereby a Man! 5 
arſul apt to be daſht out of Countenance ia 
Man the doing or ſpeaking any thing before 
5 tha 3 FRO Ag is not LEY 
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of Man. Put here we ſpeak of that Fear 
of Man, which diſcovereth it ſelf in 

things relating to God. In which re- 
ſpect it is conſidered either as 4 great 

Vice and abominable fruit of Unbelief in 
the nnregenerate, who thereby are kept 
back from a true Converſion, from be- 
ing built up in God, and from confeſ- 
ſing the Truth of God before Men, and 
cConſequently from their Everlaſting. 
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Nor (2) that natural Warineſs, hereby 
3 Man ſeeing one ſtronger than himſelf, 


or.whom he believes to be an over- 


match for him, is not forward toſtrive - 


with him; nor indeed any thing elſe, 
which in humane Affairs is called Fear 


Bliſs and Salvation; and by this their 


conforming to the World are tempted 
to many Sins, to deny Chriſt, his Word 


and Members Or this Fear of Man 


; may be conlidered as'a Failure cleaving to 
_ the Regenerate themſelves, who ſtrive a- 


gainſt it, and by Faith, which is the 


Fiftory thatwvercometh the World, at laſt | 


entirely triumph over it. Now this 
Fear of Man, whether it be in the Un- 


I 


- regenerate, or Regenerate, admits of 
. certain degrees, as being in one much 
ſtronger than in another. God often 
makes his own Servants and deareſt 
5 Children, as in other Caſes, ſo E 


7 


* FOR £ "I 2 5 * . 0 q 7 $i! Ee ' : 
5 4 


* =_ . a * TI" 6 N * * , 9 Ss SY: ns oY j 2 S 
* ; ” ö * : g ” 5 5 : 
4 $7 7a 3 * N ; . N 
8 3 „ 4 0 * 1 
K abs ; 5 , + P ? 
+ : 
q * ” „ 4 * . 
1 & 
4 * # , - os 
. 44d * 
3 * * , 
£94 . 1 * 
* * 
. wu ? i 
— - 
— 
7 £ 


* 


ee in this, ben th? hat 5 ales are but 
Men: Whereof we have a pregnant 
"Inſtance in the Old Teſtament in 74. 


cob, who was ſore afraid of his Bro- 


ther Eſan, Gen. 32. 7, 11. and in St. 
Paul in the New, who was with the Co- 


rinthians in Wearineſs, and in Fear, and | 


i much Trembling, 1 Cor. 11, Zo 


_ ouſly pleaſed to comfort him with theſe 


Words: Be not afra d, but ſpeak, and | 


Hold not thy Peace: For I am with "thee, 


_ 8 and no Man ſhall ſet on thee to hurt thee* 2 g 


For I have much Pegple in this City, 
Acts 18. 9, 10. This Fear of Man, 
ſo far as it cleaves to the Regenerate, 
is continually * oppoſed and ſtriven a- 
gainſt from a Principle of Faith that is 


in them, in which contention, tho? 355 A 


Cortuption of out Nature does p 


 erfully exert it ſelf, yet by the Power il 
of God, and continual wreſtling in 
Prayer, we are enabled ſucceſsfully» to 
War 2gainſt it and overcome it, ſo 
that after the conteſt, the Glory of God 
becomes more viſible and conſpicuous. 
Wee therefore think it needful to treat \l 
here of the Fear of Man, both as it is 
2 Reipning Sin in the Unreine ui 
and as it is a Weakneſs found in the 
Regenerate themſelves. Boas even 
45 2. 2 — ns i 
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Wherefore alſo the Lord was graci- | 
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Sins of [ofirmity muſt be more 3 a 

more put off and ſubdued, that ſo ge- 
$ 2g through the Power of Chriſt, * 
may preſs into further degrees, of full | 
aſlurance of Heart and Joy in Be- | 


{ Heving, 


| The outward diſtin tion a Men makes 
no difference in the thing it ſelf, for 


even Princes and Great Men, of the 


World are no leſs ſubje& to che Fear 
of Man than thoſe of a lower and 


- meaner Condition. There are many 


= Princes would do more good, did they 
not ſtand in awe of their own Servants. 
And Experiencè convinces us, that 


Great Men are much more obnoxious 


to the Fear of Man, than thoſe of a 


W | mean Condition. They have more of 


the Pomp and Glory of this World to 


renounce, and from their Youth up 


| have deen leaſt accuſtomed to: ſelf;de-.- 
W | nial, and very rarely meet with any 
F that will deal plainly with them, and 


tell them the Truth Teachers and | 


Hearers are alike inſulted by this Sin; 7 


but in Teachers it proves more dan- 


9 gerous, for they are the moſt back- 


ward of all others to acknowledge it. 


They are Teachers of others, and there 
fore are very ſhy to call their New- * 


4 Fit in . > Wy are more rea- 
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l ences of others, who faithfully labour ] 
but poſſefs others with it alſo Nay, 4 


ing God the Sin Cann openly conteſling 
his Truth. 


or doing that 0 is Good, for any Con- 
fl der ation or Regard: o Men x i 0 
our Duty, ſimply to follow the Word of Go 


Victory over it, the more dangerous! 1s 
tbe Condition of their Sols. 


the Third Chapter, to give ſome further 
Declaration of this . of Man, and | 
Ne MER Kinds of it. | 


Oy. 


406 to fp as judges over 5 Sb f 


in Chriſt's Vineyard, and do not only A 
abound with this ſinful F ear themſelves, WM 


they are often found to be the Men, 
| whoſe Fear: deters others from glv- 


In a word: This Fear of, Man wheres | 
erer it be found, is in it ſelf 4 reai 
Vice, and a kind of Idolatry, ariſing from 

|  Unbelief, whereby wc lay aſide the Fear of | 
God from before our Eyes, and think, ſpeak, 
or do any Evil, or leave thinking, ſpeaking, 
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aud to Eye the ſame as our Rule and 5 
ory in all that we do or leave undone. 
Now the morg there is of this Fear 
Rill cleaving to Believers, and the leſs 
they endeavour through the Power of | 
Gd granted to them, to get a full i 
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But I ſhall have. occaſion in the ſe- 
quel of this Diſcourſe, eſpecially in - 
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| & the airs 7 Cauſes of the Fear 
5 - „ 


iu E 1 rect 2 are bed 3 
| ternal or External. The Inter- 
nal are chiefly theſe: (x): Unbelief, 
Which is the Spring and Root of all. 
Vices. {24ly.) The Love of the Wende 
and of the things of the World, viz. 
li The Luft of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, 
and the Pride of Life. (34. ) The k... 2} 
of true Self-denial, which. is =" 16 
= joyned with the Love of the World; 
or when we fear, leſt Men ſhould pre- 
Wi judice us in our Reputation, Eſtates 
Wi; Eaſe, or in our Bodies and Life it el 
it we ſhould ſimply follow the Guidance 
ot the Word of God. (Arb. ) Fleſhix 
Wi Wiſdom, which we have ſuckt in from 
corrupt Reaſon, which always mga» 
ſures Divine things by its own Stand- 
| ard.  (5thly.) The falſe Imagination we 
1! - have of our ſelves, and our own Chri- 
Wi Ffijanity, fancying that we are accept - 
able to God, tho' we yield in feve- 
5 ral Caſes meerly out of . to ap) 


# without any. Kaye from Kan hog 
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than by the Word of God, and prompts 


us to refer all things to the Judg menk | 
of others, whom we pretend W n = 
them better than our ſelves. (thy) 


The great Deceitfulneſs of our own 


Hearts, which can put ſo fair a colour 


upon all manner of Sius, that we per- 


ſwade our ſelves, we act prudent ly, 


whilſt we are influenced by Unbe- 
lief and the Fear of Man. (873% The- 


(9#bly.)Want of Experience in the Ways i 
of God, which makes us heſitate in this 


or that difficult caſe, to rely wholly up- ; 


on God, fearing left he Mould: let ns 
fail or miſcarry in them: This pro- 


ceeds | ig not having ſufficiently 


learnt, how dear they are to God, that 
truſt in him with their whole Hearts, 


to n his own Wor x 


in them. \(1othly.) Fear of Preſump- 


leaſt we ſhould Tempt God is MW 
eaſting . our ſelves wholly upon him. 


(I Ih.) Secret Pride, which prompts: 


us eagerly to deſire an happy end, an“ 
* ſucceſs in all our Undertakings, Where- 
" nga mu ought to fell e witb 
„ . | 


to go ſo. (6thly.) Falſe Humility, wick IJ 
is ſwayed more by Humane Authority —_— 


Deſire or Hope we have to be advan- | f 
| ced to ſome higher State in the World. 


What DO powerful Aſliſtance he affords. 5 an 


. * 8 By 
our GET Succeſs and Vigory, that 
is, in having kept a. good Conſcience 


towards God. 175 Natural Baſh- 


fulneſs; for it cannot be denied but 
that ſome are more inclined to Fear- 
fulneſs than others, from which natural 
weakneſs ſprings Baſbfulneſs, whereby 
many are hindred from performing 
what cheerfulneſs in Believing requires 
of them. {13thly.) Neglect of Prayer, 
which not only prevents us from ob- 
taining a full Conqueſt over the Fear 


of Man, but drives us down further 


in the ſtream of Hypocriſy.” 

The external Cauſes: are theſe fol- 
lowing : (1) The Tyranny- of many 
in Power, who take ypon them to' bind 
and fetter the Conſciences both» of 


Teachers and Hearers, being only con- 


cerned to preſerve Publick Peace and 


any breakings forth of the Spirit of 


1 true Chriſtianity, but they are ſure to 
eeaſt a Slur upon it, by giving it an 
in Name, and all this under a cloak of 


their great "Zeal for their highly valu- 


_ed'OrthoJoxy. (3) Thoſe that enter 


into Holy Orders after a looſe Edu- 


Wi cation in the deere before Con 


8 


AA 


Tranquility. (2) The Forwardneſs of 
dur Univerſities in their Dubbing of 
Wil Hereticks: for they no ſooner perceive 


Ca, 


{ vert on and only for their Belly? S ſake? | 
(A) The high Regard and Eſteem we 
| have for Men, which Blinds many to 
that degree, that they cannot imagine, 
that ſuch great Men, ſo Eminent for 
_ Wiſdom and Learning, ſhould be ſo 
groſsly miſtaken. (5) The ſpecious 


Reaſonings of ſuch as follow their 
corrupt Reaſon more than the Word 


of God. (6, The frequent Examples 
of ſuch as are bound down by the Fear 
of Man as well as themſelves. 7 
'Worldly Riches; that. caſt frequent and 
- manifold Rubs in our way, and hinder | 


us from preſſing forwards inceſſant] iy 
fe 


in the ſimplicity of Faith. (8 Wi 
and Children, that by their importu - 
nate way of argning, and their unbe- 
lieving Tattle and Clamour, do wearrxr 
out and overcome many. ( Tbe 
Honour and Eſteem we have alreadx 
gained in the World, which makes us 


very loath to make others think, that 
hitherto we have deceived the World, = 
and been in an Error our ſelves. To | 


which may be added, that when a Man 
is placed in ſome high Poſt, he finds it 


a hard Leſſon, to give it op; and ſuffer it 


, reproach with the People of God. (To) 


The Threats of others, eſpecially of ii 
ole in Power. p r) Fhe fair kro- j 


(109 


reat things, if we will but own that 


able Acquaintance 2nd Friends; who 


Kindneſs, are always cautioning us not 
to venture too far. ( 13th. ) Too great 
and intimate a Familiarity with the 
Children of this World, whereby ma- 
. ny deliver up their 8 iritual Weapons,. 
and fo diſables himſelf from reproving 


ft 

14 

dur Companions, that are e e 
| involved 1 in. * Fear of Men. 
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and Joyfulneſs of Faith. (14.) The 
Neglect of frequent Converſation: with: 
Believers, who walk in true joyfulneſs 


| ; miſs of tte World, "which offer - uw $ 
1 d is Even. (12th. Great and honour- 


under the pretence of hearty Love and 


what is amiſs in others with Courage 


of Faith, and rather chooſing thoſe for 


be 5 ned * ** — 


N 


cover the Fear of Man. 


good, but doth i it not for- 
| fear of incurfing the Hatred and Enmi- 


* 


; | : 07 the Signs ad Effects, which dif- = 
i 6 A Fearful Man knows: to * 


ty of others. (24,). He is not eafily 
ee tho it be laig 
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yet he ſtarts many doubts and ſcruples 


| about it, as having a ſecret Fear, that if 


he ſhould confeſs the Truth, he ſhould 


be hated, perſecuted, and reputed an 


Heretick by others. (34) When after 


all, a Man is fully convinced of Trüth, 

and believes it in hi 
Fear of Man he hides this. Light under : | 
Buſhel, by not confeſſing it before Man, ' 


Heart; yet for 


(4th.) Or if he do confeſs it, tis only 


amongſt them that are Lovers of Truth, M 


from whom he hath nothing to fear > 


but before the Enemies of Truth be 


eonceals or denies it, and reaſons ſo 


dubiouſly about it, as to leave them un- 


certain, whether he believes it or no 5 
at leaſt he takes care ſo to order his 


Words, as to gire them no occaſion. to 


bring him into Trouble. (5 th.) When | 


ſuch a fearful. Perſon lives in a Place, | 


where the Truth is profeſſed, there he: {| 
owns it pn but if he comes 


to another place, he finds many Knots 


and Difficulties in the Point, ſo that he 
reſolves to withhold his aſſent, and leave 


/ 


ir undetermin'd t for a timorous Perior 


is always unſtable and wavering. (685. | 


Such a one, when he finds he cannot = 
avoid the owning "of Truth, yet hes 4 


care wo to Henk 7 and. Auch it, chat it 


55 <Cr 12 * 1 
2 r tolerable to the Enemies of 
rip A fearful Man will at 
laſt break forth with an avowed Con- 
feſſion of Truth, but it is when he finds 
Himſelf well back d with Humane Au- 
© thority, that is, when a perſon of un- 
need Reputation in the World, and 
of a great Name and Learning, har aſ- 
Ferted the fame before him, under 
whoſe Authority he then hides himſelf, 
not daring to truſt himſelf under the 
helter of God's Word. ( 8th.) Ac- 
.cordingly ſuch a one is more careful to 
= furniſh and arm hjmſelf with a fine 
Train of humane Teſtimoniesthan with 
the Word of God it ſelf; and thinks he 
hath a Right ſo todo, becauſe he ſees that 
the cheerful Confeſſors of Truth have 
fometimes ſtopt the Mouths of their 
ſfameleſs Adverſaries with the ſame. 
_ (9th. )-A fearful Man is very cautious of 
ils thoſe Books, which might be a 
means of opening his Eyes, pretending 
that ſome ſecrer Poiſon: may lurk in 
them, when indeed the cauſe of his Fear 
1s, left he ſhould fall under the. ſuſpi- 
Cion of Herefy, if he were known to 
read them. And for this reaſon (10th 3 
| fearful Men do uſe to lay aſide and hide 
good Books, tho” they own them to be 
00 bad themſelyes edited by them: 
| tl 
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: not 3 that in ſo doing they 
are aſhamed of the Words of Chriſt. | 
(with. ) A fearful Man's Speech or Si= 
_ - lence is regulated by the Wind that 
| blows from Court. (12th;) He holds 


T7 


his Peace, when abominable open Pro- 


faneneſs and Sins call for his Reproof; 
and when he is put in mind, that his 
Function obligeth him to ſpeak, he ſaith,” - 
he knows it would be to no purpoſe, 3 
and therefore chooſeth rather to ſay 
nothing. (13#b.) His Word is always 
Softly and Fairly, my Friends, Soft nt 

Fair goes far; becauſe he is afraid of ſuf- M 


fering b the chearful Boldneſs of Faith 


in others. (-4th.) Healways fears that 1 
others go too far, not conſider ing, chat YH 
himſelf goes not far enough. Hequick- | 


ly perceiveth the Mote in his Brothers i 


Eye, but minds not the Beam that 4s in 
his own Eye. ( 15th.) The common 
ſort of People he can reproach-boldly 
enough; but when he is to ſpeak to 


great bad honourable Perſons, his Moutly - 


1s gag d. (ich.) When a fearful Man 
at any time bears Witneſs to Truth, he 
takes care to ſpeak it behind the backs . 


of thoſe concerned; whereas: when he: 


ſpeaks: face to face, he gives it quite: 
another turn. (17t.) Having taken 
= — him the Magnet ls he: 
2 is i 


8 0 
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dictiaction, 
C323) He preaches oſten of the Power 
of the hui (vix. ef Binding and Loo 

4 yea cant foray, what 
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W | {© doing 
=; ſon, ( 3 ) The Pulpit is a fearfyb 
Preachers ſtrong Hold and Caſtle ; but 
WW when he is to ſpeak 

= bear Witneſs to the Truth, then he is 


1-8 
— EO 
y ; 


Ab 


| „n le 4 Fox, that- bath * Fs 
Kennel to eſcape 
| finds bimGlf well backed, be thunder: 
it out, but hen that which hedepended 
on, fails. him, be creeps into his hole 
again. {18.) Being got into the Pul- 
pit, he reproves and exclaims boldly :- 


0 4s long 


but being told of it, he denies, that in 
he meant any particular Per- 


very ſupple and complaiſant. (z oth.) 
As the Hare: flieth 
Drum; ſo a fearful Miniſter drops: 


his Freedomof Speech, when the World. 
threatens and terrifies him with appar. . 


rent Danger of being puniſh'd for it. 


(218.). He is always complaining of 
the ſecular Power, becauſe he is alto- 


gether ignorant of the Power of God. 


| (224) He profeſſeth in the Pulpit, that 6 
de muſt leave the Work of Reforming: 


withthe Magiſtrates; for bis part, he can 


do no more towards it: when at the: 


flame time he admits all perſons, without 
to the Lord's Table. 


Ly 


as he 


face to face, and 


e beat of a. 


1 * aa - 


. 


. 
not conſidering, that no Man can take . 


Function do intitle him. (2 4b.) He 


holds his Torge z and when it comes 


their Slave. (2th.) Sometimes a good 


of doing any further good: (3orh.} Ml 


eager #0 grey with the 


Genen of binding u web his 7 


that from him, to which God and his 


ſaith always with the Slothful: There «x 
a Lion in the way; for he fears, ſhould 
he alter any thing of long received Cu- 
ſtoms, he might bring himſelf into Trou - 
ble. ( 25 th. When he hears . 
Speech, fooliſh Talk and Jeſting, he- 


from great Men, he graces it with a 
Smile. (26th.)-He: goes oft into bak 
Company, to the viſible hazard of his 
Soul; for the Fear of Man makes him 


Thought comes into his Mind, to do 
ſomething for the Glory of God; but 
he ſoon confronts it with a, But what 1 
will the People ſay of it Mont they con» © i 
ftrue it ſo $i fry and. then fairly drops it. 
(28th) Above all things he cannot abide: 
to be thought” Singular. (29 He 
carefully-avoidstoo great Earneſtneſs in 
his Function, or Profeſſion of Chriſti- | 

anity, leſt it ſhould expoſe himſelf be- 
fore Men, and ſo make him incapable; 


He very cautiouſly ſhuns frequent and 


e that are cat of" 
and! 
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Wand dcfpiſed: by the World ; fors _ 
the people ſhould fix a Name of | 


Reproach upon him. (3 i.) By Night 


or in Secret, he is willing enough to 
Diſcourſe with good People; but cares 
not to walk with them publickly i in the 
W Street, leſt others ſhould take notice 
of it: but rather appoints ſome certain 


lace to meet them, where his converſ- 


ing with them may be concealed, or at 


leaſt do him no Prejudice. ( 324%) A 


fearful Man that begins to reliſn Truth, 
willingly keeps to the hearing of good 


Preachers, but yet takes care ſo to man- 


age the Matter, as that he may not in- 


cenſe, ſuch as he knows to be ungodly 
and Belly-Servants: which often gives 


occaſion to damnable Hypocriſy, and 
makes the laſt Errour worſe than the 
firſt. - (33d.) (Out of Complaiſanee) 
5 he goes ſometimes to hear the Sermons 
of Hirelings, though they diſpenſe no- 
By thing but Rail ing and Controverſy, as be- 
ing very loath to be quite out with my 


and therefore he gives them a good 
Character before others, for fear of ha- 


ving them upon him. (34.) Alearn-" 


ed Man that is convinced of Truth, 


5 Il 5 but ſomewhat fearful withal, makes it 


his Buſineſs in his Sermons, Diſputati⸗ 
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in n ſomething againſt Quakeriſin;; En- = 


thuſiafm, and Fanaticiſm, in order od 
perſuade his Hearers, that he is truly 


Orthodox. And this done, he thinks 


he may venture to ſpeak the Truth alſo, . 
and that the World will let him paſs 85 
for what he pretends to be. Which is 


true enough; for the World takes it for ³⁶ 


granted, that he means, as they appre- 
hend it, that is, as ſſ oken againſt thoſe, 
upon whom they falſly «beſtow theſe | 
Names. (35th.) A fearful Man rejoy- 

ceth for a ain whilſt the Light” of 

Truth-ſhines upon him; but as ſoon as 
he is called to an Account for it, he is ſore 
afraid, makes many Excuſes, and by all 


manner of Ways endeavourstoextricate - 


| himſelf and to get rid of the Suſpicion. If 

(35 If he apprehends himſelf in dan- + By 
ger of being accuſed for his owning of | 
the Truth, he endeavours to prevent 


it by pleading his e or other , { 


wile to avoid it. (37) When ſome 
and uſeful Work is to be done, 
de doth not undertake it with a ümple 3 
Reliance upon the living God; but 
when he finds good Patrons on his fide, 


and no appearance of danger, he at laſt 1 
ſets upon it: But as ſoon as a rough * Þ 


Wind blows him in the Face, he be- 
to ha as St. — did, after As 
Vent 


- went ont ala the Slip co go to Chr b. 
(38 Like as a Coward in an e 
where his Life is expoſed to dang 
not willing to ſtand in the Front, bor 
would rather bring up the Rear: The 
fame is the 8 of a fearful Man in 
Divine Things. When others have bold- 
ly faced their Enemy, ventured Limb 
and Life, ſuffered Re 
tempt, and after all have obtained the Vi- 
ctory and prevailed thro* the Power of 
Truth, immediately, theſe - fearful ones 
Jain with them, and would fain be loak- 
ed upon asPerſons, who have « 


2 wich. the Month, and patiently 


5 | He — not willingly 4 
ſpondence with thoſe, whe 
EL Workd doth reje& : - Tor be fears his 
Letters might be intercepted;and he be- 
1 Le the ſabje& of Mens talk. (40) 


3 


Officiate in the ſame 
the Elfeck whereof is, that he is truſted 


proach and Con- 


the Truth long ſince. But there ug 4 
vaſt diſference between confeſſing the 


ſabmitting to great 4 Diffi- 


A timorous Miniſter, thongh he o-π·-as 
F| | the Ts Truth, yet is deſirous to live in out- 
ward peace wich thoſe of his own Pro- 
| 1 feſſion, tho* ungodly, eſpecially which 
= Place with him: 


— neither * nor — reaps no 


good 


92 * 2 
1 © 5 - 
Sc 
* 


-C. 19 Li EE 
a Fruits Fs his Miaiſtry (4) £1 
He aſſerts and maintains rafhly. and 
without due conſideration, that wicked 
Miniſters can rightly diſcharge their 
Office, though they want the Spirit of 
Power, of Love, and of a ſound Mind; - 

that we are not to withdraw from them, =_ 
but diligently to attend their Sermons, 2 
pecinſt that witch . — N 3 =_ 


. 


amendment 9 1 rather than aux 
way contribute to the building them 
up in God; not conſidering 2 — they 
do. nothing elſe but pull — what he 
endeavours. to build. But he feareth, 
that if he ſhould. lay open the great 
Miſchief cauſed by ungodly 1 
and the differehee, there is betwixt one 
that is a true ſervant of God, and an 
H ypocritical slave to his Belly, 
(cho' in ſo doing he doth not at ali 
derogate from the Power of God's 
Word) he would be accounted a Do- 
natiſt. (42) Fear of Man is apt to 
perſwade us, that ſhould we undertackke 
to carry on the Work of the Lord Il 
with a greater application and earheſt- 
W *. — be hindred * = 1 


3 
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: ing the 1 So now we are per 
mitted to do; not conſidering that Pre 

God is ready to open a wider door 
to the chearfyl and couragt dus Labou- 


things, that afterwards they are quite 


of any thing. (44 The Fear of Man 


ſome Circumſtances of it; and yet takes 


() The fame Fear expoſes thoſe as 
preſomptuous, Stubhorn, Diſobedienr, 
WW  Sclf-conceited, Proud, and Phar iſaical, 
Who with a cheerfol and child like. Spi- 
ritt break through all 
{ (46) It will not allow a! Miniſter to 

make a too pfain and particular Ap- 
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| waken his Hearers to- a due ſenſe and 


tion, that they might be delivered from 
"He (an) It is a Daughter of Unbelief, 
and. a Mother of Hypocriſy, where- | 
ever we meet with theſe, we may con- 
8 * that the Fear of Man is not far 


9 


rers in his Vineyard. 43) This Fear e i 
makes many at their firſt entrance up- Mon 
on the Miniſtry to yield ſo much in all 


ata loſs, how to begin the Reforming 


finds always ſomething to blame in the 


behaviour of faithful Labonrers, either Piru 


about the manner of their acting or ri. 


no care to mend the matter in bimſelf. 


Oppoſitions. 


plication of his Sermons, ſo as to a- 


underſtanding of their deep Corrup- 


252 "IVY a one of theſe three will 
| bolt 


6 


er 1 wal the World, 3 thee, 


hat re are excluded from the Friendſhip | 1 
dorf God. The Man is convinced of 1 
o- e Truth, and commendeth it, when 1 
ear De is amongſt good People; "bur as..... 4 
up- Pon as he lights into bad Company, 3. 
all De Fear of Man ſeducech him into a MW 
viteMompliance with all their Folly, Vanity, 
ing Mad Wantonneſs, under a falſe and miſ- *l 
lan Wken Notion of allowable Chriſtian Li- |. 


erty. (48) The Fear of Man calls 
drunkenneſs a Sin, and yet allows the _ 
g rinking ofa Perſon of Qualit'ys Health,  _ 
a Man hath already drunk as much 5 
is ſufficient» 49) A fearful Maaen 
es the Glory of God violated, hers 
urſing, Swearing, taking of Gods bo: 
ame in vain, Blaſpheming, Ridicu- ,. | 
g the Scripture, without rouſing 
imſelf to reſ@ys the Honour of his 
30d, who hath reſcued him out of ſo 
any dangers. (5e) The Fear of Man 
never ſo buſy in ſtarting objections, 5 
s in caſes that tend moſt to the pro- Lo 
noting the Glory of God, and the pools . 
f our Neighbour ; whereby he hin- 
ers himſelf from ever Experiencing 
e Glory of God in his powerful Help 
Dad Aſſiſtance, yea it bewitcheth him 
d that degree, that it giveth hima 
ue. evil =o. ſcience, (as Luther TP : 
LE 
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ly tothe Work. (52 When he find 
nothing to cavil at, he cries: the Worfſ 
is not well timed, or is not to be { 
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which perſwades him, he nee] 
not concern himſelf with it; tho? 


be nothing elſe but the Fear of Mag 


cher keeps him back. (51) A Fea 
ful Man, if he be a Lover of that Whic 


is good, rejoyceth to ſee others breal 


through in Faith, and obtain Victori 


and Bleſſings one after another; bi 


yet is afraid to put his hand'chearfi 


upon in this Place, when indeed ther 
is no fault at all, but his own lack 9 


Faith. (53) He faith, I muff take cat 
to live in Peace with my Brethren 
and not to make them my Enemie: 


and continues to diſſemble with them 


s and fo the Dead Bury their Dead 
(4) He is eaſily moF@ to Envy, eſpe 
cClally when he ſees thoſe that are Voung 


acting cheerfully in Faith, and crie: 


* 


that is none of your Work, but mul 


be left to thoſe that have greate 


We Knowledge and Experience. (55) H 
= often faith: my Hands are bound, it 
the buſineſs of the Magiſtrate, the Con 
ſiſtories ought to regulate theſe mat 


ters: if Iwere never ſo willing to bezit 


a good Work, can expect no Aſſiſtanc 
in it. (57) He cries, I can do 


nothing 
alone 


ä ͤ —ę-Tv — — pr ers . — 


elo 


neelone, if others would act as well as 


Is He's afraid of burning his ings 
© ers, and therefore rather employeth a- 


Arrows, but others muſt ſhoot them. 
(5e) He cries, I have been hit already, 


gives way, and fo loofeth What he 


el ſeem'd to have already gained. (6T) _ 
He ſometimes makes uſe of the Scri- 


e call pture to overthro that vrhich ĩt plain 
we I aſſerts and teacheth, that he may 


ey appear a ſtiff Maintainer of Orthodoxy, - 
f which he eſteems his Crown, and there- 


fore cannot think gf parting with ir. 
(62) He cries ſurely we ovght to pro- 


is wiſer thun Men, x Cor. 1. 25. (63) 


manner of doing it, and ſaith, it fiould 
Con have been undertaken after another 
"wat manner; when he himſelf finds no way 


begil[ or manner at all to undertake it as he 
kancl ought. (64) He faith, Faith is Faith, . 
thing though it be weak. Thus he comforts 
„„ 


myſelf, ſomething might. be done. 


$1 don't care to come there again. (803 | 
He ſometimes ventures himſelf in ma. 

ny particulars, but when he finds the 

Storm ariſe, and the Waves beat, he 


ceed with Prudence in all things, not 
conſidering that the Fooliſhneſs of God © 


When a Fearful Man findeth nothing ce 
tax in the thing it ſelf, he blames rhe 
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| himſelf, and ftrives not to attain to 


greater degrees of Strength, whereby 


be might break through all Oppoſition, 


(65) He feareth, where no cauſe of Fear 


is, and frameth many Difficulties to 


bimſelf, which would all be diſpelled 
as a Miſt by the Strength of Faith. 66) 


He is not forward to give way to Uni- 

verſal Love towards thoſe that are en | 
gaged in other Sects, for fear of incur- 
ring the diſpleaſure of thoſe of his own, 
by which means the ſame Enmity is kept 
up amongſt our. Modern Sects, as was 
between the Jews and Samaritans. (67). 


He forſaketh his beſt, Friends in the 


time of Tryal. (68) He reproves not 
his Neighbour, ſays, that God is ſo mer- 
ciful, and ſo great a Lover of Mankind, 
that he doth not doubt, but he will 


pluck him out of the Mire in his due 


time. 69) He faith, things are not to 


be forced at once, we muſt proceed by 
ſteps, tho he himſelf do not advance 
in Faith from one ſtep to another, 


that is, from a lower to a higher Degree. 
A ſtrong Place, faith he, is not to be 
taken at once, the Lines muſt firſt be 
Fniſhed, and before he hath. got things 
ready for an aſſault, the cauſe is Joſt. 

(70) When a Fearful Man is to preſs 


the inward Truth of Clviltianity, N 


09 2 21 8 
Aith, Anf it is too lien FR PETE _ 
if he is to reproye any outward Mi- ny 
carriage, he accounts it a thing indiffe= - 
rent, or elſe faith, we muſt not begin 
at ontward things. (71) He goes furs. 
cher ſometimes. and faith; To what pur- 
poſe is all this buſtle? My Reproots 
would but make the People worſe, 
(72) He is very apt to believe any. 
falſe Reports againſt the faithful Chil· 
dren of God; and becauſe his Heart 
is toſſed: with Fear, he is very forward 
in warning them to take heed to them 
ſelves, and by his imprudence damps | 
and ſtilles their cheerfulneſs of Faiths  Þ 
(73) He ſits om the Bench, when Be- 
lievers are condemned, and conſents 
to the unjuſt Sentence pronounced a- 
gainſt them. (74) He faith, as long 
as I can but keep my. {elf within due .M 
bounds, I ſhalt be in a better condition 
to gain others; For wg muſt with St. 
Paul become Weak with the Meal. But 
here lies the difference, that what St. 
Paul did, proceeded from Faith, an 
Divine Diſcerning; whereas in him = 1 
is the Fruit +, e e —_ | 
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hs Fear: of 7 


1. 
any Thouſands 10 Souls are 
thereby kept back from a true 
And thorough Repentance and Conver- 
ſion; becauſe they do not ſuffer the 
Knowledge of the Truth, the Bright- 


neſs whereof hath enlightned them, to 


ſhine forth in its full ſtrength, but keep 


it impriſoned by manifold hypocriti- 
Cal Pretences. One is afraid of his 


wicked Miniſter ; another, of his wick- 


_ c<dParents; another, of his Brethren in 
the fame Function; ; another, of his Pa- 


trons; another feareth the Cenſure of 


ſome famous IÞvines; another, that of 
his Svperiors and Ma iſtrates, &. in 
cConſideration whereof we have great 
reaſon to ſay with our Saviour, Mat. 


18. 7. Wo unto the World becauſe of Of-| 


fences! for what an abominable and 
horrible Sin is it for a Man, to give oc- 
Caſion to others of falling into this 
Aufl Fear, and thereby to hinder their 

f — But 200 this is not ſuffi 


Cient 


take wpe 


5 = 
"ab 


. 5 
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| Gent” to. DE thoſe, FOO Fete Men. 
more than the living God. Would to 


God the Magiſtrates might here open 


their Eyes, to fee the ad Effects of their 
oyerforwardneſs in determining and re- 
_ gulating divine Matters, by which they 


very much obſtruct the Faification of 


others, and pinch” it within ſuch nar⸗ 
ro- bounds, by tying it vp to their 
manner and form, tho? no ſuch limita- i 
tions are to be found in the Word of 


God, and bind the Conſciences of Men. 


where God hath not boung them, and 18 

won them the Jad 3 "which - | 
God hath fete to himſelf? True ir 
is, that by this means they make them⸗ 
ſelves to be feared by Men, and are an 
occaſion of turning afide 1 many, that 
were in a fair way to Repentance, to 
Diſſimulation an Hypocriſy; but they 1 


will once, to their great Sorrow, be 


made ſenſible who they: be that are con- 
_. cerned in that of our Lord: | 
| e that Jhall offend one of theſe little ones, 


Wo unto 


II. 


8 Neither! is the Fear of Man ales ob- | | 
8 tacks, 3 in thoſe that are already Con- 
verted, to their Growth in Godlineſs; 


foraſmuch as thereby they deprive 


themſelves of many opportunities to 
| Lee od. Edifie themſelves ia If 
= 2 '* ON God, 1 
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=. © God, RUE they ſtand 1 in a 

2 7+ af For this Fear makes us avoid the 
il Converſation of: thoſe. who are moſt- 
wy able to build us up in our moſt holy A 

Faith; it makes us guilty of many Sins 


: 1 againlt « our Know ledge and Conſcience: 8 
Andi as a chearful Confeſſion of the 
Truth is a great Comfort and Happi- 

WY neſs to a Man, and incredibly, advan- 
css him in Faith, and the Love a; God; 

900 on the contrary doth the hiding or 
utter denying of what a Man owns i 
bis Heart, keep him quite down, and 

WL hinders bim from ever arriving at any 

= degree of Strength, and from the chear- 
ful ſhewing forth of the Fruits of the 

= Spirit. Many know not5what the rea- 
ſon is, why they make ſuch ſlow advan- 
ces in their Spiritual Growth, - when 

WH 2ll. this while the Enemy, that is the 

WL cavſe of it, lurks in their own Boſoms, 

: . tho' they take him for their beſt Friend, 

1 o this Fearfulneſs to be nothing 


elſe but Wiſdom „ „ 
When true Miniſters are MET Y 
1 by force, their Conſciences ſhackled, and 
their good purpoſes hindred, and e- 
| bY: 'very way daſhed and terrified, if they 
ate not e <nougk, au to 
* „ 


3 r 
= o MAC > 
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—— 
hed 
* 2 N 
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8 
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"of their Function, loſe their power, 
inſomuch that they hardly know them: = 
- Flves, what or how they ought to 
" ſpeak, expoſe themſelyes to frequent 
regrets, conſume themſelves with "in- 
ward Grief and Sorrow, and A 
Aſtleſs in all their performances. And = 
by this means God's judgments over- 
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come the Fear of Man : 3 they become 1 


dejected and heartleſs in the diſcharge 


take the Magiſtrates, who have taken 
upon them a Power over their Conſci- = 
ences, and fall upon City and Coun- 


try: Churches and Schools are depri- 
ved of their faithful Teachers, and 


puniſhed with "unfaithful Hirelings 5 


the moſt excellent Gifts which God JM 
hath beſtow2d upon them, become al- | 


together fruitleſs, and the great good, 


which might have been effected by chem, 
is hindered. How great an Encou- 
ragement is it to a faithful Labeu- 
rer in the Lord's Vineyard, when his Il 
faithful Endeavours are acknowledged | 


by others, and when they offer him 


their helping band; and on the other 
hand, it muſt needs cool and damp | 

his Spirits, when he finds, that he can 
do nothing that will pleaſe thoſe that 

5 are ft over him, and after much ado- i} 


ö 1 "90 is 


. 3 

7 hardly procure the Liberty of pramo- 
Hog real Goodneſs and Ray. a: 
When others ſee thoſe WhO Kip 


= that which. is good, (or at leaſt ought 
do know it,) backward in owning and 


confeſſing of i it, and ont of fearfulneſs 
diſſemble i it, they are thereby ſtrength- 
ened in their Hypocriſy and Wick- 
edneſs: And the groſſer this Hypo- 


= 2 and Fearfulneſs is, the more hurt 


it doth to others, by confirming them 
in the ſame. Nay it happens often, 
W that by the Fear of Man in one ſingle 
| Miniſter, many Thouſands are- encou- 
raged in their Hy ee Diſſem· 


bling. „ 
This 1 Fear is Man wakes: pong! ls 


WH honourable Perſons the moſt miſera- 


ble of all Men: for hence it is, that 
Wl no. body ever tells them the Truth, 
| which might lead them to the know- 
tedge of themſelves. A Court Preach- 


14 | nts above all Men to ſtand free 


of the Fear of Man, and to be poſſeſt 


of a great boldneſs of Faith, to — 
and reprove· Princes to their Face, as 


LMNachan did to David. But, alas there 
are ſnch to be found? G! the horri- . 
die and irreparable Evils W 


* 
ER 


3 


repfope an. 


* \ N 5 
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e 
Fear of Man doch at Court, which 1 
are like to account for, who hold their i 
Tongues, when hoy. W nc. _ = 


VI. „ 

The Fear of Man 3 is 1 for main - .- 
taining old Cuſtoms';. and whilſt every Ml 
one is afraid of Innovation, all Abu- 
ſes are thereby the more and more au- 
thorized, ſo that all things proceed 
continnally from bad to worſe, becauſe 
nothing is reformed or amended. = 
Wherefore it cannot be expected, that 
a Miniſter guilcy of this Fear of Man, 
ſhould ever by his endeavours bring his- 
Church or Pariſh i into a berter and more 
1 Stats. 

vn. 


Were there are two * more fearful” | 
_ Miniſters in-tae ſame Place, tho they 
may perchance have: a good Intention, 
yet in effect they perform nothing wer- 
thy of their Calling. For the one hin- ⁶ 
dreth the other from the chearful and 
faithful diſcharging of his Duty, Ir. || 
would be better for ſome, to have for 
their Fellow- labourer, one that is avow- 
edly wicked, who perhaps by his Enor⸗-⸗ 
mities might force the Truth from them, ⁵ü 
than to have a fearful Nicodemus for. | 
their ä that ſnuns eil. — I 
"G4: Fi At 


1 5 BY 85 | 5 32) 
'» God crowns His true e with 
«il 3 manifold Succeſs and Bleſſing : he ma- 


_  nifeſts his Glory in them, and makes 
bare his Arm before them: but there is 
7 nothing of all this, where Unbelief hath 
—_ gained admittance, and where the Hon- 
1 - dur due to God from and before all 


Muen is not chearfully, and undauntedly WM _ 
1 rendred unto him. For a fearful Man 
= truſts God no farther than his Reaſon 
reaches and carrieth him: and when 
any ching eroſſeth that, he preſently 
_ giveth way. And therefore he can ne- 
ver behold the 9 of ee, amo 
Wl he wants C | 
IK. at 
When the Adverfaries of Truth. ſee 
"ole that love it, ſnun the Light, this 
ſtrengthens them in their bad Cauſe, 
1255 n them not to be in the right; 
becauſe if they were, 95 K. a have 


n need to fear 1 3 1 NT 
11 "A fearful Man ahioks PRE by 
| "humane Means to avoid the Perſecution 
that is raiſed. becauſe of the Wor 
where as there by he frequentlyplungerh 
- himſelf much deeper into Scorn, Con 
tempt, and all manner of Miſchief: be- 


| .< 1 he ne Rey owe his 3 to 
his 


; 4 


5 _ if the Devil inſult at us. 


in like manner, when we ſee the 
approach of God's Judgments, we ought | 
+ to: ſnatch Men like Firebrands ont of [ =" 
the Fire; but a fearful Man always ap- 
prehends,. he-might burn himſelf by en- {i 
deavonring to fave his Neighbour : In 


- 'oyertake u5,and croſh us both IDE. þ 
$119 3-by N b 
8 0 50 doth infinitely : al Wound with ier 5 


77 


. TW n Abi than to the Divine. 4 
. Froteckion. 1 


XI. 


St. a Faith: as) . 5 „ Ref _ I 
5 Devil, and he will flee from 707 and 
the reverſe of it is full as true: for the 

more we give way to the Devil and 
his Inſtruments, out of fear, the more 
they purſue and preſs upon us. Men 
might rid themſelves of many troubles, i 
could they but chearfully rely upon the 1 


Authority of their Function, and bold- ” | 


1y perform what. God hath commanded 
them. If we neglect this, it is no afro 


When A wioule i is on irt. We 
we have a deſire to. ſave, mult be laid 
hold off with Courage and Reſplution: 
near 


the mean time the Judgments of God- 


£ 


ove and Goodneſs towards Man- þ 


15 9 
ths, and WIT willingly every Day 


„„ Pour 


N. 
re 


ot - 
* 


& 
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223 


i pour at new W. and Bleſſi gupon 
us: but we are not receptive<c t them 
ae only by the Childlike Spirit of 
Faith. Since therefore a fearful Man doth 
not act in the ſtrength of the Child-like 
Faith, but always apprehends, God 
might ſome time or other forſake — 

ho ty a himſelf - of manifold and 


great Bleſſings, not paly —_ 1 
"© nel allo. e 
1 Children eee N their 
# Parents, and as the Miniſter is, ſuch 


4 commonly are his Hearers. If 'there- 
WE fore a Miniſter be fearful, how will his 
' Hearers be ever excited to a true Chear- 
fulneſs of Faith? And thoſe of them 
who by the Grace of God are freed 
from the Fear of Man, and ſerve God 5 

ichopt Fear, will never have any Con- 
fdence towards their Teacher, till they 
Fas him difingaged from this ſin- 
ul Fearfulneſs. Many Miniſters do 
Londer, why the faithful Children of 
God have ſo little Confidence in them, | 
not conſidering, that the Reaſon of it 
is, becaufe their Flock never ſaw in 
WT them the leaſt proof of a good Shep- 
. Nh i 8 5 who expoſes bimſelf to N / 
. * his Elock's 9 5 


3 7 8 
j 9 wr * * * * oY 


t ther many | Souls, by making them Slaves | 
to their Authority to that Degree, that: ü 
for fear of them they dare not go to 
hear able and faithful Miniſters, to be 

inſtructed by them in the way of Truth; 

though they be convinced of it in their 
Hearts. And this is the very thing 'F- x: 
. WM faid before, that this Fear of Man hin- 
ders many Thouſands either from being 
Converted at all, or from their further 
Per and | Progreſs in in Chriſtianity, ” 9 

ff this Pear of Man is the Bane both of: 8 
| City and (Country. Our Fuperiors Bl 
wou'd appoint good Miniſters, but Fear 
hinders them, - becauſe they are nor 
willing, to difpleaſe this or the other 
Man. Thus the People muſt be plagued - 
with a wicked Miniſter. They that 
ſhould ſpeak at the Election of a 1 2 i 
| ter, hold their Tongues for Fear. In- 
the Courts © " Judicature' this Fear pers 
xerts Juftice, and bereaves Widows IM 
and Orphans, the Poor and Diſtreſſedt 
of their Right, becauſe no Body will 
HBeartily eſpouſe their Cauſe. The Mi- 
niſters flatter their Superiours, and then 
the Miniſters, and the reſt flatter them 
both. And all this is che n Fruit. 
- the Fear of 00h: Ii 15 


any RO FP 


A 
1 


Wm numerable Souls are of by Relfon 
vor this Fear of Man. A fearful Mini- 


gaining upon his People by little and 
little; for; ſaith he, it muſt not he done 
all at once.” But before he is aware, un- 
look d for Death prevents and ſpoils all 
his cautious Prudentials, leaving noir 


1 nee but # bad Conſcience. 

_ Bp XVIII. 8 
_— He that is tonvincea af the Tide 
_ Troth,and is ſenſible of the Corruption, 


into which Men are ſink, but withal cap- 
_ Livated by this Fear, or a 81 
Authority, ſũeh a one is atwaysplagued_ 


and being unwilling to break off quite 
either with the World or the Children 
= of God; he is looked upon as unfaithful 
+ by-them both: he-expoſeth himſelf to 


ce breaking through with a chearful 
3 _ would have coſt him. He finds 
no joyful Aſſurance in Prayer,the Word 
WI of God hath no relifh with him: What he 
WE utters; is Ambiguous, Waveringand Di- 
Wi. ſtaſtful to the Children of God. 8 
WE is not ſeaſoned withSalt. He never attains - 
to a true Communion of Saints; and 
| when he mould Teomfgrt and ſtrengthen | 

| Re FE bg * 


ſter flatters himſelf with" the hope of 


„ in A aj» lily ld BY OY Ot wn © © 


ave to Humane 


and tormented by a bad Conſcience: -. 


far more Trouble aud Anxiety than 


= as 


1 


others, 7 exciting and Mona ink: i 
in the Power of God; he rather drives 
them to Fear and Deſpondency; and 
quenches the Spirit. of God in them; 
and whereas he ſhould unite them in the 
Bond of Love, he rather divides and 
ſeparates them, for fear of their offend- 
ing his Darling World. Phus he goes 
on himſelf without any Spiritual Experi- 
ence, contenting bimſelf with thelbare _ 
Shadow. of Chriſtianity, which he hat 
laid hold on inſtead of the Spirit and 
Truth of it, and with the good Wort, 
wherewitll he can ſet it forth; being at 
the ſame time void of Soul and Life, 
without Spirit and Power: he depriveth 
others of their Strength too, and ſo 
falls at laſt into Security, carrying i 
others alſo along with him, and b7 a 
*S theſe” Steps is in Danger of utterly, de- 
8 nying the Truth, and dee 
= | him into ha oa pe hf, 
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CHAP. : 


of 15 Bikuſes that are lh male 


10 e the Fear of Man. 5 


{A mility to acknowledge the Fear 
of Man, and diſcover it to be a great 


Exil, and ſo ſtrive againft it with Pray- 
8 and Supplication: then the Danger 

is not ſo great; for then the Work is 
begun, Which if followed, will fully 

defiver us from it. But there are very 
few that will acknowledge this Fault iin 
themſelves, and rather expect to be 


look d upon as thoſe that do nothing 


but what is right and praife-worthy, 
day, moreover are very ready to find 
fault and correct others. But' when 
others that cannot juſtifie their Actions, 
begin to Diſcourſe with them about it, 
they are for juſtifying themſelves and 
endeavour to palliate Their Fear of 

with various and manifold Excuſes ;, 


Man 


ſome whereof are more groſs, and pal- 
pably diſcover, that they want the 


Grace of Selt-denial ; but others juſtifie 
_ themſelves fo plauſi bly, that they blind 
me at ve Ber: who take them for 


- FF 


7 Gon 28 e begin With ue Hu- 


a * bende 8 Nom 
he grafer Jars of =— ane As follow « * 


278 ond. iSbould I lack at d , 2 
ſhould f don be called to an aoroumt for it. 
Well, but ſhould this hinder a faithful 
dervant from executing his Maſters Com: 
mands faithfully? Or ought he to * 
fo little eonfidence in his God, ' 
queſtion his Protection, when the — 
A gather themſelves together. againſt _ 
him, faying, Ler u bring an Acouſation 

| againft him, as they did to 8 5% 
and other of the Prophets? * Ned 

_ 5 597 55.412 nel” 

Wel, but B Mo eee 
F ſhall be put to Charges and Trouble. 
Anſwer. Thoſe hike 5 ut you to thoſe 
Charges and Loſs, act very unjuſtly, 
and the Magiſtrate, that doth not pu- 
niſh fuch Crimes, doth worſe, in ſuffe- i 
ring a faithful Preacher to he put to. 
Trouble and Charge for diſcharging _ 
his Duty. But. as for thee, thou art 
only a Steward; let the Money go: 
aſſure thy ſelf they will get nothing 
by it, neither wilt thou loſe any thing. 
Have Faith in God, he will reſtore to 
thee an Hundred - fold, what thou haſt 
loſt for his Names fake. God is a faith- 
* 1 and r de it only thy 
3 5 „ (are 


A 


0 40 3 . 
care » bes faithful Servant: He will 


| never let thee be a Loſer for his Take, 


es | Ld 
. But you will ſay: Indeed. if I had not 
4 Wife and Children, ſomething might be 
donc; and beſides, I am commanded to take 


bare of my Family. ly on Chriſt ſaith, 
Matt 10% 37. „ that loveih Father or 
Mother more than me : And he that loveth 


Son and Daughter more than me, is not 


. worthy of me. Ton muſt forſale all; or cle 
yon can't Fe a N 1 . _ 
9 1 33. 


F > Wha ' of 8 2) 15 6 Wen he 


But it is written 7 any Man 5 
not for his own, and ſacral for thoſe of 


bis own Houſe, he bath denied the Faith, 
aud is worſe than an' Infidel, 1 Tim. 5. 
38. Anſwer : If Children, and Childrens 
Children do not nouriſh; and take care 


for their Old and impotent Parents, 
nor behave themſelves dutifully and 
thankfully toward » them, they ſhew 
thereby, that their Chriſtianity is no- 
thing but Hypocriſy; becauſe. the Hea- 
then themſelves were careful to per- 
form their Duty toward their Parents. 
And this is the right ſence of St Pan 
Words: But no body will hinder thee 
7 from Maintaining and defending thine 
on * and that of thy Family, 


* 5 th 5 * 


0. 1 
e 4 


i Family. 


N 


provided hy "ci, be be without 153 
Covetouſneſs, and that thou art Con- 


rented with ſuch things as thou haſt. 


But God's Honour muſt not ſuffer a 


jot under pretence of providing for thy 


ſhall be . fo gon. n 6. 3 3. 
"But this 5s _ Buſineſs of our #25 


. rates and. Superiors; let them look: to it. 
Anſwer : We ought to obey God ra- 
ther than Man. The Magiſtrate muſt 


Anſwer for it, ifhe require un juſt things; 


thou muſt be anſwerable for it, if thou 
obeyeſt them in things unlawful, or if 
upon their account thou omitteſt what 
_ God. requireſt of thee. 


belong to thee to ſay, Let the Magi- 


| 1 look to it. God hath made thee 
alſo a Steward: and Overſeer, and there 
fore he'll. 
N moe. not from another. 7 oy 


require an Account from 


VI. 


; . 5 0 V be — 85 out of our Places Por L 
8 Ben for it. Anſwer. Happy art 
thou 1 

3 Though Man caſt thee off, 
yet God will take thee up. And as ſoon Py, 

. len wes far. orercomeſt the * af 
"a. 1 85 155 


thou ſuffereſt for Conſci- 


Therefore learn thou this 55 
Talos: 5 eck. firſs the Kingdom of God 
Aud his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe ne 65 
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ble for them. 


1 dome by Faith, and which will 'appea 
in * * bar . 


Nr 


= Man, thou wilt begin to Eavecience 
= the true Joy in thy Heart : Neither 
_ ſhalt thou need to bury thy Talent 


upon this Account: For God can pro- 


vide for thee without a Beneſice, and 
| whenever it pleaſeth him, can make uſe 
of thee for thy Neighbours Protit, and 
| the Adyancement of his own Glory. 
| But it is plain, that thou ſerveſt thy 
Belly and not God, when thou art 


unwilling to leave thy 0 for the 


| fake of God and a 80 d Conſcience, 


But we * what we can. 9 1 
Thou canſt not do any thing of thy 


ſelt. But if thou art in Chriſt, then 


he alone doth all that is good in and by 
thee. But who can boaſt, that he does 
as much as the Grace and op 
rit of Chriſt doth enable him to do? 

Valiant Soldiers never think they have 


behaved themſelves in Battle with all 


the Zeal and Faithfulneſs that iis poſſi- 
He that is throughly ſen- 
üble of the Weightineſs of the Mini- 
ſterial Function, muſt needs acknow- 
ledge, he cannot anſwer God for the 
many "things he hath omitted for Fear 
of Man, which we might have over- 
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he hath never yet tried what is poſſi- 
ble by the Grace of God. At the be- 
ginning indeed very little appears poſ- =. 
{ble to us; but if we venture boldly, 
relying upon God, we ſhall find our 
ſelves able to do greater things; and 0 


inthe end be able to ſay with St Paul, 
Phil. 4. 13. I can do allthi "gs thrauph 


Chrif who Rrengtheneth me. Overcome 


nee the Fear of Man, and then 


VIII. 5 


We bake our Church Orders, lfu e 
obſerve them, then, who can find ſauit with 
uw 2. Anſwer... Some Church Orders are 
better than others; but Ged's Word 
particu- 


is the beſt Rule b all, more 
larly both the Epiſtles to Ti 


_— and 
that to Titus, art the Rule and Stand-. 


ard of all the Church Regulations. 


There are ſome neceſſary Points that 


do not belong to Church Government, 


Some Church Ordinances meaſirne 
things too ſhort, ſo that the Uhurel |} 
Concerns cannot effectually be promo 
ted and ſecured by them. And too -- Mi 
ngs are allowed by them, BY 
that God's Word doth not allow. Than 
2 88 5 „ I- 
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= 5 e but bed to Ge, 
Word. This caſe excepted, it is Very 
commendable for thee 'to be diligent 
in obſerving all Church-Orders, for re t 
promoting the Hatour of God, 12 
e common br a: 
- Neither 2 are Presta "ru way Men 
4 ſeek to excuſe their Fear of Man 
aſter ſuch a groſs manner. For tir 
. People make uſe of ſuch as are never Ee 
nà whit better. When the Magiſtrates . 
are deeply engaged in the Fear of Man, 
and conſequently endeavour to cruſh 
that which is good in others; their 
Topping Excuſe is, that publick Peace 
and Tranquility is to 'be” preſerved, 
whatever come of it. And this is, be⸗ 
cauſe they don't underſtand the * | 
ture and Deſign of the Goſpel, of 
which Chriſt: ſays, Matth. 10. 34, 35: 
Think not that I am come to ſend Peace - 
Earth: T came not to ſend Peace 
Earth, but the Sword. For F am come y 
* 4 Man at Variance againſt his Father, 
and the Daughter againſt her Mother, and 
the Daughter in Law, againſt her Mother 
is Law: And a Man's Foes ſhall be they 
| of bis own Flouſpold. But, alas! we ne-fi 
ver enquire, who is the cauſe” of the 
trouble 88 258 Who W con- 
tene 
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at ond for Dy Word, 15 Xs that” 1 
vill not receive it, and who by belch⸗ 1 
ng out their lies and ſlanders againſt , 

ire the cauſe of all the noiſe and 5 
quiet, and therefore ought to be pu- 

iſhed. . But where the Wolf is Judge, 
he poor Sheep always Arpubles the 
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hem of. Peace, they make. themſelves re. 
to Battle, Much might be ſaid here: 
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* od grant chat the Magiſtracy may . BY 
ted el the Divine Peace intheir own Souls, heh: 
lan. We would they. endeavour to lay the 1 

unis gut Foundation of a laſt ing Peace a- bet 
heir nongſt thoſe cor nmitted to their Care, N 
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nd not concern themſelves. with the 
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_ alſe Peace, where every. one is ſettled - b 
be pon the, 1 0 his corr nn. and un- . 
00 Nature. e 4 4 
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The Ro Feaple ſay, We Re 
r diſpleaſe the Clergy, our Spiritual Guide:: 1 
Wk: If they be. Spiritual, as you _— | 
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3 5 all them, they will never be againſt = 
85 ou in any thing that is good. But jf 
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ey be againſt you, when you are car--.- . 
eltly purſuing your edification baye then wr 5 
$oFcllowſhip with the unfruitful Works 

H Darkneſs, but rather reprove them; 
r be ſure they are not Spiritual bur 
1 What N Chi, Matth, 15. 
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14. Ler them alone, thi Blind 
ers 14 the Blind: . 
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--* But we maſt. not 40 ow Tow 5 re 
Anſwer. An Nypocritical Servant of 9 
bis Belly fancieth himſelf deſpiſed, ye 
when any ſeek to be edified by others 2 
hs 
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beſides himſelf, and yet more, if we tell 
Aim to his Face, that we do profit more 
by anothers Preaching than by his 
_T rue Servants of God ſeek not-their 
own Honour; but much rather-rejoyce 
when they ſee the People built up in 
their moſt holy Faith, let it be done by 
whom it will. Will 2 wiſe Shepherd 
complain that he is deſpiſed, if any 0 
ther brings a ſtrayed Sheep to his Flock 
again. Tis of far greater cbncern, tha 
cy Soul be ſaved, than that the Reſped 
of an ambitious Preacher ſhould be pre 
| ſerved. Let him be converted, ant 
' Preach with the Demonſtration of Sp 
rit and Power, and then the Sheep wil 
| ſoon know his Voice, and follow him 
as à good Shepherd. A Farthing i is 10 
_ deſpiſed, becauſe we value it as a Far 
thing; for tis coyned for no mon 

. 2 is the caſe, when we vall 
an idle Babler according to M this 
worth, what reaſon has he to complaiſ ing 
that 1 he is 5 Or if it ben co 155 


N 5 1 
I” Lend, Wh x r 
3 by n r 6 
. N * * 1 
o . = 
— . : n a —— 2 
a vena —— — 
_- — — * 


{ 


. vaſe of it. For it is God's 43 . 


niſhment upon wicked Preachgrs, 4 
render them deſpicable, Mal. 2 8, 


ye have oo” many to ſtumble at the 
Law: 'ye have corrupted the Covenant of 


have Lalſo made you contemprible and bafe = 
before all the People, according as you have 
not kept my Ways; but have been par- 
tial in the Law.— Thou mayeſt not 
ſander” any body; for then thou art 
juſtly complained: of. But when thou 
only ſeckeſtthe Edification of thy Soul, 
whereſoever thou findeſt it moſt, and 
heartily to follow thy Saviours Steps; ; 
then no bodyhas'reaſon to complain of 
thee; and he that does, betrays him- 
ſelf, that he ſeeketh his Ow mak 1 not | 
What! 18 Chriſt's. 5 5 | 

XIII. > 


| ſwiey; This is:uſually alledged by thoſe 
that will not go from their own Pariſh | 
Church, nor hear any other Miniſter 
to edifie themſelves. And wicked Preach- 
ers are ſo impudent as to make uſe of 
this Text, to deter others from hear- 
ing God's Word from any but them-- - 
l 9 it be why as __ 
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9. But ye are departed aut of the Way 4 7 


e, oy the Lord V Hoſts': Therefore 
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Wi . ber Gromh and, kaffe 


in God, in ſo doing thou doſt not 


1 5 worſhip other Gods; but, on the con- 


trary, doſt abhor and reject them, as 


6 [ Z | the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt. of the Eyes 


and Pride of Liſe, chooſing to ſerve 
the only true living God alone, But 


ae of, and depend upon Envious and 


When certainly thou art a Worſhip- 


tthered and barren Trees. Wherefore 
| _ ſuffer. not thy ſelf to be blinded by 
ſuch a groſs and abominable wreſting 

of Scripture: But ſeek thy Edificati- 

on to the utmoſt thou art able, and 
purſue thy Chriſtian Race without ben 
| Jer the Wi orld aß what it 3 


8 


15. Let no: Man deſpiſe thee; Anſwer. 
is great pity, that — .. Text ſhould 
commonly be made uſe of as a Cover 
| to carnal Preachers, and be perv . 
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the Fear of Man makes thee ſtand in 


9 Ambitious Servants. of their own-Bel- 
les, and to keep fair with them, thou | 
daͤoſt neglect the Edification of thy Soul. 


per of other Gods, and a Servant of 
Fheipleſs Idols, who are dead in Sin, wi- 


oy i st Pace: Mr” a 10 Tim OY 62. 


h favour -of their Pride and n : 
ho from hence conclude, that they 
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reſpect, and not to ſuffer any thee 155 
contempt, and to interpret whatever 
is done to their Perſons, as an aſſault 


of their holy Function, to engage them. 
ſelves in worldly Conteſts; and to pour 


forth their Malice and Bitterneſs againſt 


all thoſe who they ſup 
fronted them. If a true Child of God, 
and eſpecially one of an inferior Rank, 


tells em the Truth, they ſwell with . 
anger, and tell him, they are not ac- 
countable to him, he ſnhould meddle 


with his own Buſineſs, and not reflect 
upon the ſacred Order. 
being very well acquainted with the 


churliſn Temper of a great many Mi- 


niſters, they are afraid to ſpeak to 


them, or to do any thing which che 


Miniſters may interpret to be againſt 
the reſpect due unto them: As for 


Example: To frequent the Sermon of 88 


others, whereby they may be 


edißied, or otherwiſe to converſe with 


And more | 
over perſwade themſelves, that it would 
juſtice in them to doit, 


God's faithful Servants. 


be a piece of Inq 
when they hear the Preachers allec 


F. Ee 


ſuch Texts as theſe: Let no Man de- 


ſpiſe ther: N 50% deſpiſes you, deſpiſes 
me. But this is a ſcandalous abuſe of 


a RO os ahne Apoſtle r means 
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poſe have aft 
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| Fey mobe than Saks Titus ſhoutd 
-withucarneſtneſs apply himſelf toi the 
aiſcharge of } his: adtion. and at the 
ame time be a ſhining Example to o- 
thers by the Holineſs of his Life, that 

no body might have cauſe to vilifie | 
His Office. This appears, from the 
8 ing Words: Theſe:tthings ſpeak; 
aid. Err hoff d rebake with alli Authoriry. 
And imthie 7th and gt Verſes he ſays, 
An all things ſbemimg #by ſelf a Pattern of 
Godd Works, in Doctrine ſbewing Uncor- 
rnptueſs; Gravity, Sinberity, found ſpeech 
That raunot be condemned, that he that is 
of the contrary part, may be aftamed, having 
an evil thing” to {ay of you [ The! ſame 
| be writes alſo to Timothy in the 1 Epi- 
Itle 4. 12. Let u Fs ik deſpiſe thy 
Tach. Shall we think that St. Paul by 
theſe: words intended to warn Timothy 
xo he very. careful to maintain his out- 
werg Reſpet and Authority; to ſuf-· tri 
fer none of the vulgar to put him in 
Mind of his Duty, nor permit his Au- 
ditors to be Edified' by others, whichfnd 
Would tend tothe leflen ing of himſelf? Ir 

t at all; for he fullyexplains himſelf 
Abe following Words: Bus be thou an 
Example ef the Belicvers in Mord, in 
Kantele, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
2 e Til FINE Attendance tt 
Reading 


| Reallings rigs i ickinnolios, 1 Dorfi. 

> | Thi ds t ay, the:way: for Miniſters - 
| || tolavdhil cohtempt, is to perform theit 
13 Buty with All Application and Dili. 
t gene! aud co lead a blameleſs Life. 
13 is, the Wicked will ſpeax 
e evil ob them, bely and Hander' them; 
% bat at is'.no more than ſmoke diſſips- 55 
y. Ited by the Sun, and their Cal 0 

Sy 
of 
7. 


ſoon-vaniſhes, for when-they ave known, 

io Ry will believe em, but Ohriſtis 
own Lambs will then! put an high Value 
ch and Eſteem upon —— And this alſo 
i the meaning of the Words of Crit 
ik. 10. 16. Chriſt there commande 
hat we ſhould hear thoſe h come in 
is Name, or are ſent by him, and a- 
ide in his Truth ; that we ſhould at- 
end to their Wotds, and not to le 
hem in at one Ear, and out at the 
ther. -\Accordingly: « etery one -onght 
frictly' to try and to examine himſehf, 
cherher he comes truly in the Name 
f hriſt, whether he be ſent hy im, 
nd keep cloſe to the Word of God; 
r whether, inſtead of Gods Word, le 
aſel{ntertain his Hearers with Critter wd : 
hey narks, and Hiſtory, Symbols, Emblems, - 


ai 4 ea; Whether he der in his Sermons - 
holly ſ rd” God's Ordinance br 
ing " 8 8 a Als . 
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in[d ocher ſuch like > Uldmone gventions, © 


his rejecting at eating choſe, | © 
who deſire. heartily: to [govern their * 
Lives by the Law of Chriſt. He that th 
hears ſuch a Slanderer, doth not hear 
God, but the Devil himſelf: There- 
. fore! no Man ought to be afraid of the M 
ITbreatnings of ſuch a carnal Preacher; 
but endeavour to promote the Sah, 
tion of his Soul with all Earneſtneſs I © 
and to procure his ow-n Edification, jel 
as much as poſſibly be can. For cit 89“ 
out of fear to diſpleaſe others, à Man 
neglects his Converſion. and Edification 
who will be able to make. So the 
Loſs: to him. 

The more ſabrle gk nfl e 
carry a greater e of Re a 
TO e 10 FFT 27 e 
| However, wo a her uſe 1 drato 4 
Chriſt himſelf {#1*;, Be as wiſe as St 
pents, and innocent as Doves, Mat. 10 
e If. we ſhould imprudently blunt 
out all, we ſhould [poil all. Anſwer, Then 
are two ſorts of Wiſdom, one that come 
from above, and another, that is fro - 2 
beneath, James 3. IF. The forme fall, 
_of. theſe i is unreproveable, and a mod 
precious Gift of the moſt high; and 
Called, The Wiſdom of the Juſt. Luk. 
17. This is a noble Wiſdom indeet 
racer aoth thergafter, his Praiſe ſbi 


end 


eee, 
tnalure for ever. But now what is this 
Wiſdom? No other than the Fean of 


the Lord. Pſal. 3. v. 10. Wherefore 


this Wiſdom is the true and only Poi- 
ſon that infallibly deſtroys the Fear of 


Man, and makes us to contemn the Wicks - 


ad, but to Honour them that Fear ' the 


Tord. Pſal. 15- v. 4: And this repre- 


ſents. God ſo Glorious and full of Ma- 
jeſty- in our Hearts, that we readily 


give up Money, Goods, Honours, yea 


our: Body and Life, rather than willing 


* 


ly and wittingly to offend our God, 


or ſo much as expoſe our ſelves to the 
leaſt hazard of offending him. This 


Wiſdom leans upon the Word of God, 


(Pfal.. 11 8. 9.) aS Upon 4 ſure Staff. and. 


Stay, and puts no confidence in Princes; 


but ſays, I7's better to truſt in the Lord, 


than to put any confidence in Man. All. 


Nations compaſſed me about, but in the 
Name of the Lord will I deſtroy them. 
They compaſſed me about like Bees, they 
are quenched as the Fire of Thorns : For in 
the Name of the Lord I will deſtroy them. 


They have thruſt ſore at me, that I might. 


fall, but the Lord helped me. The Lord 


is m Strength and Song, and is become 
my Salvation : The Voice of rejoycing and 
Salvation is in the Tabernacle of the 
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Righteous: The Right Hand of the Lord 
doth daliantiy: Te Right Hand: of the 
Lord ir Exaked :.\The Right Hand of 
the Lord dbu Yaliantly.' I ſhall not Die 
but Live, and declare te Works of the Lord. 


Thus rhe Wiſdom of the Juſt Vanqui- 


ſnhes, and Triumphs over all 
the Ae: of. Man, and Tejoyceth . a8 4 
Valiant Man to run his Race. For they 
that love the Lord, ſnall be as the Sun, 4 3 
le goes forth in big Might, Judges 5. 
31. This wðãZõt⁵ the Wiſdom of thoſe 
three Worthies, Shadracſi Meſach, and 
 Abeanego, who When Nabuuhadne rt ar 
in his Rage ſpoke to them, and ſaid, / 
Jou mill not: Worſhip the Ithabe ſet 
ap, ye ſbaall he caßt the (ame? Har in be 
midſt of. a burning pery Fur mare, and 
who is that Go. wn ſhall e yet out 
of my Hands? They re plyed;* e are 
not care ſul tu Anſwer 10 in ibis martrr. 
If it be fo, our & od whom we ſerve, i gable 
10 deliver us from the bur ming fiery. Fur- 
but if not, be is known"10; 'phee,'O 
King, that we will nor ſerve thy Gods, 
nor Wor chip theGolden Image thonhaft exup. 
Dan. 3. 15, 16. Tis by this Wiſdom that 
a Man is made ſtrove in bt Lord, and in 
the Power of his Mig u, and vu un the 
whole Armour of 2 bat ha may he 4. 
ble to 1 n Te les. of the Devil, 


Eph. 


indeed, but not the Eſſence of truẽ 


| of it is already laid: Where Faith is 


Eph 6. 1097 4135 TONE therefone, ay. 
Paul, having your” Lopas gurt about 
eh Thi, and having on the Brea EA 
of Righteouſneſs aud your' Feet Sh n 
the prepavation- of 'the Goſpel of Peace 7 
Ahove © alt taking | the Stall 'of: Faith, 
mherewith ye ſhatl be alle to quench. alt 
the fiery Darts of the Withked © Aud take. 
the Helmet of Salvation, and the Smomu of 
the Spirit, which is the Word of God 
Praying always with all Prayer and Sup- 
plication in ibe Spirit, and Watching ther e. 
ro with all Perſeverance and Sipplication 
for all Saints, Verſe the rg, to j the 18. 
Happy is he, chat is Armed with this 
Wiſdom, which will Inſtruct kim to 
act prudentiy in every thing he un- 
dertakes: But the Wiſdom that is 
from beneath, hath ſome appearance 


Wiſdom; but is Earibiy, Seuſual; and De- 
viliſh. This is that goodly Wiſdom, whick 
acquainted Alam and Eve with the 
Knowledge df Good and Evil Where 
the Fear of the Lord is yot'*tontinus 
ally before our Eyes, the Foundation 


Weak, there ſhe raiſes herſelf: Where 
Love grows cold, ſhe exalts herſelf, 
and is puft up without Reaſun. She 
ſeeks not what is God's; but under 
D 3 „„ 


(56) 
Bis Name ſhe ſeeks her own. She in: 
forms us; how to pleaſe God without 
: diſpleaſing the World, to follow Chriſt, 
and yet avoid the Croſs. Her greateſt 

Study is how to live in Eaſe and Afflu- 
ence without touching the Croſs, P/al, 

49. 19. She trembles at the ſhaking of 
a Leaf, for fear they: ſhould be diſap- 
pointed of this their beloved aim. As 

long as the Kingdom of God conſiſts 
in Words only, ſhe is ſo very learn- 
ed, that ſhe cannot utter all ſhe has to 

3 ſay ; but when it is to be evidenced 
and demonſtrated in Power; tben u 

# ſhe: hath--recourſe to her many ſhifts: u 

| She cautions us (as having a hearty. good 1 
will for us not to venture too far, for 1c 
fear: of, throwing our ſelves into ſome In 
inconvenieney; jumbling Light and r 
Darkbeſs together, ſhe ſhifrs and turns tt 

every way to keep the Croſs from her = 
ſhoulders; ſhe ſwims with the Current, be 

und avoids all Converſe with thoſe W 
who ſuffer reproach for Chriſt's. ſake, th 
or elſe ſets up her ſelf for a Maſter o- th 
ver them; and if her Advice be reject- tv 
ed, then ſhe ſwells with bitterneſs, and th 
judges all they do us, to proceed from 


e wo, c om 


Diſobedience, Obſtinacy and Self Will.! 
She keeps up the appearance of Godli- n. 
nels: 4s an a3 — n and will by 1 

O! 


may not be hindred. 


N 


no means be thought Wicked or Un- 


godly: and yet ſhe holdeth her 
Tongue, when called to fit in Judgment, 


where the Children of God are con- 
demned, nay, often aſſiſts in pronounc- 
ing their Sentence, and then ſays, they 
have Precipitated themſelves into this 


Misfortune thro' their own Self- Wilt 
and want of Prudence; ſhe does much 


Evil, that Good may come of it, orun- 


der Pretence, that all doing of Good 
But as ſoon as 
the Light riſeth again ont of Darkneſs 


upon God's Children, and the Sun ſhines 
upon them after the Night of their 


Tribulation, then ſhe would fain be 


look d upon as their beſt Friend. And 
indeed who is able to deſcribe this hor- 
rible Monſter, which is come up out of 
Tis true: We muſt 


the Bottomleſs: Pit. 
make Uſe of Prudence ; but conſider well 
both theſe Torts of Prudence, and judge 
which of 'em is to be choſen: yea; ſet 
thy ſelf before this Looking-Glaſs, that 


thou may'ſt know, by which of theſe 
two thou baſt red ws Lite hi- 


cherto. * e „ 
4 11 n | SI. ” 1 | 
E. too AK Meds open 


a Declavatiah we 
may Hinder a great deal of Good, that other - 
W Wo "__ be done, and endanger the over. 

| „ turni ng 
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turning of all: 8 prudent re- 
ſtraint and cancealing our ſelves, we 8 
under hand promote a great deal of | 
vice. * Haſwer. This is nothing ſo 
but a piece of falſe Prudence. For tho” 
it is not to be denyed, but that an un- 
derſtanding Man finds a time for Silence 
as well as ſpeaking; yet a true Chriſti- 
an ought to pnt his Fruſt in God, not 


doubting but that he will ſo far blelsthe 


Good, that he aims at, that no other 
7 5 Undertaking will be hindred by it. 
f we do not continue in this. ſtedfaſt 
Confidence in God, the Devil will de- 
Aude us at Pleaſur e, always repreſent- 
ing ſuch Phantoms tous, that will make 
us let go what we have in our Months 
to catch at a Shadow. is Matter of 
| Wonder, that there are many, Who, 
 tho' they cannot ſo much as name one 
Man, whom they have really Conyerted: 
to God by their Miniſtry, yet for all 


vigorouſy break through in order to 
the diſchargigg of their Function after 
another man ne and with more Ear · 


When in Truth hey, have never pet 
built up any. Fasz. can be over- 


* 


that, wall nor, in any on particular 


neſtneſs and A pplication, under the ſame 
pretext: of fear ing to overthrow all: 


a . Wes has already: 
done: 


ee 4 
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done ſome good, why then be ought 0 
think, that God will yet further bleſs his 
Labours, and by his power ſtrengthen 
and confirm what he hath already be- 
gun, and by his own Arm effect and 
2ccompliſh,; what hereafter will be qn - 
dertaken with Faith and Prayer. Phew” 
ſhall not any Man be able to and before” 
thee all the Days. of thy Life. Hm. 
with Moſes, fo wil — with her. nt 
not fall thee, nor forſale thte, [aps H,, 
Joſhua, Chap. 1. v F. And with: 3 
Promite, -- exery true Servant bf * 
may bid defiance: to all::the World 3. 
becauſe the Words are poke, as We fee 
they are applyd by St. Faul, He 131 
5. tot all faithful Chriſtians for their” 
ſpecial; Comfort» The Words af St. 
fame; Ubapt 4. b. 1. are of | Incontes 
table Truth and Clearneſa: To him that 
omi to db good ah dathar not, ro binge _ 
is Sin. Let us only: follow this Rule, ky 
and let Gad take care for Mt STto 
come: For this we may be ſytre, that 
God can be no better Advanced; than 
chen one Wedge drives another, and 
when Me churagiouſty antb comfortably! = 
lenue all to "God's. gracious Help, and 
Stance, h uo va ud . . 
II 4140 8 11 02637 Jenes, 
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Wi e ny hold ina little. he be Orier- 
tunity offers, me may promote a gaod Work 
with greater Force and Eſſicacy. Anſwer. 
MWMhere has God given thee leave to let 
ſlip an Opportunity of doing Good in 
order to reſerve for ſome other time, 
which thou fancies may be more fa. 
vcutable ? St. Paul, Epheſ. 5. v. 16. 
bids us redeem the time, ar more exactly 
according to the Greek, to buy up every 
Opportunity, that is, to lay hold of it as 
ſoon as it offers itſelf: | For When it is 
once paſt, you cannot regain it at any 
Price. And that St. Paul calls True 
Miſcom. Reſerving our ſelves for a 
future Uncertainty proceeds from falſe 
Prudence. This Reſer vation accuſtoms 
thee to Hypocriſy, and will hinder thee 
from ever meeting with an Opportuni- 
3 — 7. exert the eee of Faith. 
| I 
7 e athing. without Grime able 
t o fect; ;aoth more hurt than good, where- 
 _ fore it were betten never to begin. "Anſwer. 
Thou doſt well to compute the Charge, 
defore thou doſt begin to build a Tower; 
but: whence wilt thou procure the Char- 
ges? from thy/own Ability. No, that 
- cannot reach it. Begin thy Work with 
fall lader en God, and take thy 
Sup- 


bie 
er. 
rz 
1at 


hy 


om and Truth: "und * this means 5 
thou wilt never be to ſeek for a ſuffici- 
ency to compleat thy Work: Or if God 
ceſs to thy pious Endeavours; yet will 


thou haſt not left it uneſſayed, and thy 


ſet upon it. Perhaps God intends: 


not ſucceeded this time, it may ano— 
ther. God can bleſs thy Endeavours in 


if thou ſhouldſt be diſappointed in all 
thy good Purpoſes, by the Diſobedience 
and perverſneſs of thoſe whom thou 


thou therefore conclude, that thy Work 
of Love had been in vain? Was not 


F was forced with Tears to lament over 
a the City, ſaying: 0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſa-. 
lem, thau that Lille l the : Prophets,” aut 


oſten would I have gathered thy Children 
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for holy Reaſons ſhould not afford Suc- 
it be no ſmall Comfort to thee, - that 
Conſcience will be much more eafy than 
it would have been, if from a Miſtruſt 
of God's Aſliſfance, thou hadſt never 


to prove thee; „ and though it hath: 


— 
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the Hearts of many, in ſtirring them i 
up to an Imitation of thy Zeal. And 
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art willing to do Good to, would'ſt 


this the Caſe of Chriſt himſelf, when he 


22 — — —— 


ſtone them mhich are ſent uuto thee. How. 


Ferber, even 46 4 Hen gathereth ber 
15 biokens under her Wings, aud ge mould 
Rot. 


. 
not. Behold your Houſe is Left! unto un 
deſalate, Matth. 23. 37, 38. In like 
manner muſt we try all things, were 
it for no other Reaſon than that our En- 
deavours may ſtand as a Witneſs againſt 
the Wicked. Examine thyſelf, whether 
thy de ſire of ſucceeding and overcom- 
ing in all things before the World be 
not the Effect of great Pride lurking in 
thee. Be thou ſatisfied with the in- 
ward Victory a true Chriſtian can ne- 
ver be deprived of, which conſiſts in 
thy continuing unwearied in the Pati- 
ence of Hope. And even the outward 
Victory willſat laſt, as the ſtopp'd Cur- 
rent of a River, break forth more glo-' 
riouſly. RN Roſe mage! many por 4 | 
der the Cros. rang 


We canner 78 all at onde. - Anſwers 
Thou un profitable Servant, ſnhould'ſt 
thou therefore bury thy Talent in a 
Napkin? Though thou hadſt' tryed all 
manner of Ways, and couldſt gain but 
one Soul aſter all, yet wouldſt than? 

have no Reaſon to tepent thy Labour: 
God is able to do exceeding abundantly about 
all that we all or think, arconding to rb 
Homer that worteth in us: unio mhom be 


| Glory: i:3he. Church throughout all Ares 
* SOS nd, Auen. Eph. gau 209. 
24 


. 


21. If we wünld but venture upon it 


e in the Strength of God, and lax 
aſide all Fear of Man, we ſhould effe- 
ctually experience, that God would do 

more for us and pere chan we > conld 


ppp; e he TOE 


Wi mak: Jon Care not to 1 N 7 
Talk of the World) and of greting an il 
Name. As long as we haue no odions: 
Name with the World, we may do ſome 
Good; But if once an odiousm Nam. be 
fr d upon us, this makes all our Endea-. 
vours ſo likewiſe. 1: Anſwer, - This is to 
ſet Reaſon: againſt - Faith. Haſt chou 
learnt this in the Word of God? Does. 
not Chriſt ſay: Bleſſed are ye, when den 
ſhall hate you; and when they ſual ſeparate 
you from their Company,and chuil x IHE 
you, and caſt out''your Name a Evil For- 
the Som of Mans ſake ? Kejoyce he in 
that Da, and Leap: for "Joy: for behold, 
your. Reward is grtat in Htauen s for in 
the like manner did the Fathers ung the 
Prophets. Mo unto :you:nwen ul Au l 
ſpeak weil y For ſo did their Fathers. 
0 the falſe Prophets. Laie 60 U. 22,0255 
and 26. This is a true Feth bf the 
Deyil's to perſuade: Men that the Re- 
proach of Chriſt is an hindrance to che 
Courſe of * Sof Pl by pbich he ena 


deavours 


e 
deavours to mate void the Croſcof Chriſt, 
Whereas on the contrary, every one of 


us muſt moſt certainly believe, that he 


can do nothing at all to the purpoſe, as 
long as he refuſes to wear the Badge 
of Chriſt. We muſt reſolutely break 
through all, and take up the Reproach 
of Chriſt, before we can expect, that the 
full bleſſing of the. Goſpel ſhould at- 
tend our Endeavours. 4 
However, by this way of being reſerved, 
and not expoſing ourſelves, ſome may be 
won. Anſwer. I fear thou wilt only 
make Hypocrites like thy ſelf, that are 
aſhamed of Chriſt and his Word, and 
will not ſuffer Perſecution for the Croſs 
of Chriſt, and yet are vainly puff'd 
up with their Knowledge of Truth. 
But if once thou canſt boldly and chear- 
fully break through, and evidence thy 
Faith by taking to thee the Reproach 
of Chriſt, then others waxing confident 
by thy Suffering, will be the more emboldned 
to ſpeał the Word without Ftar, Phil. 1. v. 


14. But as long as this is not done, 


thou wilt not be truſted by any of God's 
real Children. For a Servant of God 
muſt be tryed and approved by Suffer- 
mg. e 4 K 5 4 So OY 
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then wilt thou be able to rejoyce in him: 
0 e can nor muſt be n 


(s) 
06 24 01nd; II. et: 
"We _ 80 expoſe — * — . 1 


others make Fools of us; for hom then Shall. 
we be in 4 condition to * them. An- 


ſwer. This is a common Objection with 
them, who, by the Fear of Man, ſuffer 


themſelves to. be kept back. from their 


real Converſion. True it In we ought 
not to do any thing, that is Weak or 
Fooliſh, 1 mean, that is contrary: toGod's 

Word. But it is the Devil's Suggeſti- 


on to think, we ſhall expoſe ourſelves, 


by breaking through in Faith, and di- 


recting our Actions preciſely according 
to God's Word Here tis that St-Panl's 


Caution will. do us great Service. Ler 
no Man deceive himſel If any, Man 4. 
mong yOu ſeemeth, to be Wiſes in 15 World, 
let him become 4 Fool, that he may be Wiſe. 


For the Wiſdom of 1 this World: is Foolishneſs 
with God, 1 Cor. 3. v. 18, 19. We are 


Fools for Chriſt's ſale, 1 Cor, 4. v. 10. Is 
it not a Shame, when the Lord of Glo- 
ry was taken for a Mad Man, and one 


pos by the Devil, that thou would'ſt 


highly. eſteemed of the World? By 
this thou giveſt Evidence againſt thy- 
ſelf; that thou doſt not belong to Chriſt, 
neither knoweſt. his Croſs,.. and. how. 
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Thou muſt 1 looked upon 3s a Fool in 
the World, if thou wilt be a Diſciple 
of Chriſt, ir will not fail 'thee an Hatr's 
Breadth. High and Low, Teachers 

and Hearers muſt alike ſuffer themſelves 
to be cenſured by the Worſd, when 
once they earneſtly turn themſelves to 
God. For as on as. rhe: ir Attions do 


'Hypoc wn 2000 „Bade dem nd 
choofind Lies and Calumnies. Now ke 
that ĩs afraid of this Reproach from the 
World, Will continue an Hy pocrite as 
long as he lives. And after all, how foo- 
Uiſh is it to be a Slave and Bondman to 
the World, when after you have done 
all yon can to pleaſe it, and to comply 
with it to the uttermoſt, vou will be 
ſtin found fault with one way or other? 
And yet we are unwilling to fuffer this 
for the Glory of God and the W elfare 
at Salvation of our Souls! 1 8 

gs 4 * Ii 

art ant Wande All 2 , 14800 Fat 
did, i Cor. -9.V.22. To h Meal Tbechme 
as Weak, , that I might gain the Weak: I an 
made a things to 41 pf fer that I might by alt 
Means ſet bo Fae. Anſwer.” St. Paul gave 
uff Tent Proof of his being a a 
#21 i 
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All vndemnted Workman, th whom 


(vp) 


Sod had given not the Spirit of Fear! 
but the Spirit of Power); 2 Tm. A. . „. 
But what haſt thovo ſhew'f6? thy fel? 
Crafty and worldly- minded Courtiers 
have alſo Leaf ned to become Af to Al, 
but from anether Principle, hy orher 
Means, and for quite another End; 
than St. Paul did. Thou imagineſt, per. 
haps, char tiſg Aim | is good; But does .it 
flow in thee from the pure bottom df 4 
tender ly compaſſion are Maternal Love, 
as it did in St. Pal? On the ther Hand 
conſider; whether" thou canſb expreſs 
che bold Alacrity:6f Sk. Pl, who was 
not afraid to witkſtand St. Paey: himſelf 
to his Face, hen tlie Fear of Man Had 
made him play the Hyp derite, and drew 
others Ie the fame Diſſimmatiohꝶ Wim 
him, which was contrary! tõ the Truth 
of the: Goſpel Gall 2. 14%! "TOY rs | 
tainly a great piece of Wiſdem to We. 
come Weller with! the Weak, as hot to 
loſe any thing of our own e 
to become alf foc all, and yet b e free 
from Hypocriſie: Examine 25 ſelf, 
whether the innocent Dove- Ie Ma- 
ture be in thee, e whether" the Serpent 
with his feigned Prudence hath not cor- 
rupted and perverted thy Mind from 
the N in Chriſt. There 8 * 
of: . 


( 
Cloak, that x more planſibly covers the 
Fear of Man than this. Therefore 
look to it, that . all ching n 
e geen is os DIG ITE 


ion bus IO 5 


wo”; 7 0 at are leading Men would once 
| begin to break the 40 As. Ys Su- 
perintendents, &c. who ought to be fore-, 
moſt in all good Undertakings,. we would 
readily, follow them; but ws are not wil- 
TR be the firſt. beginners, becauſe it may 
be conſtrued 4s Pride in us, or have ſome 
other ill Name put upon il. 4 nſwer. 
8 a Servant that carries the Link 
before bis Maſter, and Jet does not 
think himſelf better chan bis Maſter. 
The Kingdom of God comes com- 
monly. laſt to them, Who are firſt and 
greateſt i in the World; Wen thou art 
to receive thy Sallary,t hon doſt not re- 
fuſe, receiving it, tiſl thy Superinten- 
dent be paid firlt, but art very willing 
0: be rk ſer ved. And ſhall the Un- 
belief of others keep thee back in thy 
Race? In the Kingdom of God there 
muſt be no diſpute about Precedency. 
When thou art convinced of the Bank. 
but deſt not obey it, God will 
niſh thee tho? thou ſhouldſt appeal 4 
Popeor Emperour. - Conſider alſo that 


9 en will be by ſo much the 2 


0. 


lorious by bo ares; ter th 
ebe a hath been, in wien chou belt 
overcome. 19 Wien ne 
on; 317 oy; XI. 52904 Haiti 

10 8g 14. Fae whe, mbar great Diſorders : 
ariſe up and down, when | People are too 
ba ald do nor reſtrain themſelven, 


which is the cauſe of manifold Scaridals. 
| Anſwer «Ito impoſſible. but Young 


and unexperienced Chriſtians! will 
make ſome falſe Steps, and not always 
act ſo wiſely as they ought. Here our timo 
rous Gentlemen preſently diſcern this 
Mote in their Eyes, and all the while do 
not perceive the Beam in their own. Here 
they begin to Triumph and ſay, Do but ſet 
hom th boſe People haue expoſed! rhemſelves. 
It is ry well ſor ut, that we bave nod 
been too far converned with them, if me had, 
we ſhould nom have hren partabers of their 


Shame and Reprouch. In this caſe we 


muſt give good heed to that Caution 
of. our Lord: ¶ Bleſſed is he mhaſoruer 
ſhall not be offended in me, Matt. IT. 6. 
We ought to bear with the faults of 
beginners with great Moderation 
and compaſſionate: Love: And if we 
think our ſelves to be more -wiſe and 
more knowing than they, we ſhowd 

endeavour to reti ſie them in the Spirit of 

Meekneſs, conſidering our ſelves Jeſt-wtht 
he berompoed, ek 55 16. (7 Wy God and 


the - 


Ge ). 
| the godhyminded;Jlook v pon the Thu 
With other Eyes:i: for there! is 4 
Difference between a Perſon that is 
ſpiritvally Dead, and one that has ob- 
tained the Life chat is hom God, but 
vet is ſeixed hy, fome Temptation 
and Weakneſs: common to Man, which 
bis high Prieſt knows: very well; and 
wilt accordingly ctake compaſſion | on 
His: Inſimiiity. Theway:of the World 
is, alNaystto ſpy Towlrs inthe Children 
of God;-but will take no ndtice of the 
good in them. If thou wilt draw back, 
becauſe others do not hat they oughe, 
thou wilt never be cinverted., Dreak 
thou thy ſelf chrough in the true ow. 
er of Faith, and ſhew others by thy and 
Example, how they muſt ſerve God in 75 
all Purity.” If chou ſuffer Reproach © B 
here wich the Children of God, and Il /ofth 
lendeſt thy helping hand to bear their Conſe 
borden; then ſhalt thau alſo! partake I Ay 1 
wn der in their ry hereafter.” : 
RH. K Wa. fair 4 
Bur we mu mor dra Faw S Hs 
an our Heads, or wilfully run imo ey wn 
Neither muſt thou be ifraid of Safferin 
nor Fly from it: As dong as: ens ch 
ing from the Croſs:is/ in thee, thy Faith 
is not what it ſhouldi be. When: a good 
thing is not to be attained without 
re e thou art abſolutely bound 25 ay F 
2 


„ 
take it up. ** Ain better to ſuffer all 


Bearn what that means: He 


of thee; that thou ſhonldeſt Trouble thy 
ſelf; when thou att to ſuſfer any thing, 


all wille well. God will nor lay niork 
upon thee than thou art able to bean, for 


Tempted beyond thů Homer: Thou re- 
Preſenteſt it to thy ſelf :mbre hazard- 


and then they: —— afraid rarer 
t III. 100.1 10 
4 Beinen, we oupht 8 n and 
ſoftly. co Work, 2 ao Mh good me Chin 
conſiderately - and. by" degrees. ' «4 


bout like a rbaring Lyon; ſeeking 


Here thou heareſt, thut by be- 


power and Demonſtration of the Ho- 
ly - Ghoſt, thou muſt feſiſt him without 
aL y Fear of See the Armour of Right- 
604, 5 $ 


hah bn =O „„ r Te Ten 


_ „ than to have an Evil ( Conſe: > 


Br dd be my Diſciple; mug. take up h 
Croſi daily, Euk. 9! It is not required 


only do thou heartily the W pe. 
he is faithful, and will not ſuffer thee to be 


ous łhan indeed it is. Now thou art 
afraid of Men, but do but break through 
and glorißy the Lord "God" in thy dene 


A z A erhing Hadded.-f:6f Tails 
could but perſwade the Devil to 80 
oe and ſoftly too. But alas! he mut 
i the 
may devour: What is to be done then? 
Vow rj fedfaft in the Faith, 1 Pet. 


ing, \Redfaſt in Faith, that is, in the 


ä Tr 72) | | 1 
7 eoufneſs, on the Right Hand and on tie l 
Left, by Honoun and Diſhonour, by Evi! WW at 
Report and Good Report, as Deceivers and fl th 
yet True 2 Cor 6. 7, 8. The Devil e 
laughs at all thy Fair, Softly: Give ne 
him but time and place, and you may 
be ſure, he will not be Idle: And God 
will require the Blood, which thou 

haſt neglected by thy SofelineKs, at "y 

ere an Sa den aer TOTES 

5 XIV. . 

55 Ege 600 ee e 7 ua 
e If this Proverb abe intended 
to ſignify that we may ſometimes let 

odd be even, not be overcareful about the 
Peace of our Canſcience, and now and 
then in our Function wink at the Faults 
of thoſe committed to our Charge, or 
otherwiſe diſſemble with them, then 
it is all falſe Prudence, and directly 
.contrary to the Croſs of Chriſt. It 15 
but juſt, that we ſnew Love and Meek- 
neſs toward all Men. And we ovght 
more eſpecially to repreſent to oh 
Hearers the Gracious and Loving kind 
neſs of God; that they may be 
8 thereby, rather than by Railin 
and Threatning. But at the ſame tim 
ve muſt uſe Earneſtneſs, and by al 
means take heed, that N he fi 

rage a «ad a, 5 . 27 
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a. Unbelief oF » Fear of 1 


— 


at the bottom of our Heart, and with | 
theſe ſpecions and plauſible layings we 
excuſe Our ſelves : And tho we are 
neither. Hot nor Cold, but lukevrar 
and thro Our Fear of Man, let = 
things lie in the . greateſt Diſorder 
and Co Confuſion ;.... we would fain be 
look'd. upon as it we obſerved the Gold- 
en, mean, and were careful in all things, 
to preſerve. a true ee * 
$29 Moderation. 
XV. 
Furthermore, the Prictly Function of 


1 17 ; £4 
* * wa 


Chriſtians 3 is but. little known z and how | 


in Virtue Of che ſame, e every Believer 
bath: ey t.only Power, but is even obli- - 
ged. 1 1 new his Neighbour the right 
Way, When he ſees him wander in Er- 
ror, or, Vice. , Hence 1 it is, that thoſe _ 
who are not e engaged in the publick 
15 de 2 exchſe A ene, 


Tauer, #0 be” A 


N 4 


A eben 
15 wh, Lo "Yea E that are Miniſters 
think that they have found a good Ex. 
uſe for themſelves in ſaying, 7 am not 
Hus Father Confeſſor, and tis ud buſmeſs of 
mine to take care for his Soul, To which 
may be added that wicked diſtin&ion, 
hich. we derive from Popery, where⸗ 
by thoſe that eech e or def = 

for-that Office, are called Spiritual 

and the reſt of Peop le, Lay: men; Mere 
as indeed all "als. "Chriſtians, be they 
in what fate they will, muſt be ſpiri- 
 . tally minded, as St paul teacheth, 
1 Cor. 3. 16. Know ye. not that ye 
are the Temple of God, and that the Spi 
rit of God dwelſeth in You.” And Rom. 
3. 9. Bat he ane not in the Fleſli, but in 
the Spirit, Jo be that the Spirit of God 
dwell in Tou. Nom if any Man have not 
rhe Spirit o "Chriſt, the is none of bis. And 
7 — 1 Rok or as many as art led by the Spirit 
| 8 Sons of God. But we don't 
| Mk this, and ſcarcely know, what 
the Name of Chrſtias imports, viz. one 
_ - anoumnt with 2 Spirit of Chriſt ; 
| therefor we think oor ſelves Tuſfici- 


we 


ently excuſed, "when we can ay: J 
ama Layic 2 70 8 Man. It N quire. 
Is not to be expreſſed, what borrid %o de; 


Kaufe 


5 * this wicked diſtintion is the 


- 


cauſe of, and what deep Root it hath 
taken in Mens Minds: inſomuch that 
Devil himſelf could hardly hayes 
found out a better way to perſwade' 
People, that one is not as much bound 
as another „exactly to order his Life in 
all things according to the Rule of 
- 5 Word. Accordingly Satan fails 
6 ot, preſentiy to ſhew his claws, when 
, r this Spiritual Prieſtly Office, com- 
„I mended to all Chriſtiams, is earneſtiy 
} 
| - 


| preſſed and inculcated. Thou Sshalt in "7 

any "wiſe rebuke —5 Neighbour, and not: 
» fer” mn pon, him, fays God,” Leviticus 8 
9. 17. not to 'the Teachers Alone, 
. but to all in general.” Thou canſt not 
n. therefore but acknowledge, that the 
in Commandments were given as well to 
od Wl thee, as to Teachers: And that thon 
or Mart Pound to obferve all the Rules of 
ad IM Chrift as well as they, altho' this does 
rit I not take away the particular Fe of 
n't each in their Ces Stations. 


ne Every. whit as abſurd and. kei 
ſt; Mis the Exchſe which many alledge from 
ci- their” dutward State and Condition, 
Ihen "they ſay : The Place I am in, re- 
quires it of. me. Many will ſay, I take. 
10 delight in theſe Vanities, in Rick Cloaths, : 
ns” in ner” in "TOO and 


Ope- 


5 14 70 5 . 
= Opers's; rae, lite. But — doin 
State and zality obliges me to it. 


portunity to: do worſe: Tis better there- 
* that I prevent more Wickedneſs by 


my Preſence. This is one of the Fruits 
of our Modern Political Chriſtianity; 


but if we bring it to the Standard of 
Apoſtolical Chriſtianity, it will be moſt 
convincingly evident, that it is. altoge- 

ther, inconſiſtent with the Truth, as it 


is in Jeſus Chriſt. The World excu- 


ſes all with this wretched, ſhift. Tolla- 
kur . abuſus, mantat wſus. * Take away 
the abuſe of things, but - let-the right 
ue continue. - The true Children of 


_ - God, who are Crucified to the World, 


and the World to them, cannot find 
the leaſt true uſe in theſe. thiogs ; » but 


plainly diſcern, that by them Satan en- 


Inares the World ſtill more and more, 
and makes bis Service more agreeable 
by means of theſe . pleaſant. Baits, and 
under the fair pretext, that they are 
things indifferent, that may, lawfully 
be” uſed, he engageth them to be his 
avowed Votaries. When the true Chil- 
dren of God would avoid or prevent 
any Evil, they, have no need of the 


Devil's Rattles and Puppet ſhews;.but 


. to dhe God, 5 commit them - 


- 4 


* . 


5 Fd I should not do it, others would take an 


7 | fo 


08 77 Py -.". 
| faves: to his holy Direction-in Faith. on 
and confidence of his Aſſiſtance, and by 
raiſing themſelves into the Patience 
and Long ſuffering of God, they en- 
dure, what they cannot prevent. They 
enjoy the neceſſary” Nouriſhment and 
, i refreſhing of their Bodies for no other 
| Ml end, but ts ſpend: che ſtrength they. 
receive thereby in humbie acknowledg- 
. 


ment and Child-like Thanktfulnels, and 
to renew” the Vigour of Soul and BO. 
- bo for the Service. of their: AIST 
8 urs. r N PEN Lb | 
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popes "Meine e be may = 
be, e Ker e Fear, ff = 
e ee 51 2251591 
9 mM Th 14 

HE firſt and moſt: neballaeg means 
141 do caſt off this Fear of Man, is 
SW a . and earneſt Endeavour to 
[- frop our ſelves from the moſt dange» 
it MW rous. Deceitfulneſs- of our own Hearts 


17 CT I"; BS Os ©: 


e Nothing is more miſchievous, or proves. 
a greater hindrance: to a Man's: Salva- 


1 ng than da falſe Conceit, e 
A | Man 


fee” 


* 0 
BAS 7 0 


J)) | 


= good Chriſtian, and actually in the 


State of Grace, and conſequently has 
no more need of Repentanee and the 
firſt Converſion to God. This falſe 


but too commonly entertained by the 
greateſt part even of Proteſtants them- 
lelves, who are not a little encouraged 
and fortified therein by unconverted 
Miniſters: For by them they are all, 
without any diſtinction, called beloved 
Brethren in Chriſt; they are all ab- 


ſolved from their Sins, admitted to 


the Holy Sacrament, and after Death 
e happy and Bleſſed. For this 
reaſon it is the moſt difficult Task of a 
Miniſter, firſt to convince People from 
the Word of God, that they have not 
- yet attained to true Converſion, and 
chat they muſt paſs over into a quite 
different ſtate from what they are. in, 
if ſo be they deſire to enter into the 


Kingdom of God. Now when this 


and moſt dangerous opinion is, alas! 


N 


ſon . wore dangerous. 

A; Miniſter, is not eaſily removed from 
is Opinion >: for; having taken upo 
im to direct others in the, way 11109 

Heaven, he preſuppoſes it a8 moſt 

certain Truth, that: he is ee 

by the Holy Ghoſt, and that being 

Spiritual Man he muſt needs have _ 

mittance to Heaven before others, But 

becauſe: he ſees but. little differenge, 

(if any at all) betwixt himſelf and his 

Auditors, and knoweth nothing of a 

thorough Change of Heart, he takes 

them all for true Chriſtians, and ikea 

Bind Phar/ee,;reproaches: — bur 

gutward Nicks, his own inward — 

ing not pet eieanſed by the Spirit of 

God, and conſequently neither is he © 

. eu eee between 


. Wet bath ls 
ople thereby ont of their” 
flumberz; and to ring them over fram 
their all and, Imaginary Faith, bo, 2 
True living” Faitisthat works by: Love. 
And Ha means of theſe Undonverted: 
and Ignorant Miniſters; whale Pariſhes: 
Cities and eee e e ee 

eif carnal ſecurity. Nom when God 
Is pleaſed: 10 fend: forth faithful Wit⸗ 
neſſes of his T 2 Who begin to a. 
. E Walen 


E . 1 OC eee OW e e 
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: * 1 LE of thiie sleep of 
Sin, then che Devil is very buſy. to 
t keep: them Captives to the Fear of Man, 


and refuſe to ariſe from their ſleep of 
Sin: And now the long accuſtomed 
| carnal ſecurity-joyning with this Fear 
of Man choaks the Truth of God in 
the Heart, that it cannot break forth 
with Power. The beſt Advice, that 
ga2n be given to a Man in this caſe, is, 
ttat he thoroughly ſearch and exfquire 


-cording to the Word of God, that He 
may not 'delade himſelf by a vain Con- 
_ ceit,- hoping always the beſt of himſelf, 
dut 7 come to a full aſſurance of the 
= fate: of his Soul, the Spirit of . 
alſo beating him Witnets; that he i is 

in Truth a Child of God. For: as long 
as a Man is unwilling to part with 
his darling ſelf-loye, and to take the 
pains to ſearch into the bottom of his 
Heart, it is impoſſible for him, to be 
rid of the Fear of Man: Nay he will 
not be able to make a right uſe of any 
means at all that may be affered him. 
For in tflis caſe the power of the Ho- 
Iy Shoſt is abſolutely-m neceſſary, which 
is obtained in our true Conver ſtan to 
God; for i a Man will e 
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fo that one feareth this, another that, 


into his own ſtate and Condition, ac- 
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|| "get fo far as in all hisaRions toeye God, 
and diſcharge his Duty without the 
leaſt Fear of Man. But hoy can this 
de done? No other way but by hom-. 
ble and continual Prayer to our infi- 
nitely gracious God and Heavenly Fa- 
ther- that he would be pleaſed ta open 
the Eyesof many to acknowledge their Wi 
own Miſery, and to turn *themſelves 
from the bottom of their Heart unt 
Sog, that ſo they may learn to w il 
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 feifdenying framè of Spirit: For as long as we 
: recs 8155 . of our Honor and 
X = Eſteem in the World, of our Gods 
or Eaſe, ſo long we ſhall be loath, by - 
y- our cloſe following the Steps of our 
n. Lord, to incur the diſpleaſure and dif- 
>- ff reſpett of Men, Bur when weare ones 
nj convinced, that Godlineſs with Conrent® Bl 
o met in the greateſt gain; when we ſeek 
rf no other Honour bu 


* 


t what comes from 


=_: 55 8. *% HH An 
= nt RET we fall, bnd it an ea- 1 
fy matter to overcome the awe of 
Men, and With undauntedneſs to con- 
eis the Truth both in Word and Deed. 
Our Savioors Maxim is of unchan , 
ble 8. indubkable Truth, Zul. 14. 


Vhaſoever doth' not remance all he 
nor he my- Nie ple . 117750 — 
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T He that would enter inte 2 choroagh 
| ſelf-denying Life, and fo free himfelf 
from the Fear of Man, muſt often ſet 
before his Eyes the Parity, lend. ever 
Nothingneſs of this Tranſtory : World. . 
For whilſt a Man vvervalves the Ho- 
= our; the Riches, and Pleaſures of this 
World, it is impoſſible to deny _ 
ia them. But as ſoon as he begins to 
= diſcern, that all this while he bath been 
in purſuit f an false Dream amd Huniſt. 
=_ x: Shadow; he is aſhamed of hiniſelf, 
= = looks out: for ſomething morewor- 
=_ thy and. durable. 10 this end it will 
be of great Uſe to imprint ia our 
Hearts the following Texts of Scri - 
ture: A, for Nan, ibis: Days are 41 
Graſs 5 41 & Flower of "the fold Jo be fw« 
 Taſucth, Fon the Wind paſſeth over it; 
aud it is gone, and the * thereof ſnal 
Know if we. . Bat the aeg God 
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SW 


1 hall everl fing to ea upon Pens 
phat. frur bin and his righteopſneſs unte 
childrens en Fam. 103, V. 15% 
16, 17% Al fleſh is graſa and all the good - 
 linefs: thereof is as. the flower of | the fields. 
The: 5 pate the 1 . be- 
uſe rit f the Lora vlawerh upon it. lh 
Teas 7. TheWor ld paſſeth away, MM 
and he luſt thereof; but be. that aorb the 
will of God, abidech lor euer. John 4. il 
| v. 17. The rich ſhall. paſs , away as. the* 
fower. of graſs. For be. Sun is no:ſaoner 
5 "he 2 hut it witherethy = 
the: graſe, and yore: thereof falleth, 
andthegrace of the favhion of. it per i cheths- 
7 8 Jade away in hi. 9 
v,. James x. v. 10, 11% What han 
I Pride profited us? onanhat gun harh Rice lf 
ad eee hom 85 long lu uu - 
Alabeſe hingt are paſſed amay lite 4 Sh... 
5 8 Poſt ae haſted by. At . 
Ship that-phſſeth guer the waves of the ma- 
ter, whnoh when. it is gone by, the trace 
thereof cannot he found, neither the way of 
the lee inthe Naues. Wiſdum of Solo- 
mon Chap 5. v. 8, 9, 10% What Rea- 
ſon therefore hath any one to fear: ales oa = | 


TREO 
N 


mil n Ya) I) Fade a: Savor ior | 


will be e alſo ta haue ee. 


ain of Alan bimfelf, that: SEM may not 
ade afraid of their terrour, neither be trou- 
: bled, but ane liſie the. Lord Gad in our 
5 Hart. 1 Pet. 3. v. 14, 15. Sareh Men 
f om degree are vun, and Men af high 
_ degree are alie: to be laid in the balance, 
 #hey are altagether lighter than Vanity it. 
_ felf + that i is, as Luther adds, he that pits 
_ his. tru#t in Men, will fail of his hopes 4 
. For let them be \ never fo: great, yet: they | 
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are 
ſtill but as nothin and Vanity. :@s\they 
_ themſetoes mut Za, ſo they 3 thoſe 
that eapeli help from thin, Pſalm 62. v. 
10. Lord' male me :kilow: mine end, and 
nhe meaſure bf my days, what tine Nlave 
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10 live,” Bebold hon Haſt made: 19555 1 40 
"ans hand breadth, and wine ate 4% as nothing 
2 e ther " Terily,every Man at hixbeſt 
« fat i altogerher i "anigy. . Selah. .' Surcly 
every Man walſteth in a vain-ſhew : Surely 
rar are diſquieted in vain: he heapoth up 
"Riches, and knoweth not who. gr cov 
then -Pſalm 39. v. 4, 5, 6. When a 
Nan from theſe and other. Texts ot 
Scripture duly conſidered and 
3 ed in his Heart is convinced of his own 
: ö and other Mens Nothingneſs and Va- 
Þþ 1 then he Will Lad no Cauſe to fear 
ai : ws . 
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then; but will er vi Dad e, 
3 The Lord is my ligli and un 
3 9 — 196 L. 
ftrength of "a im life, of. whom 3h I then 
be afraid? &c. When a Man comes hi- 
ther, he will no more make account of 
this Life, nor be afraid wel Men for the 
Maintenance ein «075 $9 103-4 1171 


7 1 2 de WW. S bes 8 1 7 * 
1 The frequent and ſerious Conſi th. 


' i 46 of the Pre-eminence of Heavenly, mw 
; dine and Everlaſting Things, will al 1 
< a little at towards an 2 4 Rf ? 
5 | Conqueſt. over the Fear of Man. F g 
e a by this Means our Hearts are moſt 
v. powerfully withdrawn from the- Love © "= 
d of T emporal and Earthly: Things, f 2 3 1 N 
ze o longer to look-at the things that are i. 
ebe and Temporal, but at thoſe which: * 9 
7 i inviſible and erermal. So it will make all 7 
the Fear and Awe we had for thoſe, ml 
eh who at their worſt can but damage us — 1 
eh Temporals, to vaniſh and diſappear. 
4 Wbat we value not, neither are we . 
ver fl tolloſe: but we never ceaſe valüing a 
a Thing, till we get a ſight of better and 


of wore: glorious Objects. He that hach 
er- continually in his Eye the glorious Majes 
mn il Rye the Almighty Creatour of Heaven 
a- 1d. Earth, looks down upon Men as [| * 


„h 


- da- 


| Freakand pitiful 


--H 


mw fr ; 
P.-E 


and ſets his Miections un things: ; 


86). 


darling ſoever they end KERR 
fore. Here we learn to obey the Com · 
mand of our Lord Jeſus, Who ſaith, 


Matth. 10. 29. Frar not 1 hat kill 
the. Body, hut are not able t0 kill-the Soul e 
but rather fear him, mo is able to deſtroy 
both Soul aud Boch in Hell. He that is 


transformed into a Heavenly Frame of 


Life, hath his Converſation in Heaven, 


not on things of the Earth, how: Would 
= _ Men, who neither by Slight. nor 
ut him by his ultimate End? 


| 2 The 5 do — by diſtra- 


cting their Minds about the Concerns of 


= - this temporal Life, and but ſeldom or 
= never ſufficiently: applying them to the 
=_ Lie Eternal, and the ineſtimab 
fſiures of it, is altogether unutterable. 
WMWhat was the main Reaſon, Why the 
Primitive Chriſtians were . fer e- | 
fſtranged from all Rear of N 


le Frea- 


in, that they 
joyfully embraced — and even 


ran to meet it, but becauſe their-Minds | 
vere fixed upon the future Eternal Glo- 

tmyafter this Life, and had all the Po.] — 
= eus of their Souls alread 2 up in- 


z yY p 5 


i % 2 3 


n .. xt eng * 0 id 
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155 * Man i in the ſt Ein: ap. +5 A 
13. Beloved, think it not ftrange 9 


ing the fiery tryal, which is to try jo as 


though” ſome ſtrange. thing happened” mo 


you's; 


Nalerw 


Glory altbe revealed, qe may be glad al. 


but refoyce in as mich as ye art 9 


Chriſps ſufferings; that when his 


ſo wich exceeding Joy. And the Exhors | 


Hieb. 12. v. 3. recommends the 
fame Remedy to us:? . 


920 himſelf, 427 ye be wearied and a, 
_ — And in the Ach Chap. of 


the 2d. Epiſt 
We almays bear aboit in the Body the dying 
rd Jeſus, that the Life alſo 0 Jes. t 


of the L 
2 — by com were Fro 


ſt. to the 


, he ſaith: 1 


in o. 720 


eee W * 1 > ſari the 
N hearts; K. Pet. 2. V. 14. 
Lord help and aſſiſt us. by th mighty 
Power bo attain to that Degree, that 
we may from the bottom of our Hearts 
wich 0 3 Wie determine not to 


mn 
"O68 


know. any this Nn Chriſt, and him 
3 eifel, ay bly ws 7 pry 997 {7 : 8 it; 
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in this conſiſts the whole Aayſtery uf th 
3 is the Maſlom S:: Paul declared, 
among them that are. perfett : yet not the 
Wiſdom. of this World, non of the Princes 
f this. We orld, that leome to ought 5 3 hut 
the Wiſdom, of Gos! in a Myſter ev 
hidden Wiſdom; which" God ordlained be 
 theWorld; unto our Ghyy,: I — 1. 675. 
He that begins to be à proficient in this 
hidden Wiſdom;. 5 12 the Fear of 
| Man vanifhing of itſelf. Why do we 
1 fear Men? — no other Reaſon; but be- 
_ cauſcwecarcafraidof. the Croſs... And 
_ why dowefcar the Croſs? becauſe we 
underſtand not the infinite Good, that 
lies hid in it; even becauſe we do Not 
a that. ſince the Fall whatever 
; be born again, and ariſe 
E us chrough and from the Croſs; © 
l 
_ More ore eſpecially would it be found: an 


6 
8 
18 
5 
18 © 
ES: 
* 


that forſaketh houſes, or — = 


4" Og 7 


of Man, if we ſeriouſly conſl deres, 7 


what a mi ghty Reward is annexed to 
the denial — this Temporal Life and 


Goods, and the chearful raking vr | 


the Croſs; : Chriſt tells us: 


or father, or mother, on 190 or children, 
or lands for my name's 


inn life, Matth. f. v. 10, 1 1, 12. Need 
are they 
ſake : for theirs is the kingdom 55 "Heaven. 
Bleſſed are ye, mhen Men (ſhall revile: you, 


Bs halt. r 


forth and. weeperh 3 r, pg at, 
th rejoycings 
bringing his ſheaves with lim, 2 Cor. 


ſoall doubtleſs come again m1 


7, 18. For our light aſflict ian, whichis 


but for a moment; — for us a ſar mrs 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory ;; while 0 


we look not an the things. that are ſeen,..but 


Is; able to enumerate all the glorious] Pro- 
1, that are made to the will · 


miſes of, G 


; up the Cob of Chriſt? 


dere, 


ſhall receius 
an hundred fold, and ſhall inheris everlaſt» -.- 


that are perſecuted for 'Righteaujaoſs 


| 2 eee i d 


4 is if \ 


9 
— 8 


. Wn, 
hi) ny on oe EE 12 
e 0 0 alſo: of Aar — 
dhe ſeveral degrees of Clarity and Glory, 
1 —4—— mall be revealed in the Children 
ef God, doth not a little conduce to 
the detaining of Men in ſubjection of 
the Fear of Man. For even the far great- 
ce ſt part of Men are ſunk into ſo much 
Ignorance, that they ſcarcely remem- 
ber ever to have heard of it. Where 
ads if they lived in the Knowledge 3 
S Belief of it, they would with much 
more eaſe rid themſelves of this ſlaviſh 
Tear. Of this Aoſes had a View When 
_ he Efteemed: the Reproach of Chri#, far 
| Frentor" Riches. than the" Treaſures: of - 
| Opt; for he bad reſpect unto the recom- 
neo of che Reward. heroes alſo he for- 
Fa Anke, not fear ing the Muth of the 
Ning, Heb. 11. 1 1 Thoſe Be- 
levers alſo mentioned Fb. 11. 35. 
bad the ſams Object before: them) who 
w t accept of deliverance, that they 
be obiam à lumen Roſusrec tion. What 
—_ can be conceived more glorious, than 
1 to bea Bride of the Lamb, which 
1 n his right hand in; Gol of Opbir? 
b Plat 1 49} hs: A Sly never afligned to a- 


1 7 1 ; 1 wo re Ms: * This 


- 


Es "wn? -- 
_ a PRs in heavineſs 4 4 Seaſon} 


| through manifold Temptations, being muck 

e — aro than the Gold that periſheth, 
ich iu tried in the Fire, may be — | 

0 unto Praiſe, and Honour, and Glory, at 

f the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, I. pet. rx 
„ None therefore can arrive at WM 
b che Glory of being called the Dove e if 
» i Bride of. Chriſt, but the the En that paſs f 
z- i Tryal of the Croſa, overcome all 

din jeſus Chriſt: - — to him that over. 

h comerh, faith he himſelf, will I grant to 

ſn fit muß me in my Throne, even as I al. 

en overcamo and am ſer down with my. Fu 

ar ther in his: Rev. 3. 21. To be 

£-: 8 made: — ontorathbls! to: Christ 

. in his Croſs and Sufferings, is the maſt 

r- Alorious Conformity, the conſequence 

he whereof will be the higheſt Conformity 


e- with him in his Glory and Eternal 
5. Curity. He that hath this imprinted 
ho: in his Mind, ſpeaks: heartily with: . 
ey Faul, Rom. 8. 3 5,39. Who ſhall ſeparate 
lat » from the Love of *Chriſt t ſhall Tribe 
an i ation, or Diſtreſs,” or Perſecution, or Fa- 
mine, or Nakedweſs; or Peril; or Sword ? 
Avit is written, for thy ſake we um Hl 


a- allthe Day long, me #rcarcounted arShetp | 
his ¶ for ie 3 Nay in all thife things I 


we art more ihn C ors, through him *1 4 J 
ther loved” . For Ian . —— 9 


. bop: Dea; as. SEPT nor 


[4 

Principalities, nor Powers, nor things — "| 
ſent; nor things to come, nor Heighth, h 
Depth, nor any other Creature, ; ſhallbe able * 
o ſe eparate #: from the Love of Goa, _ 0 
is mm . Jeſus our DN fc 
1 „eber is the Sans a peg to 5 
our Jelves, of thoſe” Colt ag0us- and: Faith- 1 
full Champions | of: Chriſt, /1 mentioned in IM th 


the Scripture, as well as other Hiſto- Pe 
lies, of Jeſs avail towards the ſtrength I of 
WE -- <nivg of our Faith. This wastheway lie 
S.. Nultocꝶ to excite the: Hebrews, who I art 
ere weak in Faith, in the 1 1b Chap- I an 
Dee f. his Epiſtle. ce. them, Which bes the 
Inga Excellent Abſtract of ile mhle Ol pre 

_ Teſtament ought to be | ore eſpecially I to 
ondered 5 s, and applied for the I ef] 
ſtrengthening af our Falch in all. our. of 
ward and inward Temptations. Sone 
Paul alſo; takes notice in his Epiſtle wal 
to the Philippians, Chap. 1. v. 14. That Ma 
many of the Brethren waxing confident by that 
bis. Bonds, bad been much more bold to 
peal the Word without Fear. The Hiſto - _ B 
ries likewiſe of the Primitive as well I Mar 
28 later Martyrs, were they more at: bon 
tentively conſidered; would contribute £app! 
much towards our attainment of the fer, t 
wa 99 of Faith. Martin Lu- to y 


: ther 


; a 
"ER. FS x 


* 3 


gave n a: time this Ai oy 
bis Friend Jerome Meller, when he fa 
him ſorrowful per 4 much dejected, 

ich;moved;him-to. make, a Collection =_ 
:; of = the. Hiſtories of the Martyrs - ⁵ 
for fils own Ufe and Edification, as ap- 
. pears from his fmall; Treatiſe, Printed | 
o in he. Vear 1 2 and Reprinted An 
„ 1 nder the Title o 1 75 -School of. 
n Ml the. ge +.» Neither are the Modern; 
»- Perſccutions- Jeſs ; Remarkable than thoſe, 
1» I of Old, and it is a blame-worthy neg= - || 
5 Il ligence: and want of Love, that the 
o are ſo little minded. What 'Brauſos . 
p- and others have Witten concerning 
e. the late Perſecutions in France. may 
prove very beneficial and improving 
to an underſtanding Reader. More 
> cially.theExample of Luther and his. 

t.expreſſed Couragiouſneſs of Faith, 
5 5 to be a great encouragement to- 
— 4 the Conquering of all Fear of 
Man, if not to others, at leaſt to them 
that call themſelyes after his Name. =. 


But ſoraſinuch ng "the ſtrength 15 ' 
Man is Not. ſufficient to brit 1 a=. ·˙ 
at: bont, it is neceſſary for every 5 to #1 
te apply. himſelf to. God in pts, Pra: ay 1 
the er, that he would be pleaſed gracion y 
Lu- Ito JOY unto. him his holy. Rs 
whic 


* 
| Which is EW a Spirit of Be "7 . of 156 
Fomwer, and of Love, and A found Mind. | « 
2 Tim. 1. 7. And this is not of us, | 
but the free Gift of God, which Gift ble 
is moſt ready to impart to thoſe that 
pray for it. Let us ask therefore, that fu 
we: may receive. Neither muſt we on- an 
ly pray for this Gift, but more eſpeci - ¶ en 
ally at ſuch times, when we are cal- BW 24; 
led forth to act any thing, that requires ¶ we 
the Power of Faith, we ought to do r 
nothing according to our own Conceit 
and Apprehenſion, but in the firſt place 
lay it open before God in Prayer, and 
then ſet upon it Armed and well ap- 
pointed with te whole Armour of” God. 
Above all, ſaith St. Paul, Eph. 6. 16. 
17, 18. taking the Shield of Faith, there- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the Wicked and take the Helmet 
of Salvation „ and . Sword 0 the Spirit, 
which it 1 Word of God + Praying always 
with all Prayer and Supplication in the 
Spirit; and Watching thertumo with all 
Perſeverance and Supplication far all Saints. 
Or this we have a notable inſtance in 
Jatob, Gen: 32. how refolutely he wet 
led with 2 10 when he was afraid of his 
Brother Eſau. Let us therefore in like 
Manner wreſtle with God, and the Fear 


— mn {61 
9 


095 5 
de Bleſſed With Jarob, and G1 ecomme: 
thief acl of God, who's 47 2 the B 15 
"ng (| e 4710 md Mercy, Gal 26. 
And as on the Se this Os 
falneſs of Faith is greatly obſtructed, | 
and the Fear of Man confirmed and an 
encreaſed, when” we conſule with Flech | 
and Blood, or "with other” Fearfut Men's vx 
we ought either wholly to forſake ſack | 8 4 9 
Peng avoid all Converſation with 
them, or to uſe it with great Caution 
e and Circumſpettion, for fear of — al 
d involved in Ts fearfolnefs.. There 


p- Jare many that take courage in God to. 
4. 3 chis or the other thing in 


but whilſt they do not with Da 
pores abont it immediately without 
conferring with Fleſh and Blood, when 
he was to Preach Chriſt among the 
Heathen; but firſt take the Adv] of 
his or another: Friend, who repreſent - 


By he thing donbtful and Rte they 
ait their Deſign, and ſtifle the Gift: of 
nts. od that was in them Indeed it is nor 


o be expteſſed, how much Gogd by 
his means is kindred, ſtifled, and le 4 N 
is Pndone. it is Praiſe-wort F not to I 
like Fly too much upon ou,r own' rudence, | 
rear Put to take the Advice of E 5 I 
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left: we fall into the other Extream, 
Wind 55 Doctrine : For it 58 a good thing 


"| Wrael mentioned Mal. 13. 2 and 


: were ſo ſenſible of the great damage, 
which accrues to Men by their copfer- 


wanting, to ſet, before : them 4 hol 


they might be effeckually excited to; 
chearful and couragious Faith; yet. the 
"chiefly. pointed; them to. Chriſt, 2s. 1h 
Fr Beginner and Finiſher f bur our "Faith, Het 
. 1 Ae And it is very Emphatica 
what he adds, Ver. z. Conſider him tha 


3 . Mitds. Where the meaning of th fered 


withall we muſt be wiſe and e f 


of | being toſſed. and rocked, with every 


that the Heart be. eſtabliſhed, which ſta- 
bility indeed, is obtained by Faith, but 
it is Jay bot. again by the talk of thoſe, 
That have but little Faith, as appears 
in the inſtance. of the Taki: 'of 


115 1. 1 725 e 8 
XIII. 
" Becauſe the Apoſtles of. our 120 


ring with Fleſh and Blood, they them 
ſaves did not only carefully avoid it, 
(Gal. I. 16.) but warned hots alſo] 
againſt it: and though they CO not 


Cloud of Witneſſes, by whoſe Exampl 


endured ſuch 8 of Squner s ag ain is ac, 
himſelf, leſt. ye be wearied and Faint i to we 


& Greek . N is Proper 
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_— in ti 
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this, male a. Compariſon,. viz. betwixt 


n, that which Chriſt hath ſuffered, and 


ry what ye ſuffer; conſider what a Pro- 
ng portion and Analogy: there is betwixt 
a- ¶ theſe: two: For ſure" it is, in caſe vou 
ut refolve to be his true Followers, you 
ſe, muſt reſiſt unto Bloody ſtriving againſt 
ars Sin. This was it that ſo powerfully 
-of encouraged and Strengthened St. Pa] 
and to expoſe himſelf to all manner of ſuf-. 
I ferings for the Name of Chriſt, with-" 
out any regard to the Fear of Man. 
ord For the Mark he had always in his 
5 Eye was, to know Chriſt and the Power 
fer- o/ his Reſurrection, and the Fellowship of his 
em; N Sufferings; being made conformable unto his 
dit Death ; if by any means he might attain 
alloW unto the Reſurrection of the Dead, Phil. 
3. 10, 14. And 2 Tim. 2. 8, 9. he 
ſaith; Remember that Jeſus Chriſt, of the 
Seed of David, was raiſed from the Dead, 
0 according to my Goſpel': Wherein I ſuf- 
thelll fer trouble as an Evil-doer," even unto: 
t Bonds ; but the Word of Gud is not Bound. 
And St. Peter, Epiſt. 2. 20, 21. from 
the ſame ground ſaith, I, when ye do wel, 


4 Tl is acceptable with God: For even ber eun- | 
to were ye called; becauſe Chrift alſo ſuf- 
Lered for us, leaving us an Exam. 


I ple, that we hon d follow bis Steps. Thus 


and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this 


F Moſes 


Coun 


CET 5 
Moſes alſo Eſteemed the Reproach of Chris: 
greater Riches. than the Treaſures . 
ypt, not fearing the Wrath of the King, 
for he endured, as ſeeing him who is inui- 
ſible, Heb. 11. 26, 27. Chriſt: him- 
{lf likewiſe giveth the ſame InſtruQi- 
on to his Diſciples, Fob. 45. 18. Tf the 
Morid hate] yuu, ye know that it hated me, 
before it hated you: And Verſe 20. 
Remember the Word, that I ſaid unto you: 
The Servant is not greater than the Lord, 
If they have Perſecuted me, they will alſo 
per ſecute you: If they haue kept my ſaying, 
they. will keep yours alſo. And: in his laſt 
farewel he encourageth them- with his 
continual Preſence, than which nothing 
could more powerfully comfort and raiſe 
their Spirits; Lo, ſaith he, I am with you 
alway, even unto. the End of the World, 
Matth. 28. 20, Wherefore if any Man 
would in good earneſt be rid of the 
Fear of Man, let him Eye continually 


Gu 
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the Example and Image ef Christ, and 7: 
know aſſuredly, that he cannot be hap- © #: 
Pier in this World, than when he com- h 
eth up to the neareſt Conformity with e 
the Image of his Suffering and Cruci- y 
fied Lord. And if his Love to Chriſt  # 
be ſincere, it will kindle in his Heart 7 
an ardent Deſire to be made like un- 
to his Image; which deſire then will e 


i diſpel 


y - 
* ö 
* 1 * ö 


diſpel all the Fear of Man, becauſe it 
makes the Croſs, which is ſo bitter unto 


the Flesh, ſweet and delightful unto the Spi- 
rit; by which means the Spirit gains a 
compleat Victory over the Fearfulneſs 
of the Fleſh, ſo that. It can no more hin- | 


der him to drink moſt willingly the 


Cup, his Saviour hath appointed” for 
him. Nay, St. Paul aſſureth us, that 
a- Man not only overcomes thereby, but 
that ho is even more than a Conqueror; in- 
timating,that' by this Victory he obtains 
an inconceivable Advantage over all 
the Sufferings, which can befal him 
for the Goſpels ſake. And to this pur 
poſe he enumerates thoſe ſeven Calami- 


ties, which may happen to a true Child of 


God, Rom. 8. 35. Who shall ſeparate us 
from the Love of Goa? shall Tribulation, 
or Diſtreſs, or Ferſecution, or Famine, or 
Nakeaneſs, or Peril, or Sword? and 
hereupon he adds, Ver. 37. Way in all 
theſe things we are more than Conquerors 
through him that Loved us. Neither doth 
he ſtop here, but expreſſeth the undaunt- 
ed chearfulneſs of his Heart in Chriſt 
yet more Emphatically, Ver. 38, 39. 
For I am perſwaded, that neither Death 
nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalitzes, 
nor Powers, nor things Preſent, nor things 
to Come, nor Height, nor Depth, nor any 
. 2: other 


| c 1000 
REY Creature, shall be able to ſeparate. 
from the Love of God, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord. Let us, Dear Brethren, 

in like manner, as the firſt Fruits of the 
Lord, preſs in Spirit into the living 
and powerful Fellowſhip of Chriſt Jeſus, 

ſo that we may live no more, but that 2 
may live in us, and the Life much we nom 
live in the flesh, we may live by the Faith 
of the Son of God, who loved us, and gave 
bimſelf for Us, Gal. 2% 0. Ihus all 
Fear of Man will ſoon vaniſh out of 
our Hearts, and the joyful Spirit of 
Chriſt Jeſus will fil up the Room it 
Had there, and make us grow in 
Strength, comfort and encourage us in 


all our Combats, and an us con- 


tinual Victory, 
XIV. 
Nom foraſmuch as Jeſus Chriſt him 


| ſelf is he, that moſt certainly can deli- 
ver us from all Fear of Man, and Clothe 
us with his Power, ſo as that, tho we 
be aſſaulted by it, yet we ſhall notwith-. 
ſtanding get the Victory over it: So. 
none can teach us better, how and by 
what means we mult ſtrive and fight a- 
gainſt the Temptations of this Fearful- 


neſs than he himſelf. And this he hath 


done moſt faithfully, eſpecially in the 


lager part of his Saar of Humiliation, 
Wm 


e 


OE ib Bs, Moe. En it OE >. 


e 


when in bis laſt Diſcourſe he was pleaſed 
to comfort and raiſe the Spirits of his 


ſorrowful Diſciples; ſo that every 


one that is plagued with the Fear of 
Man, will find a moſt effectual Medi- 


cine againſt it in the 1 3th, 14th, 15th, 


16th, and 17th Chapters of St. Johns 
Goſpel, if. we would but read and 
conſider them with due application, ac- 


companied with hearty Prayer and Sup- 


plication to God. Noy the princi- 


pal Point inſiſted upon in theſe Chap- 
ters, is Chriſt's Promiſe of ſending the Ho- 


/ Ghoſt to his Diſciples, whom alſo he 


calleth the Comforter, becauſe he drives 


all Fear of Man out of the Heart, fil- 
ling and overflowing the ſame with a 
Stream of Life and Power (Which no 


rational grounds of comfort can afford, 
tho” they may convince our under 
ſtanding) Therefore he that would 


be a Diſciple- of Chriſt in Truth and 


good Earneſt, hath nothing elſe to do, 
but with full aſſurance to accept of and 
to rely upon this his Promiſe, and with 
2. filial Freedom and Confidence pray 


to Chriſt, that he would powerfully 


make good the ſaid Promiſe: to him: 
This was it, to which St. Paul directed 


Timothy 2 Epiſtle Chap. 1. 7, 8. God 


hath not. given us the Spirit of Fear, bit of 
ap. WS. Power, 


„5 
Power, and of Love, and of a found Mind. 
Be not thou therefore aſhamed of the Teſti- 
 »w0ny of our Lord, nor of me his Priſoner 


But be thou partaker of the Aſftictionso f 


dhe Goſpel according to the Power of God. 
St. Peter alſo teſtifies, Ep. 4. 13, 14. 
that when we are partakers of Chriſt's 
Sufferings, and willingly bear Reproach 
| for his Names ſake, the Spirit of Glory 
and of God reſteih upon us. And ſince 
Chriſt himſelf draws ſo near unto 
Man in his Sufferings, that he thereby 
becometh aTabernacle or Habitation of 
God, upon which the Glory of God reſt- 
eth, Je which is filled with the Spi- 
rit of Glory and of God, ſhould he not 
be powerfully moved thereby, when 
he lyes under the temptation of the 
Fear of Man, willingly to give uphim- 
{elf to the Croſs, as believing, that the 
Power of peſus Chriſt will be perfected in 
his Weakneſs? And what a ſurpaſſing com- 
fort is it, that the ſame Holy Spirit alſo help- 
eth our Infirmities ; that whereas we know 


not what we ſhould. Pray for, as we ought, 


the Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion for u 
with Groans that cannot be uttered? That 
is, moſt powerfully and in a manner 
_ altogether inconceivable by Humane 
| Reaſon, as our chief Advocate in Heaven, 
and in the Counſel of the Holy Tri- 

| © - Nity, 
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nity, bequeathed to us by Chriſt, as 
long as we continue Orphans in this 8 
World, ſee Joh. 14. 17, 18. Rom. 8. 
26. Nay. Chris himſelf, who is at the 
Right Hand of God, makes alſo imerceſſi- 
on for us, Ver. 34.0 that we were through- 
ly ſenſible of the Joy and Pleaſure, which 
the heart of God taketh in them that ſeek 
all their Comfort and Help from him, 
truſting in him alone! How eaſie would 
it be for us then to get rid of the Fear 
of Man, and even bluſf for ſhame, that 
we had ever been diverted. 8 it from 
any Hoo: Undertaking? | 

e | 

Would we be further e with 

what extraordinary Earneſtneſs the 
Apoſtles endeavoured” to free every 
one that named the Name of Chriſt, 
from the Fear of Man; or: would we 
know,wherew ith they ſtrengthened,and 
with what Weapons they armed them- 
ſelves, as'good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt 
againſt all Aſfaults from within and 
without, let u read the 6th Chapter of 
St. Pauls Epiſtle to the Epheſians, ſrom the 
100% to the 20th Perſe, and follow the 
good Advice which St. Paul giveth us 
therein: then without doubt this Ene- 
my, the Fear of Man, wil firſt be conque- 


red, and aftevrards 9 we ſhall be in a rea- - i 


„% © © "og 
dineſs to cut down with the ſame Wes. th 
Pons all the reſt of our Enemies in the 55 
Name of the Lord. Finally, ſaith: he, p; 
my Brethren, be ſtrong in the Lord, and u di 
the Power of his Might. Put on tie th 


whole” Armour of God, that ye may be ab bg: 
to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil Wl br. 
For we wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood pf 
but againſt | Principalitics, ag aint Power: WM 40. 
againſt ihe Rulers of the Darkneſs of thi 17 
World, \again$t Spiritual Wickedneſs ini M. 
high Places. Wherefore take: unto you the A 
whole Armour of Goa, that Je may be a. 59 
ble to withſtand in the Evil Day, and hav of 
ig done all to Stand, and gain the Vii H. 
Cory, which you will in no ways be hi; 
able to obtain by humane Weapons aj 
viz. natural Wit, Learning, and the the 
like : Stand therefore, and be not of the in 
Number of thoſe that give way for pe 
fear of their Enemies: having your Loynii an. 
irt about with Truth, Iſai. 11. 5. that ve. 
the knowledge of the Truth, which ig 50 
according to Godlineſs, may keep your th. 


Heart and Mind, your Words, Works, lM {ec 
and Affections, within the right bounds, i rb. 
that ye loſe not your Raiment, and the it 
[ſhame of your Nakedneſs do not ap- w 
pear: And having on the Breaſt- plate f th, 
. Righteouſneſs: To keep your Breaſt and I (5+ 


Heart from all unjuſt things, giving by 
FO; f them 24 


TO 
them no inlet into your Soul: Ifai. 


Preparation: That is, the forward Rea- 
dineſs and Chearfulneſs of the Spirit of 


the Goſpel of Peace, Iſai. 52. 7. A. 
bove all taking the Shield of Faith, as A- 


braham did, Gen. IF. 16. And Davia, | 


Pſalm 91. 4, 5. Mheremith pe shall be 


able to quench all the fiery Darts of the 


Wicked: And fo not only the Fear of 


Man, but of all the Devils in Hell alſo : 
And take the Helmet of Salvation, Eſai. 
59. 17. 1 Theſl, 5. 8. and the Sword 
of the Spirit which is the Word of God, 
Heb. 4. 21. Apoc. 1. 6. as Chriſt 
himſelf did, Matth. 4. 4, &c. Praying * 
always with all Prayer and Supplication in 
the Spirit, Joh 4. 23, 24. and. watch- 
ing thereunto, Matth. 26. 41. with all 
Perſeveranct, and Supplication for all Saints, 
and for me alſo, that utterance may be gi- 
ven unto me, that. I may open my Mouth 
boldly, without any Fear of Man, even 
then, when my. Life is thereby expo- 


ſed to apparent danger: To make knows 


the Myſtery of the Goſpel; not to hide 
it under a Buſhel for Fear of Men: For 
which J am an Ambaſſador in Bonds: that 
therein I may. ſpeak boldly as I ought to 
ſpeak, without being baffled or daſh'd 
by the Fear of prefent Death: Is not 
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_ the whole Store. houſe of Divine Aim 
nition opened to us in theſe Words, and 
the whole Armour of God preſented to 
us, not meerly to gaze upon them, but 
to lay hold* of, and to put them on, 
if we would not with horror remem: 
ber the Words of the Holy. Ghoſt, 
Kev. 21. 7, 8. He that overcometh shal 
inherit all things, aud I will be his God, 
and he thall ve my Son. But the fearful 
and Unbelieving. shall have their part in 
the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brim 
ſtone, which is the Second Death. O! 
dreadful Sentence pronounced againſt 
the Fear of Man, which yet too com- 
monly is looked upon as a very ſmall 
Sin. Neither need we wonder at the 
puniſhment aſſigned to this Sin, if we 
call to Mind, what before hath been 
_ aid of the manifold hurt and miſchief, 
it cauſeth, and the great good that is 
hindred by it. F 
Io this purpoſe alſo we ſhould call 
to mind the. Doctrine of the Royal Prieſt- 
hood of Chriſtians, whereof. we meet 
with ſuch glorious Declarations in the 
Scripture, and in particular that of St. 
Peter, 1 Epiſtle Chap. 2. 9, 10. Te 
are à choſen Generation, a Roy al Prieſthood, 
abely Nation, a peculiar eee 
| 5 ; 1 | bl | T; 


* 


od 


aud have Right to ly claim to, and to 


e 
ghem forth the Praiſe of him, that hath cal- 0 
led you out of Darkneſs into his Marvel 
lous Light; which in time paſt were not . 
People, but are now the People f God 5, 
which had not obtained Mercy, but now 
have obtained: Mercy. Which words 
of St. Peter direct us to Exodus Chap. 19 
34, 355 36. Where we find theſe empha- 
tical Expreſſions of God, The Lord called 
unto Moſes out of the Mountain, ſayine: al 
Thus shalt thou ſay to the Houſe of Jacob, al 
and tell the Children of Tſrael: Te haue 
ſeen what I did unto the Egyptians, and. 
ham | I: bare you on Eagles Wings, an 
brought you unto my ſelf. Nom therefore 
if ye: will: obey my Voice indeed, and keeps. 
2 Covenant, then ye Shall be a peculiar 
reaſurt unto me above all People; for 
all the Earth is mine. Aud ye shall be x 
King dom of Prieſts, and an Holy Nation. 
Theſe are the Wordi, which thou Schalt ſpeak 
unto the Childremof Iſrael. But becauſe 
ſome that are Weak in Faith might 
object, that theſe Words do not belong 
to them, becauſe they were ſpoken by 
God to 1f-ael after the Fleſh, therefore 
St. Peter points them further to the 
2d. Chapter of Hoſea, Ver. 23. thereby 
informing them, that by Faith they are 
become: the true Peeutiar People of God, 


com 


* 


* 


( un 


_ comfort themſelves with all the elori- 
ous Promiſes of God with full aſſurance, 

no leſs than 1/racl after the Fleſh. | And 
now, to what purpoſe did God in the 
fore ſaid place make this moſt comfort- 
able declaration to the Iſraelites? Was 
it not that he might drive all Fear of 
Man from their Hearts, and to aſſure 
them, that none, how powerful ſoever, 
ſhould be able to hurt them, as long as 
they continued faithful to his Covenant, 

not by Profeſſion only, but in Deed and in 
Truth, and n filial obedience to his 
Commands“ As they had ſeen with their 
-own Eyes, how that all the Power of the 
Agypti ant was confounded before them: 
And. therefore repreſents to them 
their high Eſtate and Nobility, that 
they are 4 Prieſily Kingdom, Ina Holy 
People... Which Promiſe alſo. he made 
good to them indeed: for though his 
People were the leaſt of all Nations, 
yet none were able to reſiſt them, as 
long as they continued in his Ways. 


ny inſtances, that the whole World 
cannot hurt a Man that relies upon 
this his Promiſe. For he that truſts 
in God, «doth by this Faith unite himſelf 
to that degreewith the Power of the: living 
a eg en 9555 Heaven and Earth,thas 
— ves ' there- 


o 


MC. cad ie ed 
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And hath-moreover evidenced by ma- 
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thereby be becomes much ſtronger than the 
whole World; whether vi ſible or inviſible. 
This precious Promiſe” of God con- 
cerning the Royal Prieſthood of the Saints, 
was Confirmed and Sealed by the Death, | 
and in the Blood of the Son o God, Rev. 
I, 5, 6. Jeſus Chriſt, the faithful Mit- 
neſs, and the firſt: begotten of the Dead, 


and the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, 


hath loved us, and waſhed n from our 
Sins in his own Blood, and bath made us 
Kings and Prieſts unto God and his Father. 
To him be Glory and Dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. But who is it that giveth 


him the Glory due unto him, but he 


that demonſtrates himſelf to be one of 
theſe Royal Priefts, by caſting off all 
the Fear of Man, and fighting the good 


fight, rouizws, lawfully; according to the 


Rules of Combats, that having finighed 
bis courſe, and kept the Faith, he may ob. 
tain the Cromn of Righteouſneſs from the 


hand of his God. 2 Tim. 2. 5. Chap. 


4. 7, 8. Does not St Paul deny this 
Royal Crown even to them that ſtrive, 


and ſo ſeem in ſome ſort to conquer 
the Fear of Man, but not lamfully? It is 
therefore neceſſary to break through 


in Faith, and to give to God the things 
that are bow: and to Caſar the things that 
are aa A Divided Heart is not 

af, 


| | 7 110) 
1 t all acceptable unto God, and tho? 


he ſeems often to bear with it in Pati- 


ence; yet no Body ought to abuſe the 
Divine Forbearance for a Cloak of his 
Sloth, Negligence, and want of Faith; 
but rather be the more awakened and 
excited thereby, to break through all 
Diffieulties, in true Chearfulneſs of Faith, 
which God is willing to give to all 
without reſpect of Perſons. For what 
other Reaſon has he given ſuch great 
and precious Promiſes to Men, but to 
teſtifie, how earneſtly he deſires, that 
thoſe, who hear and read them, might 
thereby be made Parta lers of the Divine 
Nature, which has no Fellowſhip at all 
with the Fear of Men? 
O! how ſenſible ſhall we be at that; 
Day, of the horrible Effects of this 
Sin, when we ſhall perceive, what a 
glorious Crown, what an heavenly- 


Kingdom, and unſpeakable e we- 


have loſt by it! 
Let every. one therefore rouze him- 
ſelf, that in his Holy Baptiſm hath re- 
nounced the Devil and all his Works, 
and has given up and dedicated himſelf 
to the Service of the Lord of Hoſts, 
and ſeriouſly conſider, with how holy > 
and high a Majeſty, with how great a 
+ Oy indeed is the only Poten- 
rates); 
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rate, ) he a entruſted” his Soul and 
Body, to the end he may rid himſelf of 


«this fooliſh- and unreaſonable Fear of | 
Man, and no more ſear them, which kill Mi 


the body, hut are not able to kill the ow 
but rather fear him, which is able o de 


ſtroy both ſoul and body in Hell, Matth. 4 


V. 28. Let him think with himſelt, that 
he is not only ſecure under the Prote- 


ction of fo great a King: "for he that 


awelleth in the ſecret place 25 the moſt high, 


and abides under the shadow of the 3 
ty, ſaith of the Lord: He isn refuge, and 


my fortreſs: my God, in mn wi Feruſt, 
Pſalm 91. v. 1, 13 But let him alſo du- 
ly conſider, that he is not to fight this 
Combat by his own Strength, but that 
the Captain of the Lord's Hoſts, will de- 


liver his own Sword to him, arm him 


with his own Power, and encourage 


him, as he did Joshua, Joſnua 1. v. 5, 6, 


7, 8. Iwill never leave thee, nor forſale 
thee : (Heb. 13. v. 1.) Be ftrong and of 
good Courage, that thou mayſt obſerve ta 


do. according to all the Law, wheel Moſes 


my ſervant commanded thee + turn not from 


it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 


mayſt proſper whitherſoever thon goeſt. 
For then thou shalt malte thy ways proſper- 
ous ( if thou continueſt in the keeping ³⁶ 
of wy. Word $). and then thou shalt have 


bad 


0 1120 
good Succeſs, Hae not I commanded thee? 
© Be ſtrong and of good Courage, be not afraid, 
neither be thou diſmayed, for the Lord thy 
God is with thee, witherſoever thou goeſt. 
Theſe Words were ſpoken in particular 
to Joshua, who, as a Type of Chriſt, was 
to conquer the Land of 4 Way and put 
the Children of, 7:ael in Poſſeſſion of it: 
but in as much as it is the Duty of eve- 
ry. one of us to overcome the World 
by Faith, and-to take Poſſeſſion of the 
true Canaan, they as truly concern and are 
addreſt to us; and therefore we ought 
firmly to believe, that theſe Words are 
ſpoken to every one of us, as well as to 
Joshaa himſelf. And for this Reaſon, 
St. Paul alſo alledgeth ORs 28 4 mera 
Promiſe, Heb. 13. 5. 5 

Laſtly, let every one of U us 5 contiter; 
that the only way for us to ſecure to 
our ſelves the Pre-eminence of this Royal 
Prieſthood, is to fight manfully the. Bat- 


Life, come Death, preſs thorough to 
him: So ſhall we forget thoſe things 
which are. bck ind, and reach" forth unto 
thoſe things. which, are before, preſſing to- 
words the Mark for the Prize of the high 
= 12 5 4 Gods in n, Jeſus, Phil. _ v. 
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In a Word: All holy lyris from the be- 
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ginning to the end, nay even Heaven and 


Earth, and all the Creatures of God, 
would prove happy Means to rid us of the 
Fear of Man, could we behold and conſider 
them with à believing Heart. Does not 


our Saviour upbraid and reproach our 


fooliſh Fear of Man, by ſending us to 


the Sparroms for better Information? 
Matth. 10. v. 29. Are not two Sparrows 
ſold for a Farthing? and one of them hall 
not fall on the Ground without your Father. 


| Nay he ditects us to the very Hains of 


our, Head, ſaying, But the very Hairsof 
your Head are all numbred: and from 
thence inferrs, v. 31. Fear ye not there- 
fore, ye are of more value than man) Spar- 
rows. . He takes the Graſs of the Field 


to witneſs againſt our little Faith, 


Matth. 6. v. 30. and all this to expoſe 


our horrible Unbelief to Shame and 


Confuſion, and to repreſent to us in a 
clear Light, that a Man by Faith be- 


comes the moſt glorious, as by Unbelief the 


But becauſe the Heart of Man is ſo 


deeply ſunk into Atheiſm and denyal of 


God: (For what is the Fear of Man, 


but a denying of that Majeſty, which 


alone 


_ 
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alone can defend and preſerve ns, | Sl 
can hurt us ?) therefore it is highly 


Chriſtians, it it may be; ſince Chriſt 


: to thoſe that are gathered together in 
H God, that is, the Child-like chear- 


ercſiſe his Love to his Neighbour, to the 
uttermoſt of his Power, with all ſin⸗ 


naturally inclin'd to Baſhfulneſs and 


as that even in Death it felf, nothing 


neceſſary, that a Man, (how bold and 
couragious ſoever his Nature may be ;) 
renew himſelf in the Spirit of his Mind, 
and daily take his Nouriſhment from 
the Word of God: Stir: up himſelf 
in Prayer, and ſtrengthen himſelf with 
the Company of other true and faithful 


himſelf has promiſed to be among, 
and to impart his Bleſſing and Power 


his Name, Marth. 1 8. to ſtir up the Gift 
ful Spirit always and without Intermiſ- 


thy 2 Epiſt. Chap. T. v. 6.) even as 2 
Fire by conſtant blowing is kept up to 
a Flame: to preſs to ſtronger Degrees 
of Faith, by pondering the precious 
Promiſes of God, (continually to ex- 


gleneſs of Heart, whenever God af- 
ords him Opportunity; becauſe no- 
thing conduceth more to the Growth 
and Increaſe of Faith, than continnal 
Exerciſe. If he perceives himſelf to be 


Fear - 


W 


1 


all things make it his Buſineſs to keep a 


that he have à care in the beginning, 


ten him through their Power and Au- 


to be diverted from this Kingly Reſo- 
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Fearfulneſs, let him with the greater Ear- 
neſtneſs aſſault this Enemy, and above 


good and unblameable Conſcience, that 
his natural Fearfulneſs may not grow 
upon him, when his Sword is broken, 
and he muſt ſuffer others to caſt this or 
the other Miſdemeanor in his Teeth; 


not to make himſelf a Slave of other 
Men; eſpecially of them that are in 
high Places; and who can eafily frigh- 


thority; but behave himſelf always as 
a faithful Servant of God, in all Hu- 
mility and Diſcretion. And if in the 
beginning he have perhaps fallen ſhort, 
and been wavering, yet afterwards he 
may the more encourage himſelf in God, 
thenceforward to obey him more than 
Men: not fuffering himſelf any more 


lution and Courage, either by Force 
or Subtilty; but continually lifting uß 
his Head in Chrift, tho! it were under 
the hardeſt Combat, and continual 
great Poverty of Spirit: that he male 
the Glory of God his End in all he does 
or leaves undone, diligently ſearching 
himſelf, that this Marꝶ be not removed 
by the ſubtilty of the Serpent, or 1 

* Re: 


5 116 5 | 
py with. wrong Intentions. For tho? 

God be ſo Faithful, as not to ſuffer us 
to be tempted beyond what we are able 
to bear; yet withal he hath placed us here 
an 4 fate of Warfare. and Feahting, and 
to this End hath himſelf put Weapons in- 
to our Hands, to the end we may not 
be Negligent and Sloathful, but unwea- 
riedly Fight it out, and make the beſt 
Uſe of our Spiritual Weapons: and 
"whenever we perceive. a Failure, to 
amend the ſame preſently, not caſting 
away our Confidence, but continue Faith. 
ful until the End. Bleſled is he that thus 
holds out, and ſtands his Ground in all 
Combats and Aſſaults: (Foſs. 4. v. 10.) 
and even then when the Enemy crys, 

I have prevailed againſt him: For he 
ſhall g 70 from Faith to Faith, from Strength 
708 engel and finally overcome and in- 
rd 46h in 220 a in 
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o Chriſtian Diſeritios; 17 jew 5 


Prudence, to be obſerved in the 
Exerciſe of true C bearfulneſs and 
Joy in Believing, and that ive mut 
5 N An Faith A 0 fuſe; . 


| Hat hack In aledged 3 in : the . 
foregoing Chapter from the 
ord of God, concerning the proper 
eans to get rid of the Fear of Man, 
ind to attain to a true Chriſtian Bold 
jeſs of Faith, might be thought ſuffici- 
at : But foraſmuch as Fleſh and Blood g 
commonly inclin'd either to exceed 
r fall ſhort in matter of Duty; ſoit 
ay eaſily happen, that whilſt a Man 
ndeavours to avoid the Fear of Man, 
e may fall into the contrary Vices of. 
auhneſe, Preſumption, Inconſiderateneſs, 
Na other ſuch like, deſpiſing others in 
N Heart, who perhaps do not half the 
** Miſchief by their Baſhfulneſs and Fear- 
ineſs, as he doth by his indiſcrete o- 
rforwardneſs and boldneſs, which 
oduce naching but monſtrous and 
* un- 


1. 


5 4 
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r 
untimely Births: Wherefore it will be Þ it 
neceſſary for every one to be upon his f h 
Guard, that he may, by the Grace and |} 2. 
Spirit of God, be taught to keep the No. 
middle way, be poſſeſt of true chearfu]- 80 
neſs of Faith, and not pleaſe himſelf | * 
with a mere Phantom, or a vain Con- 

ceit of it. %%% » » „ lY 
))) ĩͤ Wo 5 
Wherefore we are before all things Not 
to confider, that as there is v0 trum l., 
Faith, which hath not true Repentanct ¶ Spi- 
for its Ground and Foundation; oi 
neither can there be any true Boidneſs 
of Faith, unleſs a Man have- paſſed} 
through a-true Proceſs of Repentance, and| 
exerciſe himſelf Daily init. For a chear: 
ful and undaunted Faith is no ' ſuch 
bold ungovern'd Raſheſs, as is found ii 
a wild Soldier; but it is the Fear of God 
which having taken Poſſeſſion of thi 
Heart, does expel the Fear of Man 
and where the Spirit of Man is trul 
humbled and broken under the might 
Hand of God, there the Power anWelf. b 
Spirit of God dwells and exerts it ſeſpf his 
ſo gloriouſly, that there is no roo ivin 
left for the Fleſh to boaſt it ſelf. Lhear 
no Man here deceive himſelf. Theſqhill n 
is nothing to be done without true REheſe 
pentance, and where that 1s paſt oveÞepriy 
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beit is to no purpoſe for a Man to exalt 
n himſelf, Whatſoever wants 4 true Di- 
d vine Bottom, cannot laſt long, let the * 
he © outward N of i it bes never ſo 
al- goodly. | + 
elf e 
n- The true Chearfulneſs of Faith Is this, 
when our Faith is adtive and operative by 
L596. . By Faith a Man is made aLord 
over all; but by Love he is a Servant of 
al,; by Faith he is a King, by Love 4 
§ Spiritual Prieſt, miniſtring, not Lording" 
in God's Sanctuary. God himſelf is Love, 
land he that dmelleth in Love, dwelleth in 
304, and Gad in him, 1 John 4. V. 16. 
Now when a Man doth not abide in 


gear Love, but is pufft up and ſwayed by his 
Fucllif feſhly Paſſions, asHatred, Wrath, Rail- 
nd ing and Scorning, he hath no true | 
GodChearfulneſs of Faith; and though he 
f thnay have had ſome Degree of it before; 

yet it is troubled and ſpoiled by theſe 
trulſÞngodly | Exorbitances. Therefore in 
nightWhis Caſe, a Man ought to humble hun- 


r anflelf before- God, and by the renewal 
apf his Mind in the Spirit of Love and 
| Divine Peace to preſs in again into the 
__ LiChearfulneſs of Faith. Satan indeed 
Theſfrill not be wanting, by occaſion of 
ne Rheſe Failings, to caſt him down, and 
5 one eprive him of his oy! in . 


f 


(no) 


here it is then, that he muſt reſiſt him 
ſtedfaſt in Faith, and humble himſelf 
the more under the mighty Hand of 
God, owning himſelf guilty before him, 
and proceeding earth 

Faith, and in his Labour of GN 0s 
Patience of Hope. INIT 
IV. 


'To keep up and preſerve this herr 
fulneſs, we muſt continue in Prayer and 
Child like Communion with God for by 
this the Mind of a Man becomes San- 
ctified, and is beſt guarded from all 


Wandrings and Excurſions, and inſpi- 
red with true Meekneſs and Friendlineſs 


towards Men, in which good Compa- 


ny this joyfulneſs of Faith doth moſt 
powerfully and effectually exert it ſelf. 
And where this Advice is obſerved, ſo 
thata Man; by humble Prayer, preſſeth 
after Communion with God and Holi- 
neſs of Heart, not only all Precipzt#nc 
and Haſtineſs of Spirit will be prevent- 
ed; but alſo hig tempting of God, againſt 
which the Men of little Faith n 

put in their inn 1 bþ 


- Neither doth this Boldneſs 40 Faith | 
take away that fo often and earneſtly}- 
injoyned Obedience, which one Believerſ, . 


owes another, (according to 1 Per. 5. 


* 


ully in his Work of 


- 
0 ; ; 
— * 


„„ | 
5.) and more eſpecially, which the 
elf £ Younger zun unFxperienced dne | 
of Itheic Elders and more Experienced, 
Children to their Parents: (by Nature 
7 of or G race 79 yet v ich this Caution, tha C 
* Fit be no blindfold Obedience, that pre- 
Ex fers the Authority of a Man before the 
clear and evident Command of God; 
concerning which Obedience, as it is 
repreſented in the Goſpel, there is 
lately publiſned in High Dutch, an 
Excellent Tratiſe by Balthazar Kopke, 
Inſpector at Nauen, In the Ring of 
Pruſſia s Dominions. This Caution is 
highly neceſſary, becauſe there are but 
too many, that think they act in Faitb, 
and expreſs an extraordinary Courage 
and Chear ful neſs, when indeed they fol- 
low their O.]Ʒu Vild fire, and exalt them- 
ſelves above others by their ſelf. Con- 
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gunſe's given to them, are no better 
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than the Effect of the Fear of ihe and 
Undbelief: they chink themſelves ver 
happy, that they adhere to no Body 
without taking notice, how faſt they 
elcave to themſelves. He is truly Wit. 
-and Prudent, who ſeeks more and more 
to humble and annihilate himſelf, and is 
ready to fubmit himſelf to all Men 
For where Humility is practiſed without 
Intermiſſion, there the Enemy finds n 
Room for his dangerous $7 1. 
He that Hands lowe lt, falls eaſteft. =, | 
VI. 


S.t. Pauls Emphatical ords, 2 | Tim 
1. v. 7, ought to be well confidered hy 
us: God has not given us the Spirit © 
Fear, but of Power, and of Love, and 6 
4 found Mind. Happy therefore is that 
Man, in whom a0: the Spirit of Fear 
but of Power, takes Place, and enables 
him to do Good, and ſuffer Evil with 
Courage and Chearfulneſs; but thi 
Spirit muſt be alſo a Spirit of Love, {0 
as that all that a Man Acts or Suffers, 
flow from the Love of God and 
Man. It muſt be alſo 4 Spirit of fo ound- 
- neſs of Mind, that is, according to the 
true ſenſe of 'the Greek Word, 4 Spirit 
_ of Wiſdom, Prudence, "Diſeretion, Mode- 
ration, and Sobriety of Mind, or rather, 
He that works all 51 it Mans "and through 


n 
- 


| 5 (11220 
im in others alſo, and makes him not 
paly to diſcharge his Duty wich an 
ndaunted Courage in all Things, in- 
ending nothing but the Glory of God 
nd the Good of his Neighbour; but | 
noreover to behave himſelf in all his 
oings and Sufferings, according to 
Divine Prudence and Wiſdom. This 
t. James intended, hen he adviſeth, 
hap. 1. v. 5. Hany of you lach Miſdom, 
t him aut of God, that giveth to all Men 
berally, and uphraideth not, and it ſhall 
given him. For there is alſo a falſe 
adence, with which St. Peter was over- 
ken, when he reo Chriſt afide, and 
gan to rebuke, him, ſaying: Be it far 
rum thee, Lord: this tall not be unto 
bee. But Chriſt turned, and ſaid unto 
ter : Get thee behind me, Satan, thor 
t an Offence: unto me; for thou ſavour-. 
t not the things that be of God, but 
oſe that be of Men. How can a Man 
e better ſecured and kept free from 
his ſeeming, but, falſe Prudence, than 
dy continually keeping a watchful Eye 
ver his on Spirit, humbling himſelf 
lways before God; and like an help- 
fs Infant, praying to God for Wiſdom 
her. Ind Underſtanding, and taking the 
vord of God to be his Counſellour ? 
or God's Word cannot lie, which 
. 2 Eves. 


(240 12 
gives us the aſſured Promiſe, that hy mnie 
ſnall proſper in all he undertakes, thats mu 
takes heed to act in all Things, accordjudge 
ing to what is written in the Law, Zughuen! 
1. v. G. Pſalms 1. v. 2, 3: Haun ais Inann 


9. ve ne 
| VII. 


105 Tho ard] 

Where this Foundation is s laid, Hoffer 

2 not fear any hurt from a Chen ray | 
fulneſs of Faith, and though perhaps, fo 


he I 
want of Experience, it may not be alwz us v 
-exerted in due Place or Time; yet ano qu 
we to take heed, as ſoon as we are ſenſoid « 
4ible-of it, that we be not too mudſd in 
caſt down, becauſe of this ImperfeaWnd 5 
on; but rather praiſe God from the boſs. L 
tom of our Heart who makes us ſen{ibi$3. 
of our Failings for this very End, tha But 
we may amend them, and he may briy deflec 
all Things into due Order. But whe Expert 
ever we obſerve ſuch like Failures Ind ir 
others, we ought ſtill to be much moqFoth 2 
cautious of judging chem, becauſe Gaim e 
will not Judge according to our, byÞvert: 
according to his own Mind: and Golſerfor 
Thoughts are not as our Thoughts, neitiſ nd ſe 
Are his May, our Ways. In this Caſe wiþ615, 
often find the Truth of what the P. hat is 
miſt faith : Out of the mauth of Babes ¶ree 

Suckling:,thou haſt perfected Praiſe, Matiſſucker. 
21. v. 16. Pſalm. 8. v. 3. And, * tl 


ff TR 
hould hold their peace, the Stones would _ 
immediately cry out, Luke 19. v. 40. It 
s much eaſier to judge others, than to 
udge our ſelves; and it, happens fre- 
huently, that we find fault with the 
anner of another Man's Acting, tho* 
ve never undertake to do it better; and 
ardly do any: Good our ſelves, or 
Wofter others to do it; becauſe we ſee no 
nay to undertake it, without 1 
he Devil and his Inſtruments: And 
hus we quench the Spirit of God, or ſeex 
Wo quench it, by endeavouring to a- 
'oid outward Diſorders, as is xemplifi- 
d in the Behaviour of the High- Prieſts 
nd Scribes, towards the Apoſtles of 
be Lord in As, Chap. 4. v. 16, ,17, 
I But hereby, we. do not in the leaf” 
Fefleck upon any one, who from a long: 
xperience in the ways of the Lord, 
Ind in the Spirit of Wiſdom and Love, 
oth admoniſn his Brother, and minds 
im of the Failings, which may bave 
vertaken him in, any of his Actions, 
der formed in the chearfulneſs of Faith, 
nd ſets him right in the Spirit of Meek- 
Wels, without ſtifling any good Thing 
hat is in him, but rather prunes the good 
ſree. from its ſuperfluous end irregular 
wckers, and for the reſt, like a $kilful 


| 
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Gardener takes care of, and Has an Ex 
over him, that he bring forth his Frui 
„ ſeaſon, and his Leaf may ng 
=_ vither, but proſper in all he does. 
: F 


Let us then continually join the Exerei ſet 
daily Repentance, of true Humility, hear Co 
Love, Chriſtian Diſcretion, the Denial © 

oar Selves and our ownWills,Obedience,Sufl Ns 
uſſton, Prayer, Meehneſs, and Patience Nx 
Christ, hearty Compaſſion with the fail} f. 
of our Brethren and all other Virtnes, thi ——_ 
flow from the Viſdom, that is from abou y th 


Let us, I fay, join and knit all theſe tc 
gether with the chearful Exerciſe of Fai 
and Truſt in God, caſting off all Fea 
of Man. Let us excite one anothe 
with comfortable Words to a chearfi 
Faith; and whereſoever God hy 
= wrought. a 20d Will, ler us take hee 
=_ oO damping it or "deſpiſi ing wha 
Z is good, in the Waſh Member” of.Chrit 
— let us cheriſh it through the Word 

of the Goſpel, and by the Rules Mrhat 
Wiſdom keep ĩt within. its due bound ere 

that it may grow up to full ſtrengt 

and bring forth Fruit, to the end th: 
whatſoever has been loſt or ſpoiled b 

want of Faith, and the Fear of Maaß. 

may in. the Power of God be recovere: 

and ae. through Faith and Love 
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WY 710 | fruffimitle G06 e art 
ſeth. from a chearful Faith, that. 
e all Few: A Man 5 


1 doth, — 4 3 to ſet 
forth the mani fold, and Glorious Ad- 
antages,' which acrue to thoſe, who 
dy the Spirit of God are {et free from 
he. Fear of Man. For if any one will 
but Gly, weigh and conſider, what has 
een ſaid in the IV. Chapter of the 
anifold great Mi [chiefs that pro- 
eed from the Fear of Man, he will 
aſily perceive, by the Rule of con- 
raries; the great profit that axiſeth 
rom the chearfulneſs of Faith. Where- 
ore 1 referr the Reader to that Chap- 
er, deſiring; him ſeriouſly to conſi der 
hat is there offered. But yet if a Man 
rere inclined further to enlarge up- 
dn this Subject, by repreſenting; from 
cripture all the wonderful Advanta- 
ges of: a chearful Faith, it would not 
x aitogether fruitleſs, but he a further 
ae of what has been aid be · 


Ne. 1 5 
-G: 4. Le 


Cas 


The r es to the Hebrews lays 
en ample Foundation for theſe Reflexions: 
For it does not only r the mas» 

nifold glorions effects of Faith, for our 
Excitement * and Edification ; Put 
moreover teaches us, bow to under. 
and all Holy Scripture, and to know 
the Power of God, which hath ſo ma- 
niteſtly exerted it Telf 3 in true Believ. 
ers. But here it will be neceſfary to 
bid you take heed of making God 
changeable, in ſaying- with the Unbe- 
Heving World, This indeed hath beer 
done formerly; but now it happens no mort. 
For by this falſe Maxim ſuggeſted fron 
as bottomleſs Pit, the higheſt Diſho- 
or imaginable is put upon the living 

God, by making void all his preciou 
proniſes; ; all the Examples he hath ſet 
before our Eyes, and all his Divine 
Calls, Invitations and Allurements t 

| Faith; are made null and infienificant, 
And whereas we have none to blame 
but onr ſelves, for not treading i in then 
fame Foot-ſteps of Faith, in which the 
Saints of Old walked, and conſequent 

=_ ly for net ſeeing the Glory of God, as 
I they did, we rather chuſe to caſt al 
the INE! vpon God, and deviſe 
| | differen 
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ere of Times, whereas the 4 N 
' rence is to be look d for i the Perſons 
themſelves. For tho? it cannot be ſaid, 
that every Believer muſt do the very 
ſame Works which were done by No- 
ab, Abraham, Moſes, and others; yet 
ought every one to follow the Faith of 
theſe godly Men, and to ſhew and e! 


ert the ſame with full Power and 
Strength, in that State and Condition 


wherein God has placed bim, and in 
-thoſe Circumſtances, which are daily 
offer d. And in fo doing, he may be 
fully aſſured, that he alſo mall ſee the 
Glory of God, as well as they of Old - | 
experienced the ſame. And with {| 
ſuch an Heart and Mind is the Scri- 
pture to be read and ſearched into, 
and the Examples of Faith, and the glo- 
rious Effects of it to be duly confdered: | 
and by this means we receive Strength 
and Joy to be more nearly united with 
God; and to enjoy his endleſs Love, 
5 Goodneſs and Faithfulneſs in a more 
ample and abundant manner. 
The chief Advanta e not only of Chear- 
fulneſsin Believing but of Faith it ſelf ab- 
ſolutely conſidered, as it treats with God, 
.and relies upon the Redemption made | 
: by 2 Chriſt, is this that it lays 
Gi bold i 


-Þ 


* 
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bold on the Righteouſneſs of God, and wake 
Man a Friend of God: And this is con- 


* firmed by the Example of Abraham. 


And ought not we therefore to make it 
our great Buſineſs to obtain the. ſame 


| : Spirit of Faith, that. dwelt in Araham, 


and moſt ſeriouſly to weigh and con- 


lider the Fruits and Power of it, with 


more exaQnels, than is commonly done, 
and {6 learn to e Abraham accord- 


Ing to that inward Divine Ground and 
Bottom that was in him, and acording 
to that finite Bleſſing, Which 3 

ed his Faith? 


Thus we ſhonld ſoon 


"perceive, that ehe Faith of Abraham. was 


rafting and bin gan the. 
T 


ſomething) far moreConſiderable,Glorious and 
Divine, than the bare conceit in the Brain, 


( which fome take to be Faith). without 


which Abrabam re om it. O! 
it is indeed a, great 1 5 to be a true 


Son of Abraham in Faith, and to walk 


in the ſame Footſteps of Faith, and 
chearfully to fight his way through all 
Temptations: 7 Hope againſt Hope, 
and believe, what we ſee _ 
# | ES | 
Now. becauſe Faith, being 10 * 
and precious a Gift of God, is com- 
monly not Eſteemed according to its 


we worth, it is no wonder, that ther 


= , are 


Fruits, 


cording to the ſeveral Works they were 


| earheſtneſs.to repreſent not only to the 


ä „„ 


| whole Aith 


| comet}, tothe known according to the 
true 


0 <3. bb 8 F r 3 „ 
Jround, aud Bottom of things boped ſor, 


are ſo yery few, that read the Scripturè 
with a ſeeing. Eye, and diſcover, that 
the whole Scripture is à Book. Which 
throughout teacheth us, that all the good, 
that eyer was wrought in the World 
by Men, is done by Faith, by which God | 
unites bimſelf Je cloſely. mith Men, thar all | 
things became poſſible to them; and that 
God hath manifeſted himſelf gloriouſly - 
and powerfully: in all Believers, tho“ 
in ſome otherwiſe than in others, ac- 


e Wherefore it is highly - 
neceflary, with all plainneſs and 


World, but to the Children of God alſo, 
tha Faith is ſonmethins far. more ere 
and glorigus, than Reaſon cap conceive | 
or expre6s. .. For as- long 38. a Man is 

not ſenſihle of this, nor duly. lays it 

to Heart, fo long he will be unable to 
comprebead in the leaſt, What an in- 

fimable: Fealafe, tine Faith brings a- | 
long With it, notwithſtanding that te 
le 12th Chapter to the Hebrews 
lays, before vs a args Catalogue. of its 
Fruits or Effects. But when this Faith +. 


Deſcription. given of it, Heb. 11. 


* 


1. VIRea that the Subſtance, egi, the 
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 Phereupon » 
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wherenpon, 41 an nec FR Founda- 
t on, all the inconceivable happineſs, we hope 
for, doth. reſt». © And an tASY X05, or 
convincing Evidence and Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, which aſſures us beyond all doubt, of 
things not ſeen : I fay,where Faith is thus 
known in the Light: of God's Spirit, and 
a_ Man experiences it to be ſo in his 
Heart, then he ſees at the ſame time, 
that the Fruit and Advantage of that 
Faith, which overcometh all Fear of 
Man, i is of ſo large a compals, as to con- 
tain all the good things we can con- 
ceive or hope for from God, even all 
that can be conceived or expreſt. For 
then he diſcovers, that it is Faith, that 
carries a Man through, and delivers him 
from all Evil of Soul and Body: And 
on the other hand puts him in polteſſi- 
on of Soverain Bliſs, and the fulneſs 
of God himſelf, (or the Diyine Fulneſs) 
and unites him with God (beyond all 
rational comprehenſi on) making him a 
right happy Man in Time and Eterni- 
ty. When a Man, T ſay, attains to a 
' true and Experimental Knowledge of 
this, then he will alſo more fully com- 
prehend, what a vaſt Advantage Chear- 


fulneſs of Faith hath above Fearfulneſs 


and Puſillanimity, and that God both 
in the Ola and New 7. amen, when 
be 


= 
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| he bad any thing, that was ; Gloribus 
and Extraordinary, to perform, always 
employed thoſe, whom he had et free 


from the ſervile Fear of Man; ſo that 


it may be truly faid, Thou aſt ſend | 
forth thy Spirit, andit Created them, and 


there is none, that can reſi thy Voice. 
For the Mountains ſhall be removed from 
their Foundations with the Waters, the 


Rocks ſhall melt as Wax at thy Preſence. . 


Yet thou art Merciful to them that Fear 
thee, (and not Man) Judith 16. 17, 
18. And on the other hand, the Seri 


pture as plainly. aſſerts, that a Mixture 
of the Fear of Man Jools and deſtroys alt 


good Undertakings. R ſingle Man, that 


' hath ſet aſide the Fear of Fleſh and - 

Blood, and ventured in the Name of ill 
| the livin God, hath frequently been a 
means o f faving a whole Nation: And 


what was more remarkable in the A- 


poſtles at their firſt entring upon 
Preaching the Goſpel, than their great 
Boldneſs and Joy in Believing, at which | 
the High Prieſts, Scribes, and Flders them- | 
| ſelves flood amazed? Acts 4 4.13, Where | 


we clearly ſee, that the Fear of Man 
was to be expelled, before the Goſpel 


of Chriſt could be Preached to all the 
World, and for this reaſon, the Apo- 
ſtles of the Lamb are ſet before us as 


Examples, 


: < 234) 
Examples, that we, might be informed; 
by the Victory of their Faith, tocaſt off 
5 Fear of Man, and confeſs. Chriſt 
and his Goſpel before all the World, 
bearing his Croſs. and Reproach. wil- 
lingly, that in due time we may be Par- | 
takers o f. his Glory. 5 870 
_ 7 103 the Reader is convinced by = Fi 
what has been ſaid, that. the Fear of 60. 
Man 3s; 4 dannable Fruit of Unbelief, | 
and the Mother. of many other abomina- | wit 
bie Epils; and hath ſeriouſly., laid to in. 
Heart the Means, whereby he may at- 45 
tain to .a true Chearfulneſs of Faith; I 9/1 
then nothing remains, but that he ex- Von 
perience in himſelf, that, here the Fear | 7hic 
of ky by overcome, 2495 57 9 3 Door is Fee 


N 


EY into the mg F clone P | 
of the Bleſſed. Croſs, and the ſur pa 
ſing Glory that will follow. 1 
on. And therefore a certain Author, 
calls it the firſt Seal of the Boot men- 
60 Kev. F. ot which he: ſays: The 
+» 1 Ss or fir |t:Seal tb he opened 
in this Book, is the FEAR of MAN, 4 
moſt wicked "Devil indeed, m- Hinder, 
and oppoſes the. Fear of God ins. One 
Fear caſts out another: And hene. den 
are Karte there God, his Counlel and fußt 


Word | 


N 


— 


Ward ert deſpiſed aud bed, Nw 


when a Man is about to follow Chriſt, 


and to enter into the Reſt..of God, y 
walking . in the way of the Croſs; and 


2 


much Tribulation, then the Feat of Alan 


and his Tyranny ſteps in, and ſtops bim 
from attaining the Favour. and Fear of 
God, which is the beginning of Divine 
Wiſdom -.. For he fears, ſbould he. comply © 
with the Will of Chri&, it might: coſt 


bim Life; and all he hath ; Sg that here is 


a Bolt in his way, and à Seal on the Book. 


which prevents him, who is hut 4 Servant 


from arriving to Son-ſhip and Liberiy, 
which is promiſed to all the Children and 
Freemen in the Houſe of God. Eauem one 
therefore, by caſting A the Fear of Alan, 
muſt hazard himſelf, caſting behind him, 
bati ; -AHA- dani Wen: 


| dear Soul and Life, and much more Wife, 


Children, Parents, Houſe, and Bands, if 
e deſire to learn the Art of God, which 
will teach him not to underſtand, interpret, 
ind explain the Scriptures”. accordiny #0 


e Fear of Man, as the World, and Blind 


etter-learned, which are not inftrutted 
o the Kingabm of God, do, to avoid the 
roſs, but freely according to the Senſe 
auſt indeed follow Chriſt, bear the Croſs, 


hate 
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hate our Liſe, and forfake al, if we wonld 
be Chriſt's Diſciples, as indeed we meet 

with nothing ſo frequently inculcated by 
the Evangeliſts, who” underſtood the neceſ. 
ſity of it, and tbat without it me cannot be 
admitted into the School of Chriſt, nor be 
his Diſciples. Therefore muſt this Seal 
be - firſt opened, and this Devil of the Fear 
of Man caſt out, before the Fear of 
God can Enter, andthis Seal of the Bool 


be opened. But a Man niuſt ſuffer ma. 


nifold Trials and great Oppoſition, until 
the Fear of Man 9 wholly caſt out, and 
tze pure Fear of God enter in. As far 

as the Fear of God enters, fo far the De. 


vil leaves him, and the Seal of the Fear 


of Man is opened, and the Wiſdom of Goid 
begins to take place in him, Eccleſ. Chap. i. 
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N Lord, whoſe Wiſdom is ever 
AZ laſting, and Power. infinite 
and whoſe Eves are open over the 
| Ways of the Children of Men, 0 
give to every one according to hi 
Ways, and the Fruit of his Doings 
It is manifeſt to thee, that the Fea 
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of Man (by which thy Glory and 


Majeſty is denied, and thy infinite 
Power, which thou haſt ſhewn from 
the Beginning, is deſpiſed, and made 


to truekle under by the Nothingneſs 
of mortal Men, who are but Duſt 

and Aſhes) bears the ſway every 
where, and is the Mother of innu- 


merable Crimes and abominable 


Sins; though generally eſteemed by | 
Men as a piece of Prudence, and Ji 


ranked in the Number of Virtues. 


and plunged into Atheiſm, and a 
denial of thy Eternal Godhead; WM 
from our Youth up, through that 
general Corruption, that overſpreads | 


the Face of the whole Earth. In 
thee we hve, and move, and have 


our Being, and yet how backward 


are we to ſeek Thee, if haply we 


might feel after Thee, and find Thee, 
tho! thou art not far from us, and 
nothing can ſubſiſt without Thee. 


Alas! how intirely are we turned 
towards theſe outward Things, tho 


* 


the Nature of: true Faith be to | 
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look, not at the Things, that are | 


ſeen, but at the Things, that are not 

ſeen? ThisWord, F AA T H, we have 
much in our Mouths, but not as 

an Olive-leaf of Peace. For the 
Power of Faith is no where to be 
found. What is all our Doing, 
when compared with the Examples 


of the Ancients 2 Theſe were Men 


indeed, and performed maniy Deeds; 
but with us it is mere Childs: play. 
we boaſt of Faith, and are put in- 


to a Fright by the leaſt ruſhing of 


2 Leaf, when indeed our Hearts 
ought nat to be afraid, though ma- 
ny and thouſands were incamp- 
ed: ag ainſt us round about to de; 
vour 8 Art not thou, O Lord, 
our Light and d 4 whom then 
have we cauſe to fear: Art not 


thou the ſtrength of our Life, why: 
then are we terriſied ? Du we be. 


lieve, that thou art with us, why 


then do we fear any, that are againſt 


us? Who is it that can hurt us, 


Vhen we have our Almighty Father, 
ou 5 of W and Kartb, | 
OR. 
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for our Friend ? But thou ſeeſt, O 


Lord, that Hypocriſy has filled the If 
Earth, and that Men diſſemble and 
lie to their Neighbour for'temporal 


Intereſt ; and yet for all that we ima 


gine our ſelves to be ina good State, 


and think the Church ins rin 


ing Condition. But thou, O Lord, 
wilt inſpect our. Caſe, and create a 


help for us. Thou wilt ſend forth 


again the Spirit of Faith, as of old, 


that thy Servants may be knoun 
by their not being the Servants of 
Men; and thy Meſſengers, by be- 
ing railed above the Fear of Ty- 


rants. O Lord, let the Simplicity | 


and Chearfalneſs of thy Servants, de- 


ſpiſed of the World, thing forth and. 


flouriſh again, whom thou didſt 
make uſe of as thy Mouth, and 
didſt confirm their Teſtimomy by 
their Sufferings and thy wonderful 


Aſfiſtance: Honouring them, chat 


did honour thee, without any Re- 
ſpect of Perſons, Thou didſt male 
hem a fenced Wallof Braſs, which 
9 one did * A gainſt, but 
. could 


pen the Eyes of thoſe, whoſe Feet 
thou haſt turned into the Path 


of Peace, and diſcover to them 
the great Perilouſneſs of our Times, 


that they may know, how highly 


neceſſary it is for them in their Soul, 
and from the bottom of their Hearts, 


to be ſeparated from all Creatures, 
and to be firmly united to . thee 
by Faith; to the end they may con- 


tinue ſaithful under all the manifold 


Temptations, which Daily befal 


them, or may aſſault them far the 
future: and that they may not ſuf- 


fer themſelves to be drawn away 
with others into a perverſe 155 d. 
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could not prevail over them; for 
thou didſt deliver them out of the 
Hands of the Wicked, and didſt 
redeem them out of the Hands of 
the terrible Ones. O Lord, let thy 
Face ſhine upon us again, that we 
may behold thy Glory: : So ſhall 
we be healed, and thou alone mag- 
_ nifted, and thy Name only Sancti- 
fied in our Hearts, and through thy 
= Power we thall overcome all. O- 


IS of the Lond Jetus, that the 


"© 


Confound, © Lord, all f falſe pru- 
dence, which is afraid of the Croſs 4 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and leads the incon- 
ſiderate into the ways of Balaam. 


O Lord, awaken them that are faſt 


aſleep in Security, and perſuade 


themſelves, that they ſerve thee 
well and faithfully, whilſt in all 
things they endeavour to imitate 

and pleaſe Men. Rouze them, 0 
Lord, that the Dead may no longer 


bury the Dead. Send thy Holy 


Spirit, even the Spirit of "Poner, 
of Love, and of a ſound Mind,into 


the Hearts of the Pallors of thy 


Church, that every one may clear- 


ly fee and perceive, not in a few but 


many Thouſands, what a Difference 
there is betwixt Hirelings, who are 


always afraid of Men, for fear of | 
loſing their Reward, and the true 
Servants of God, and Miniſters of | 
the moſt High, who do not ſeek | 


their own, nor deſire to pleaſe Men, 


bur count not their Lives dear; and 


always bear about in the Body, the 


Tale: 


3 
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Life alſo of Jeſus might be made 


manifeſt in their mortal Bodies. 


Prepare. the Youth for thy) OD | 


and vonchſafe thy Bleſſing un unt 
them, that they may be like 4 
rows in the Hand of the Mighty. 


Fill many Thouſands with the joy- 


ful Spirit of thy Prophets and Apo- 


1 ſtles, and make them as ſo many | 


poliſhed: Arrows in thy Hand, that 
may fly ſtrait to the Mark, that all 
the Earth may be filled with thy 
Glory. Vouchſafe alſo of thine in- 


finite Grace, thy Bleſſing to this 


Teſtimony, that many may learn 


= thereby, to know themſelves, and 
j| reſolutely begin to turn inwards, * 
and couragiouſſy enter upon a con-. 


ſtant Warfare againſt the Fear of 
Man, and through thy mighty Pow - 
er fully overcome and conquer it. 
O Lord God of Hoſts, hear us, and 
comfort us again with thy Help. 


To thy Name give the Glory, that 


thou mayſt be known by all Men, 
_ TE as thou haſt revealed thy 
Se 1n thy moſt holy Word, Amen. 
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"To fill up rhe vacancy of the remaining 


Pages, it is thought convenient ro mention 


here ſome of thoſe Books, that have provd 


ſerviceable in promoting a more inwar a, 5 


and practical Reformation in ſome Parts of 


Charge of che Hoſpital at Glaucha nèar 
E or „ 


Arnd's (Foln) IV. Books of true Chriſti- 
anity. Octavo, in High Dutch and Latin. 
Arnold's (Geltfried) Primitive Chriſtianity. 


Folio, in 582 5 Dutch. 8 56 
— Collection of Lives of ſuch Perſons as 


have been Eminent for Piety, although of 
differing Perſwaſions. Quarto, in High Dutch. 
Character of a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel, raken out of the Writings of the Fa- 


chers, and drawn up according to the Senſe 


of the Primitive Church. Octavo, in High 
VVV 


3 Manuductio ad Lectionem Scrip- 


turz Sacræ. T welves, Latine impreſſa Halæ 


GLA AA | el 
-Koephi: (Balthaſ.) Templum Salomonis; 
vel de Tribus Sanctorum gradibus, Incipi- 
entium, Proficientium, & Perfectorum. Lat. 
& Germ. It containeth a Spiritual and more 
interiour Application of the ſeveral Parts ob- 
ſerveable in the Structure of Solomon s Tem- 
ple. T welves, in Latin, which is about ro be 
ranſlated „ 8 VVV 
Marcariu S Hoemilies, and other Pieces of 


— 


Primitive Stamp, done into High- Dutch 
or the Benefit of the Unlearred. In Greek 
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A Aar, (Febn „ Of the Corrupri. 
FP - on of the Univerſities, and the great Necel. 
. fy of reforming them, In High Dutch. 
Poiret (Pet.) De Eruditione. ſolida, ſuper- 
ficiatia & falſa Octavo, in Latin. 
_ — Vindication of ſuch Sctirrure- places 
as ate miſapplied, and made a Cloak of Sin 
| and Vanity: Twelves, in High-Dutch. 
Slaupix (Fobn) Upon FP Love of God. 
"This was publiſhed in Engliſh 1692, and in- 
_ Fituled, The great Duty of a ChriſtianeT welves, 
- Beckiu' S (Feakim) Excidium ,Germanie : 
or, A ſerious Enquiry into che true Cauſe of 
the many bloody Wars, Devaſtations and 
. other jullgments bverflowing Germany theſe 
many Years. Octavo, in High Durch. 
Franchs (Aug. Hefin.) Ifitfoduction to the 
Ne Teſtament; 3 wherein more articular: 
2 the Scope of every Book is laid open, 
Fitted for the uſe of School- Maſters, Siu. 
dents of Divinity, and ſuch as are employ d 
in Catechiſing. Twelves, in High-Dutch. 
—Febeme, containing both rhe Duty o 
a Miniſter in relation to his Congregation 
and the Duty of the Congregation. in rela 
on ro the practical Improvement. of che Pa 
- ſtoral Duty: More particularly concernin 
the right celebrating of che great Feſtival 
"the Lord's Day, Saifits. Days, Faſt-Days 
Sc., and generally the right and faving Aj 
HD; of the Word of God. Twelves, 


1 igh-Dutch. 2 2 , 

be ra mot hy, dran 
_ - vp. and unfolded, for the imitation of Studen 
21 n D-rwity, 'Twelves, in High-Darch, 
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